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GENERAL EDITOR'S NOTE

We are extremely delighted to announce that the latest online issue of
Anviksa (Vol. XLIV), the trilingual journal of the Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
University is ready for publication before our estimable readers. From the beginning
of its journey, the journal used to be published in printed form only. It’s a matter of
great pride that our departmental journal has started its journey through online mode
along with its printed form in the previous year.

The online edition of the journal has been appeared with the combined effort
of Prof. Kakali Ghosh and all the honourable teachers of our department. We candidly
admit that the demand of the age is irresistible. So, we believe that the new form of
our journal will fulfil the necessity of the digital generation.

We observed that the valuable research articles of famous writers have
enhanced the quality of the journal for a long time. Side by side, we believe that the
modern generation can show the new direction of advancement certainly. That is why,
we would like to inspire the young scholars for their endeavor through deliberative
contributions. Therefore, we have increased the number of pages to encourage the
young writers in the field of Sanskrit studies.

The present issue of our journal contains valuable articles written by the
scholars and experts of their concerned fields of various renowned educational
institutions. I hope that the readers will be involved with us through their valuable
opinions and suggestions to complete the endeavor of the Department of Sanskrit.

Bralk
January 26, 2023 N 0-?%&%\&:;;\ adhantyy

Dr. Tapan Sankar Bhattacharyya
Professor & Head of the Department of Sanskrit
Jadavpur University, Kolkata 700 032
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JOINT EDITOR'S NOTE

The grand play of primordial power has given rise to myriads of manifestations, which
are in a state of perpetual flux. The ever-changing modes of nature bring about
changes in all worldly forms every moment, and as such, man is bewildered and
baffled to dwell amidst the world of changefulness. He is a tiny boat at the mercy of
destiny, as it were, tossed up here and there in the whirlpool of changes. The turmoil
arising out of this turbulence fills life with unceasing dismay from which there is no
escape. The ancient sages of India, with their all-encompassing vision, captured the
essence of Truth at the core of their heart. They realized that amidst the vortex of
changefulness, there exists a unitary and benign principle- santam-sivam-advaitam-
which rests in the calmness of tranquillity. This self-sustaining principle which is
essentially of the nature of knowledge is the support of the world of relativities. There
is nothing so elevating as knowledge and, therefore, the cultivation of knowledge, in
all its forms, has become the eternal pursuit of mankind which can lead to the abode
of peace.

The Department of Sanskrit, bearing the legacy of the ancient knowledge tradition, is
engaged with its earnest zeal in the cultivation of knowledge. As the chill of the winter
gradually fades away and the cuckoo heralds the advent of the splendour of spring,
nature seems to be embellished with blossoms and greenery making for an ideal
ambience to offer our supplication to Devi Sarasvati, the Goddess of learning for the
sublimation of thoughts. The department, as a whole with all its components, stands
in devotion and humility, with a basket of serene flowers, the Anviksa, as the offering
to the goddess of learning. May the blessings of ‘Vak’, who is described as the
primordial reality in the Vedas, impel the awakening of our ‘Dh1’.

This volume of Anviksa, which is an esteemed research journal in the field of Sanskrit
and Indic studies, is a fruit of the sincere effort of the Department towards the
expansion of the horizon of knowledge. Serious scholars, acclaimed intellectuals,
dedicated researchers, and sincere students have enriched it with their invaluable
contributions. The works of potential researchers and naive writers have also found a
place in it. The conglomeration of the masterpieces of the masterminds has made it an
exquisite piece of work.

We mourn, with a heart laden with sorrow, the sad demise of Prof. Rita
Chattopadhyay, the erstwhile Professor of the Department who was a stalwart in the
field of Modern Sanskrit literature. The Department in the past has received immense
inspiration and support in all its academic activities from her. The demise of such an
accomplished personality is undoubtedly an enormous loss not only to the department
but also to the world of Sanskrit at large. We are privileged to dedicate the journal to
the haloed memory of the departed soul.



This volume comprises two parts. Each of the two parts comprises three sections. In
Section A, invited research articles from distinguished scholars of various reputed
institutions have been compiled. Section B consists of the peer reviewed articles of
teachers of several educational institutions. Section C is containing the peer reviewed
articles of MPhil and PhD research scholars and students of graduation and post-
graduation classes.

I fervently hope that Anviksa by divine grace will captivate the hearts of connoisseurs
with its ineffable radiance and charming fragrance.

Kokoli Ghosh .
Dr. Kakali Ghosh
Professor, Department of Sanskrit
Jadavpur University, Kolkata 700 032
January 26, 2023
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OBITUARY OF PROFESSOR RITA CHATTOPADHYAY
(1952-2022)

A TRIBUTE BY DEBARCHANA SARKAR

Rita Chattopadhyay passed away in August this year seventy years young. The 21
century does not consider this age ripe enough for anyone to kick the bucket, and
absolutely not for an extraordinary scholar like Rita Chattopadhyay who had much
more in her treasure house hidden to contribute to the academic world.

Rita di, as we juniors fondly called her right from our college days, joined the post of
Professor in our Department which had fallen vacant consequent upon the untimely
demise of Prof. Rabisankar Banerjee, another formidable scholar and teacher. She was
a perfect choice for the post which required specialization in Literature and Literary
Criticism, her forte. There is hardly any scholar or student in this field who is not
conversant with the volume of her work. Her continuous endeavour to attract more
and more people on a common academic platform is also well-known. With this vision
in her eyes, she founded Convergence which instantly became a source of joy and
inspiration for every budding talent. Ignoring poor eyesight and failing health Rita
Chattopadhyay continued to reach out to a greater circle of scholars and students by
organizing programmes, authoring and editing books and delivering precious
speeches. Though her specific area of interest was Modern Sanskrit Literature — for
which she is considered one of the most dependable resource persons — she gracefully
traversed the whole gamut of Sanskrit creative literature and theories of Indian literary
criticism along with deep penetration into western aesthetics. Rabindranath was a
perennial source of inspiration for her. (She was a trained singer too who loved to sing
Rabindrasangeet). She perused almost all works of Bengali classical writers. She had
also a very good acquaintance with regional literatures of several Indian states.
Whenever 1 went to her with a query on literary matters, she readily provided
references and encouraged me to expand the limit of my academic activity through
international association. Being an unambitious lazy student of Sanskrit I presented a
thousand excuses for not being able to justify her expectations of me. But I envied and
enjoyed at the same time her easy access and exposure to the international community
of contemporary scholars of eminence. She was the recipient of many awards and
fellowships. It is not the place to present a detailed list of her works and achievements
which may be separately added after this tribute.

Beyond her identity as a magnificent scholar Rita di as a human being was a soft and
sweet spoken person with motherly affection for the younger. Born and brought up in
north Kolkata she was an epitome of the typical decency and decorum of that zone.
So much so that she would always hesitantly ask our permission before taking a sip
of the cup of tea or a bite of the biscuits (both already shared with and consumed by
us) she brought from home. We, the hardcore Jadavpurians, were not used to such
formal behaviour and would laugh and make fun of her right in her presence to which
she reacted with a sheepish smile. Rita di was quite choosy about her wardrobe and
would never compromise her style and dress sense for anything. I love to remember

(1]
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her in a neatly pleated exclusive saree, a crisply ironed matching handkerchief tucked
in the waist, sitting gracefully in the humble twin-share chamber with heaps of books
on the table in front of her. She adored style, quality, good taste and niceties which
became articulated through everything she used and purchased — her biscuit container,
her flask filled with black ginger tea, her fashionable box with cleanly packed
afternoon snacks, her perfume, her specs, her occasional surprise gifts for us and many
more.

Rita Chattopadhyay expected everything around her to be decent and sober.
Unfortunately, her expectation was not always honoured and she would surrender
herself to emotional outbursts which I believe, have done irreversible damage to her
frail health, as she was a patient of hypertension and uncontrolled high blood sugar.
We did not really mind as we knew that these were expressions of her deep attachment
to and psychological dependence on people close to her heart. She could not cope up
with anything done by such persons which hurt her sentiment. However, the tsunami
of anger and sorrow was fast to subside and she returned to her own sweet self.

But I sometimes felt bad to see some people encash on her trust and love and exploit
her for financial or academic gain. It was futile to warn her as she would get
completely biased at that moment and not listen to any well-wisher. When the wicked
intention of these hypocrites got exposed, she would completely break down.

Rita Chattopadhyay has lived a colourful life in which deep black shadows of sorrow
and sufferings coexisted with brilliance of success and happiness. Let us hope she gets
rewarded with pure happiness and joy in her life beyond.

sk

[Rita Chattopadhyay (b.1952) is a retired Professor of Sanskrit, Jadavpur University
Kolkata. In her academic career spanning over more than forty years. She is a prolific
researcher having authored/edited 22 books and monographs. She has published and
presented more than 70 research papers in both India and abroad including University
of California, Berkeley, Harvard University, Rutgers University, NJ, University of
Pennsylvania, USA, EHESS, Paris, Sorbonne University, Paris, France, Silpakorn
University, Bangkok, Thailand, University of Vienna, Austria. Her research interests
include Modern Sanskrit Literature, Epics and Puranas, Sanskrit Poetics and
Dramaturgy, and Crime against women in ancient India. She has been the recipient of
several awards and honours including the prestigious Emeritus Fellowship of UGC
(2017-2019); Griffith Memorial Prize by the University of Calcutta in 1983; research
grant from POSCO TJ Foundation Korea; CIIL (Mysore) Fellowship and was
nominated Chair Professor by ICCR for Paris, Bali and Bangkok. (Information
Courtesy: Dr. Soumyajit Sen & Google)]

(2]
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RE-READING THE DELHI-SIWALIK STONE PILLAR
INSCRIPTIONS OF VISALA OR VIGRAHARAJA 1V OF
SAMVAT 1220

Debarchana Sarkar

Debanjan Maity

Abstract

The Delhi-Siwalik Stone Pillar Inscription of Visala or Vigraharaja IV of Samvat 1220 has
been edited and discussed with translation and/or notes by several earlier scholars like
Radhakanta Sarma, H.T. Colebrooke, Wilford, Kielhorn, James Prinsep, D.C. Sircar and
others. But a detailed interpretation of its contents on the basis of language and literary merit
is yet to be prepared. Moreover, the earlier translators have in some cases failed to notice
some important clues leading to the correct meaning, because they did not pay careful
attention to proper prose construction according to grammar and also did not consider it
necessary to refer to poetic convention. As a result their translations do not always convey the
desired meaning. Also, a literary micro-analysis of the eulogy is not attempted even by any
sanskritist. Keeping in mind the literary culture of the court of Vigraharaja IV as is evidenced
by the two fragments of inscribed dramas (one composed by the king himself and the other
centering round the character of Vigraharaja IV and composed by his court poet) in the Arhai-
din-ka Jhonpra mosque, the earlier site of a Sarasvati temple in Vigraharaja’s time, one is
naturally tempted to compare and collate the present inscription with these literary pieces. In
this paper a brief but comprehensive study of the inscription has been attempted to reveal its
multidimensional importance.

Key words: Delhi-Siwalik, Visaladeva, Vigrahargja IV, Cahamana dynasty

1.1 Introducing the Pillar and its Content'

Find Spot: The inscribed sandstone pillar (also containing the longest version of
Asoka’s edict) was originally erected in Topra Kalan, west of Yamuna at the foot of
Shivalik mountain in Haryana. Later it was brought to Delhi by Sultan Firuz Shah
(1351-88 CE). Now it is located in Delhi and is known as Firuz Shah’s lath or
Shivalik Pillar. Shams-i Siraj ‘Afif in Tarikh-i Firuz Shahi gives a vivid description
of how the Sultan found the monolithic pillars during his military campaigns and
brought them to Delhi. He called the present one minar —i- zarin (the Golden
Column) and erected it at Firuzabad near Jama Masjid. The other was fixed near
Kushk-i-Shhikar or the hunting place. 'Afif believed these pillars to be belonging to
the time of the Pandavas and mentioned them as walking sticks of Bhima. He gives
an account of how the colossal column was transported. We are told that people
from the village were asked to bring silk and cotton which were spread on the
ground near the pillar. The ground at the base was cleared and the column was made
to fall on the soft surface. Then it was covered with reed and raw hides and carried
to a specially constructed carriage having 42 wheels. Workers pulled it with ropes
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and finally dropped it at the banks of Yamuna. It was then heaved into several boats
tied together and taken by river to Delhi. When some Brahmins were invited for
deciphering the inscriptions on it (ASokan edict and the present record), they not
being conversant with early scripts, were unable to do so, but instead of professing
their ignorance they said that it contained a prophecy that no one would be able to
remove this pillar from its place till the great king Firuz came to power.

Inscriptions B and C follow the established path of Sanskrit court poets in lavishly
eulogising Vigraharaja IV and his achievements, the most important two being
liberation of Aryavarta from the Mleccchas and levying taxes from that area. The
fuller content of the inscriptions is to be looked for in the translations and detailed
discussion below.

Language: Sanskrit. Of the three inscriptions A, B and C the beginning and ending
portions (conveying the date and details of execution of the records) are composed
in prose and the intermediate part comprises of four verses, three (1,2,4) in
Sardilavikridita and one (3) Sragdhara metres.

Genre: Prasasti

Date: Two of the inscriptions refer to the date Vikrama Era 1220, Vaisakha $u-ti 15,
(Thursday 9" April or 7 May 1164 CE).

1.2 Text?

[Serial numbers put to the left indicate lines and those to the right indicate verses.
Verses are given in catuspadi form of regular slokas for comfortable reading.
Asterisk within () is put by the editor, i.e. D.C. Sircar, to indicate that the sign was
not engraved and it is supplied by the editor for clarity of meaning and reading.]

Inscription A

1. Symbol for Siddham/ Onr siddhih/ Siddhir astu. samvat 1220 vaisakha-$uti 15
(!

2. $akambhari-bhiipati-srimadavellade-
3. vatmaja-$rimadvisaladevasyal|
Inscription B

1. Symbol for Siddham/ Om siddhih/ Siddhir astu. ambho nama ripu-priya-
nayanayoh pratyarthi-dantantare
pratyaksani trnani vaibhava-milatkastharh yasastavakam |

2. margo loka-viruddha eva vijanah $tinyarh mano vidvisarh
srimadvigraharajadeva bhavatah prapte prayanotsave ||1

3. lila-mandira-sodaresu bhavatu svantesu vamabhruvar
Satrtinarh tu na vigraha-ksitipate nyayyo(’*)tra vasastava |

4. sanka va purusottamasya bhavato nasty eva varamnidher
nirmathyapahrta-§riyah kimu bhavan krode na nidrayitah || 2
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Inscription C

1. Symbol for Siddham/ O siddhih/ Siddhir astu. a vindhyad a himadrer
viracita-vijayas tirthayatra-prasangad
udgrivesu praharta nrpatisu vinamtkandharesu prasannal |

2. aryavartarh yathartharh punar api krtavan mleccha-vicchedanabhir
devah sakambharindro jagati vijayate visala-ksonipalah ||3

3.  brite samprati cahamana-tilakah $akarhbhari-bhiipatih
$rimadvigraharaja esa vijayT saritanajan atmanah |

4. asmabhir karadam vyadhayi himavadvindhyantaralarh bhuvah
Sesa-svikaranaya mastu bhavatam udyoga-$tnyarh manah |4

5. sarhvat $ri-vikramaditye 1220 vaisakha-su-ti 15 gurau (||*)
likhitam idarh rajadesat jyotisika-sri-tilakaraja-
pratyaksar gaudanvaya-kayastha-mahava-putra-$ripatina |

6. atra samaye mahamantr rajaputra-$ri-sallaksanapalah ||

1.3 Translation rendered by earlier scholars

The translations are reproduced below word-perfect (with spellings/ orthography
kept unchanged) as found in journals/ edited volumes.?

Translation A

(I) (OM) In the year 1230, on the first day of the bright half of the month Vaisach (a
monument) of the fortunate- VISALA DEVA - son of the fortunate- AMILLA-
DEVA-King-of-Sacambhart

1) (OM) As far as Vindhya, as far as Himadri, (the mountain of Snow,) he was not
deficient in celebrity....... making Aryaverta (the land of Virtue or India) even once
more what its name signifies...... He having departed, PRATIVAHAMANA
TILACA (is) King of Sacambhari: (Sacam only remains on the monument.) By us
(the reign between) Himawat and Vindhya has been made tributary.

In the year from Sri VICRAMADITYA 123, in the bright half of the month
Vaisach....at the time of Rajaputra Sri SALLACA was prime minister.

(IIT and TV) He who is resentful to kings intoxicated with pride, indulgent to those
whose necks are humbled, an INDRA in the city of Causambi, who is victorious in
the world, VISALA, sovereign of the earth: he gives.... His commands being
obeyed, he is conqueror, the son of SANTANAJANA, whose mind, when his foes
say, ‘Let there be mercy,’ is free from further hostility.

This inscription was engraved, in the presence of SRT TILACA RAJA, by SRIPATI,
the son of MAHAVA, a Cayastha, of a family in Gauda, or Bengal.

(V) (OM) 1. An offence to the eyes of (thy) enemy’s consort (thou) by-whom-
fortunate-was-given-to-every suppliant, thy fame, joined to extensive dominion,
shines, as we desire, before us. The heart of (thy) foes was vacant, even as a path in
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a desert, where men are hindred from passing, O fortunate, VIGRAHA
RAJADEVA, in the jubilee occasioned by thy march.

2. May thy abode, O VIGRAHA, Sovereign of the world, be fixed, as in reason, (it
ought) in the bosoms, embellished with love’s allurements, and full of dignity, of the
women with beautiful eyebrows, who were married to thy enemies! Whether thou
art INDRA, or VISHNU, or SIVA, there is even no deciding: thy foes (are) fallen,
like descending water. Oh! Why dost thou through delusion, continue sleeping?

Translation B

In the year 1220, on the 15" day of the bright half of the month Vaisac’h, [ this
monument] of the fortunate VISALA DEVA, son of the fortunate VELLA DEVA,
(1) King of Sacambhari,

As far as Vindhya, (2) as far as Himadri, (2) having achieved conquest in the course
of travelling to holy places; resentful to haughty kings, and indulgent to those whose
necks are humbled; making Aryaverta (2) once more what its name signifies, by
causing the barbarian to be exterminated; VISALA DEVA, supreme ruler of
Sacambharl, (3,) and sovereign of the earth, is victorious in the world.

This conqueror, the fortunate VIGRAHA RAJA, (4,) King of Sacambhari, most
eminent of the tribe which sprang from the arms (5) [ of BRAHMA,] now addresses
his own descendants: “by us the reign “of the earth between Himavat (2) and
Vindhya “(2) has been made tributary; let not your minds “be void of exertion to
subdue the remainder.”

TEARS are evident in the eyes of enemy’s confort: blades of gras are perceived
between thy adversary’s teeth; (6) thy fame is predominant throughout space; the
minds of the foes are void [of hope;] their route is the desert where men are hindered
from passing, O VIGRAHA RAJA DEVA, in the jubilee occasioned by the march.

May the abode, O VIGRAHA, sovereign of the earth be fixed, as in reason it ought,
in the bosoms (akin to the mansion of dalliance) of the women with beautiful eye-
brows, who were married to thy enemies. There is no doubt of the being of highest
of embodied souls. (7) Didst though not sleep in the lap of SRI, whom thou didst
seize from the ocean, having churned it? (8)

In the year from fortunate VICRAMADITYA 1220, (9,) on Thursday, the 15% day
of bright half of the month of Vaisdach, this was written in presence of (10) ..........
By SRIPATI, the son of Mahava, a Cayastha of a family in Gauda: at this time the
fortunate LACSHANA PALA, a Rajaputra, a prime minister.

SIVA the terrible (a special symbol attached) and the universal monarch.
Translation C

(A) Om! In the year 1220, on the 15™ bright half of Vaisakha. (A record) of the
illustrious Visaladeva, son of illustrious Avelladeva, king of Sakambhari.

(B) Om! Tears forsooth are in the eyes of (thy) enemy’s consort; blades of grass are
perceived between thy adversary’s teeth; thy fame fills the quarters with its glory;
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forsaken by men is the path which is forbidden in the world, (and) desolate are the
minds of (thy) foes, when the jubilee of thy onward march has come, O illustrious
lord Vigraharaja!

O mansion of grace, let thy abode, but not that of thy enemies, be (fixed) in the
minds, akin to thee, of the women with beautiful eyebrows! Fitting it is that thou
shouldst dwell there, O Vigraha, sovereign of the earth! Or is there a doubt that thou
art the most high of men? Surely there is not. Was it not thou that slept in the lap of
Fortune, whom thou didst seize from the ocean, having churned it?

(C) Om! Having achieved conquest as far as the Vindhya (and) as far as the
Himalaya in the course of his pilgrimages to sacred shrines, striking at the haughty
(and) gracious to princes who bent their necks; by repeatedly exterminating
barbarians having once more made Aryavarta what its name signifies,: victorious in
the world is the lord, the guardian of the earth Visala, ruler of Sakambhari.

The ornament of the Chahamanas, the illustrious Vigraharaja, King of Sakambhari,
the victorious, now addresses here those born in his lineage: “We have made
tributary the land between Himalaya and Vindhya; let not your minds be void of
exertion to appropriate the remainder of the earth!”

In the year 1220 of the illustrious Vikramaditya, on Thursday, the 15" of the bright
half of Vaisakha. This was written at the king’s command, in the presence of the
astrologer, the illustrious Tilakardja, by Sripati, the son of Mahava, a Kayastha of
Gauda descent.

The great minister at this time is the Rajaputra, the illustrious Sallakshanapala.
Translation D.

The translation is same as translation C.

1.4 Revised translation with prose rendering of verses

Inscription A

Translation of lines 1,2,3

Siddham/ Or siddhih! This is (the record) of the glorious Visaladeva, son of the
illustrious Avelladeva, ruler of Sakambhari, (issued) in the year 1220, on the 15™
day of the bright fortnight of the (month) of Vaisakha.

Inscription B
Verse 1
Prose

srimadvigragarajadeva, bhavatah prayanotsave prapte ripu-priya-nayanayoh ambhah
pratyarthi-dantantatre (ca) trnani pratyaksani, tavakam yasah vaibhava-milatkastham,
vidvisam $tinyam manah eva vijanah lokaviruddhah margah

Translation
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O Paramount Vigraharaja!

As soon as your jubilant war-march begins, tears indeed in the eyes of the wives of
the enemies and (blades of) grass between the teeth of your foes are visible, your
fame (originating) from your power, touches the summit, the empty mind of the
adversaries is the only lonely forbidden path in the world.

Verse 2
Prose

vigraha-ksitipate, atra tu $atrlindm vamabhruvam lila-mandira-sodaresu svantesu tava
vasah na nyayyah bhavatu. purusottamasya bhavatah va Sanka nasti eva. kim u
nirmathya varamnidheh apahrtasriyah krode bhavan na nidrayitah.

O king Vigraha! It is not proper here for you to reside in the minds of the beautiful
ladies of the (harem of) your enemies — (the minds) which are akin to the pleasure
house. Or you, the Best of Men (Purusottama also means Narayana, the divine
character of the king thus suggested), need not be afraid (of losing your abode)
(because) were not you made to sleep on the lap of SiT, who had been abducted by
churning the ocean?

Inscription C
Verse 3
Prose

tirthayatra-prasangat a vindhyat a himadreh viracita-vijayah udgrivesu nrpatisu
praharta vinamatkandharesu (ca) prasannah mleccha-vicchedanabhih aryavartam
punah api yathartham krtavan. $akambharindrah devah visala-ksonipalah jagati
vijayate.

Translation

Om! During (his) pilgrimages (King Vigraha) obtained victories as far as the
Vindhyas and the Himalayas, smashing those who raised their heads (lit. necks) and
being kind to those who bowed their necks, (thus) rendering Aryavarta follow its
(literal) meaning by way of uprooting the Mlecchas. Visala, the Lord, the king of
Sakambhari, the protector of the earth, becomes victorious.

Verse 4
Prose

sarhprati esah vijayl cahamana-tilakah $akambhari-bhipatih $rimadvigraharajah
atmanah santanajan brute asmabhih himavadvindhyantaralam karadam vyadhayi.
bhuvah $esa-svikaranaya bhavatam manah udyogastinyam ma astu.

Now this illustrious Vigraharaja, the ornament of the Cahamanas, (thus) addresses
those born in his own descent, “We have made the region lying between the
Himalayas and the Vindhyas pay tribute (to us). Your mind must not lose the effort
to acquire the rest (of the erath).”
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Translation of lines 5, 6

This has been written in the year 1220 of the illustrious Vikramaditya (i.e. Vikrama
era) on Thursday, the 15" day of the bright fortnight of (the month of) Vaisakha, at
the king’s command, in the presence of Tilakaraja, the venerable astrologer, by
Sripati, son of Mahava, a Kayastha of Gauda (country).

The Chief Minister at this time is the illustrious Sallaksanapala, the Prince.
2.1 Political History of the Cahamanas*

The early medieval period (circa 7" century CE — 12" century CE) is one of the
exclusive periods of history of Indian sub-continent which witnessed the transition
from ancient to medieval times (although the nomenclature is neither standardized
nor unanimously accepted). In this period, socio-political, cultural and religious life
of Indian sub-continent started getting a concrete shape. Paradigm shift in politics
owing to various factors has marked this time.> The inscription under review
undoubtedly belongs to 12" century CE as evidenced by its own declaration of the
date of issue. In this period political current among the various ruling houses like
Cahamana, Tomara, Gadavalas, Bhadanakas and others from northern and north-
western India, and Muslim invaders at the north-western corridors is felt. The
rapidity of the Turkish conquest of Northern India, tendencies of feudalism,
extensive change in socio-politico-cultural fabric and several other features made
12 century a landmark in early medieval period.®

In the early 10" century, when Gurjara Pratihara power declined after the dismissal
of Kanauj by the Rastrakiitas, rise of many royal lineages was noticed in Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh which constituted a new socio-political
category named Rajputs.” Some of them grew to importance in the subsequent two
centuries. The better known among those dynasties were the Calukyas or Solanki of
Gujarat-Kathiawad region and the Cahamanas (Chauhans) of eastern Rajasthan
(Ajmer and Jodhpur).® Not only in Rajasthan, the existence of Cahamana rulers was
also felt in Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and even in
Chattishgadh. Historians have named the sub-clans of Cahamanas according to the
places of emanation of the respective powers, e.g., Cihmanas of Sakambhari/
Sapadalaksa (Ajmer, Rajasthan), Cahmanas of Naddula (Nadol, Rajasthan),
Cahmanas of Lata (North Gujarat), Cahmanas of Dholpur, (left bank of Chambal
River, Rajasthan), Cahmanas of Partabgarh, Cahmanas of Jalor (Jalore, Rajastan.
Branches off from Cahamanas of Naddula), Cahamanas of Mount Abu, Cahamanas
of Sirohi region; branched off from the Cahamanas of Naddula, Cahamanas of
Ranastambhapura (Ranathambore, Rajasthan); emerging out of the Cahamanas of
Sakambhari, Cihamanas of Bundi region; branched off from the Cihamanas of
Sakambharf etc.’

The Cahamanas of Sakambhari were also known as the Chauhans of
Sambhar or Chauhans of Ajmer. They ruled in Rajasthan and adjoining areas
between 6" century CE and 12 century CE. The territory ruled by them was known
as Sapadalaksa. The Cahamanas primarily had their capital at SakambharT (present
Sambhar, Rajasthan). They were vassals under Pratihara rulers until 10® century CE.
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When the Prtihara power declined after the ‘Tripartite Struggle’, Cahamana ruler,
Simmharaja took the title Maharajadhiraja. Ajayaraja Il moved the kingdom's capital
to Ajayameru (modern Ajmer) in the early period of 12" century CE. From this
period, the rulers from SakambharT became renowned as the Cahamanas of Ajmer
also.!?

2.1.1 Origin

The early history of the Cahamanas of Sakambhari can be reconstructed with the
help of inscriptions of 11"-12% century CE found in Northern India, a few historical/
panegyric kavyas like Prthvirdjavijaya (circa 12" century CE), Hammirakavya
(circa 15" century CE), Prthvirdjaraso (circa 16" century CE), Surajanacarita
(circa 16™ century CE) etc. and folklore orally transmitted down the ages by the
bards of Rajasthan.!' However, it must be admitted that in spite of being valuable
sources, inscriptions and panegyric kavyas sometimes through their hyperbolic
statements and exaggerative tendencies pose serious problems for the reconstruction
of Cahamana history.

The original inhabitants of the Rajasthan were the Bhils (who are still present in a
good number). The hills and deserts did not attract natural settlers unless people
were forced take refuge there for own safety. There was no trace of ‘Aryan’
papulation except in a few places of Rajasthan. When the foreign invasion took
place from the north-western quarter, the tribes (mostly ‘republican’ in nature), from
Punjab were forced to quit their ancestral home and migrate to Rajasthan. But
gradually they were supressed by the Kusanas, Saka-ksatrapas, Guptas and Hinas.
From 6" century onwards they re-entered the political arena of the region with a new
ideology of republican spirit.!> Unlike other royal houses of India, Cahamanas are
difficult to assign a proper origin and historians forward several theories regarding
their origin.

a) According to early inscriptions and literary sources, the progenitor of this house
was a legendary hero named Cahamana. They variously state that this hero was born
from Indra’s eye, in the lineage of the sage Vatsa, in the solar dynasty and/or during
a ritual sacrifice performed by Brahma.'?

b) A popular medieval account enumerates the dynasty among the four
Agnivamsi Rajput clans, whose ancestors are said to have emerged from sacrificial
fire. The earliest reference to this legend is found in the 16" century recensions of
Prthvirajaraso. Some historians interpret this myth to suggest a foreign origin of the
dynasty. They assume that the foreign warriors were introduced into the ‘Hindu’
society through a fire ritual. However, the earliest extant copy of the above-
mentioned text does not support the theory of foreign origin. The text mentions
Manikya Rai as the first ruler of this house who is said to have been born from
Brahma's sacrifice.'4

¢) A mythical origin from Indra is claimed on Sevadi plates of Ratnaapala (1119
CE). Some scholars want to connect the origin of the house with the lunar race. The
Prthirajavijaya, Hammiramahakavya, Surjanacarita and Bedla inscription of
Prthviraja I1I suggest that Cahamanas were Ksatriyas belonging to solar family. '
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d) On the evidence of the coins of Vasudeva Vahman, D.R. Bhandarkar speculates
that Cahamanas are originally Kharzas,' a clan of Sasanian origin.'”

e) Bijoliarock inscription (1170 CE) of Some$vera, an early Cahamana king
Samantaraja was born at Ahicchatrapura in the gotra of sage Vatsa. Cahamanas
probably began as petty rulers of Ahicchatrapura (identified with Nagaur), and
moved their capital to Sakambhari (Sambhar) as their kingdom grew. Later, they
became the vassals of the Pratiharas.'®

2.1.2 Habitat"

a) According to bardic tradition the original seat of this ruling house was at
Mahismati on the Narmada and they were said to have enjoyed the sovereignty of
the whole of India many a times. R.B. Singh completely refuses to agree and
disproves the opinion as completely unhistorical.

b) Most of the historical chronicles and inscriptions connect them with Jangaladesa
and Sapadalaksa. Their first seat of power was Ahicchatrapura from where they
appear to have shifted their capital to Sakambhar and finally to Ajmer. The part of
the realm associated with their rule was Jangladesa (forest land)?® as well as
Sapadalaksa situated in Rajasthan. From this region, they radiated in different
directions.

¢) Modern Delhi came under their sway. They conquered Delhi from the Tomaras
during their northern invasion.

d) The description of Prthvirajavijaya puts Vasudeva’s a little to the east of
Sambhar.

e) Harsa inscription (V.1030) indicates that Ananta province near Sikar of
Rajasthan was the early seat of Cahamana power. ‘Tantrapala’ Ksmapala tried to
attack Vigraharaja II’s grandfather Vakpati.

f) The Prthvirajavijaya, Hammiramahakavya and Surjanacarita indicate Puskara as
Cahamana’s birthplace.

2.1.3 Cahamana rulers

The Cahamanas fought several wars with their neighbours, including
the Calukyas of Gujarat, the Tomaras of Delhi, the Paramaras of Malwa and
the Chandellas of Bundelkhand. From 11th century onwards, they started facing
Muslim invasions. At first, the Ghaznavids and then the Ghurids invaded their land.
The Cahamana power reached its pinnacle under Vigraharaja IV in the middle of
12th century CE. The dynasty's power effectively ended in 1192 CE when
the Ghurid invader Muhammad of Ghor defeated and executed his
nephew Prthviraja I11.%!

The Calukya dynasty ruled parts of Gujarat and Rajasthan in north-western India
within the time frame of circa 940 CE to 1244 CE. Their capital was located
at Anahilavada (modern Patan). At times, their rule extended to include
the Malwa region in present-day Madhya Pradesh. The Ghaznavid dynasty was a
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culturally Persianate, Sunni Muslim dynasty of Turkic mamluk origin, ruling, at its
greatest extent, large parts of Persia, Khorasan, much of Transoxiana and the
northwest Indian subcontinent from 977 to 1186. The dynasty was founded
by Sabuktigin upon his succession to the rule of Ghazna after the death of his father-
in-law. Ghurids were the eastern Iranian Taijik origin of Persianate dynasty. The
Tomara dynasty ruled present day Haryana and Delhi from 8" to 12" century CE.
Paramaras were the ruler of Malwa region from 9% century CE to 12" century CE.
Chandellas are the rulers of Jekakabhukti of central India who were predominant in
that region from 9" century CE to 12" century CE.?

Information about a few celebrated rulers is provided here.?
Cahamana (date uncertain)

Although Cahamana realm was expanded far beyond in 12" century CE, their cradle
land Sapadalaksa (with its capital at Ahicchatrapura) remained the same. The exact
period of the advent of the power is not known with certainty. Prthvirajavijaya
claims that the Cahamanas came into the importance after a successful struggle
against the barbarians/ muslim invaders (Mlecchas). The Mecchlas started invasion
in the last quarter of 5% century CE. Mleccha invasion may be considered as one of
the causative factors for the fall of Gupta realm. But Cahmanas were rising against
the oppressive power of the Mlecchas. In this period of chaos, Cahamana, the
founder of the family established himself as the ruler of Jangaladesa with the help of
Dhanadjaya.

Vasudeva (Middle of 6™ century CE)

By this time, Hunas were completely warded off from the Cahamana land.
Ahicchatrapura or Nagor served as the base camp in the operation against Hiinas.
Vasudeva’s date of accession to the throne is 551 CE. Prthvirajavijaya refers that he
received the Sambhar Lake as a gift from a Vidyadhara (a supernatural being).
Little is known about his immediate successors.

Samantaraja (684-709 CE)

The relationship between Samantaraja and Vasudeva was not known. It appears that
Cahmanas lost their political importance during the reign of the Pusyabhiitis of
Thane$vara and Kanauj. James Tod identifies Samantaraja with Manika Rai.

Ajayaraja I or Jayaraja (721-34 CE)

This king restored the fallen pride of Cahamanas. He was known as Ajayapala
Cakri, the conqueror of the circle of enemies. Although much information cannot be
gathered about him but his epithets prove that he might have saved the lives from
destruction by rulers of neighbouring states. The Prabandhakosa (circa 14" century
CE) informs that he built Ajayameru fort at Ajmer, now called Taragadh. It is
probably the first fort built in India according to Akhbar-Ul-Akhyar. He also
established the city of Ajayameru. Prthvirajavijaya gives credit to one of the
descendants of the same name who flourished in the first half of the 12t century CE.
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Durlabharaja I (784-809 CE), Vakpatiraja I (917-944 CE) and Laksmana (10™
century CE)

These three Cahamana rulers are known to have served the Gurjara-Pratiharas as
vassals. In 10th century, Vakpatiraja [ made an attempt to overthrow the Gurjara-
Pratihara  suzerainty, and assumed the title Maharaja. His younger
son Laksmana established the Naddula Cahamana branch.

Sithharaja's successors (10" century CE) consolidated the Cahamana power by
engaging in wars with their neighbours, including the Calukyas of Gujarat and
the Tomaras of Delhi.

Vigraharaja II (971 — 998 CE)

The dynasty's earliest extant inscription (973 CE) is from the reign of Vigraharaja II.
During the reign of Viryarama (circa 1040 CE), the Paramara king Bhoja invaded
the Cahamana kingdom and probably occupied their capital Sakambhari for a brief
period.

Camundaraja (1045-65 CE) restored the Cahamana power, possibly with the help
of the Naddula Cahamanas.

Ajayaraja II (1110-1135 CE)

This king faced several Ghaznavid raids. He repulsed one of them, and defeated the
Paramara king Naravarman. He moved the kingdom's capital from SaakambharT to
Ajayameru (Ajmer), a city that he either established or greatly expanded.

His successor Arnoraja (1135-1150 CE) raided the Tomaras and also repulsed a
Ghaznavid invasion. However, he suffered setbacks against the Gujarat Caulukya
kings Jayasimha Siddhardja and Kumarapala. He was killed by his own
son Jagaddeva (1150 CE).

Arnoraja's younger son was Vigraharaja IV (1150-1164 CE) whose achievements
are separately accounted below.

Vigraharaja IV was succeeded by his son Amaragangeya (1164-1165 CE) and then
his nephew Prthviraja II (1165-1169 CE). His younger brother Some$vra (1170-
1178 CE)_was the next ruler to ascend the throne.

The most renowned ruler of the dynasty was Somesvara's son Prthviraja III (1179-
1192 CE), better known as Prthviraja Chauhan. He defeated several neighbouring
kings, including the Chandella ruler Paramardi in 1182—1183 CE, although he could
not annex the Chandella territory to his realm. In 1191 CE, he
overpowered Muhammad of Ghor at the first Battle of Tarain. But, the next year, he
was defeated and killed at the second Battle of Tarain by the Muhammad of Ghor.

Prthviraja's son Govindaraja IV was appointed as a vassal by Muhammad of Ghor.
Prthviraja's brother Hariraja dethroned him and regained control of a part of his
ancestral realm. Hariraja was defeated by the Ghurids in 1194 CE. Govindaraja was
granted the fief of Ranthambore by the Ghurids. He established a new branch of the
dynasty. So the Cahamana power ended at the last decade of 12 century CE.
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2.2 Military Achievements of Vigraharaja IV (1150-1164 CE)

The reign of King Vigraharaja IV is a landmark in the history of Cahamanas. His
political prowess was elevated through defeating all political rivals in northern India.
After the decline of Pratiharas, the herculean task like defending the north-west
frontier came upon the shoulder of their successors, who for more than 50 years
accomplished the task and finally became successful by the end of 12 century CE.
To reconstruct the history of Vigraharaja, eleven inscriptions ranging from Vikrama
Sarhvat 1210 to 1220 are immensely helpful. Among them six come from Ajmer,
one from Lohari in Jahazpur District of Mewar, one from Narhad in Jaipur,
Rajasthan and three from the Siwalik Pillar of ASoka in Delhi. The earliest of them
was inscribed in the magnificent Sarasvatimandira of Ajayameru later converted into
present Arhai-din-ka Jhonpra mosque.?* It seems that Vigraharaja ascended the
throne about Vikrama Sarhvat 1208.2° The other limit of his reign may be fixed by
the births of Prthviraja III and Hariraja which took place in Vikrama Sarhvat1223
and 1224 respectively.?®

As Vigraharaja IV’s father Arnoraja was killed by his elder son Jagaddeva,
Vighraharaja must have been possessed by the idea of revenge. He was successful in
avenging his father’s death and also his father’s humiliation and defeat at the hands
of Kumarapala. He exercised a number of retaliatory expeditions against the
Calukya empire.?’

According the Bijolia inscriptions, Vigraharaja IV at first proceeded to Sajjana,
identified with the Sajjana, the Dandadhipati of Surastra who is referred in an
inscription dated Vikrama Sarmvat 1176 from Girnar. Kumarpala’s Chitore
inscription refers that the king made Sajjana the governor of Chitore (he was a
potmaker earlier). Kumarapala tried a diversion by besieging Nagor but raised siege
rather precipitately on hearing of Vigraharaja’s success.

The Kuntapala was attacked next by Vigraharaja IV. His identification is still
difficult to establish. He can either be Naudla Cahamana king mentioned in Nanana
inscription of Kumarapala or Kuntapala, the Paramara ruler of Jalor.?8

Although Kumarapala executed counter measures but on the whole the advantage of
the struggle rested with Vigraharaja. A Cahamana inscription states that Vigraharaja
reduced Kumarapala to the position of Karavapala. Though the statement has
exaggeration still it is not very wrong to assume that Vigraharaja through his
retaliatory campaigns annexed a greater part of Mewar to his dominion. It appears
that Vigraharaja conquered some of Kumarapala's territories. The inscriptions
discovered from Bijolia, Jahazpur and Mandalagarh prove existence of
Vigraharaja’s power in this area.

The Bijolia inscription boasts that he turned Javalipura (modern Jalore) into
Jvalapura (city of flames); reduced Pallika (modern Pali) to a palli (a hamlet); and
made Naddula (modern Nadol) a nadvala (a cane-stick or a marsh of reeds). The
Naddula ruler subdued by him was probably Alhanadeva.
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Vigraharaja also defeated one Kuntapala, who can be identified with a Naddula
Cahamana subordinate of Kumarapala.?

Bijolia inscriptions also talk about his win over the Bhadanakas. Rajasekhara’s
Kavyamimamsa locates Bhadanaka in Maru and Takka areas indicating Thar desert
and south-eastern Punjab respectively.>

Raviprabha's Dharmaghosa-Suri-Stuti states that the ruler of Malwa and Arisiha
(possibly Arisimha of Mewar) assisted him in hoisting a flag at the Rajavihara Jain
temple in Ajmer. The ruler of Malwa here probably refers to a claimant to
the Paramara kingdom, which had been captured by the Caulukyas during this
period. Assuming that the claimant to the Malwa throne had accepted Vigraharaja's
suzerainty, it appears that Vigraharaja's influence extended up to the Vindhyas, at
least in name.

Vigraharaja also captured Delhi and Hansi. Delhi was the possession of Tomaras
before its capture by Cahamanas. The Palam Baoli inscription of Vikrama Sarhvat
1337 refers the same fact. According to the inscriptions, ‘Hariyanaka’ (Haryana) to
which ‘Dhilli’ (Delhi) belonged was first ruled by Tomaras. The Delhi Museum
inscription also refers ‘Dhillika’ (Delhi) was founded by Tomaras and later resided
by Cahmanas.’! Hansi was recaptured by Tomaras from the Gaznivites and most
probably remained in their hands till its conquest by Cahamanas. With the capture of
Delhi and Hansi by Vigraharaja, the long-drawn struggle between Cahamanas and
Tomaras ended. Tomaras shattered by continuous fighting with Muslims,
Gahadavalas and Cahamanas, thought it best to surrender before the Cahamanas
power. The conquest of Delhi turned Cahamanas of Sakambhari an all-India
power.*

The legendary epic poem Prthvirdjardso states that the later Cahamana
king Prthviraja III married the daughter of the Tomara king Anangapala and was
donated Delhi by the Tomara king. Historian R. B. Singh suggests that it was
actually Vigraharaja IV who married the daughter of the Tomara king. According to
Singh, Desaladevi, heroine of the play Lalita-Vigraharaja and Vigraharaja's love
interest, might have been the daughter of a Tomara king named Vasantapala. From
this point of time their independence became equivalent to the freedom of
Aryavarta. The original location of Delhi-Shivalik pillar inscription, viz. Topra
village in Haryana, near the Siwalik hills indicates that Vigraharaja must have led
his expedition to north of Delhi, up to the Himalayan foothills. The place is near to
Khizrabad about 180 km. from Delhi at the foot of the Himalaya where the Yamuna
River issues forth from the lower range of the hills.** In this context, ‘a vindhyad a
himadrer viracita-vijayas tirtha-yatra-prasangad’ of Delhi-Siwalik Inscription may
be noted. Vigraharaja performed his duty as sincerely as possible and boast of
having rendered Aryavarta (land bounded by The Himalayas in the north, the
Vindhyas in the south, Bay of Bengal in the east and Arabian Sea in the west)
worthy of its name by repeatedly exterminating the Mlecchas.>*

The epigraphic evidence shows that Vigraharaja was a staunch supporter of
Brahmanical culture. The statement of Delhi-Siwalik inscription is corroborated by
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the Lalitavigrahardjanataka, the only other source which depicts the conflict
between Vigraharaja IV and Muslim invaders. According the play, the first war
against Muslim appears to be been fought by Vigaharaja IV for self-defence only.
The Hammira of Gazna advanced as far as Vavveraa and invited Vigraharaja to
surrender his authority. According to Kielhorn and Bhandarkar, Vavveraa is a place
47 miles south-west of Ajmer and Rupnagar, Kishangarh respectively. But
Dasharatha Sharma identifies it with a small village of Khetri region in Jaipur. In the
story of Lalitavigrahardjandtaka it is seen that his minister Sridhara told him not to
risk a battle with a powerful enemy.3’ Nevertheless, Vigraharaja was determined to
fight the Muslim Turkic king. His maternal uncle Sirhhabala and Johiya chief
Marukotta encouraged him. Dasharatha Sharma identified Hammira with Gaznavite
ruler Amir Khusrau Shah (1153-1160 CE) and assumed that Vigraharaja repulsed
his invasion. Another contemporary Gaznavite ruler was Khusrau Malik (1160-1186
CE). Since the first Muslim invasion in Vigrardja’s realm occurred not much after
his accession to the throne, Khusrau Shah who ruled upto V.S. 1217 was probably
the Hammira king who arrived at Vavveraa and invited the hero for the fight.
Dashartha Sharma opines that Khusrau Shah might not be the Hammira as he was a
luxurious prince for whom campaign into the dry and sandy tracts of Rajasthan was
quite impossible.

After the self-defensive campaign, Vigraharaja IV concentrated on offensive
operations. But no detailed reference is found in inscriptions and historical kavyas
regarding the matter. From the Delhi-Siwalik inscription only, it can be assumed that
he seems to have succeeded in freeing most ‘Hindu’ territories from Gaznavite
control. Only Punjab continued to remain under Muslim rule. Historian R. B. Singh
opposes the theory forwarded by Dasharatha Sharma and suggests that no actual
battle took place between Vigraharaja IV and Hammira. According to Singh, the
‘Hammira’ on the play might have been Bahram Shah, who fled to India after
the Ghurids defeated him at the Battle of Ghazni (1151 CE). Bahram Shah invaded
the Tomara territory of Delhi after coming to India. Vasantapala might have been a
Tomara ruler, possibly Anangapala. Indrapura may refer to Indraprastha, that is,
Delhi. Vigraharaja probably decided to send an army in support of the Tomara king.
But before an actual battle took place, Bahram Shah had returned to Ghazna as the
Ghurids departed from that city.

An old manuscript states that Visaladeva i.e. Vigraharaja captured Delhi from
Tamvars (Tomaras) in the year 1152 CE. According to historian R. B.
Singh, Hanst might have been under Muslim control by this time. On the other hand,
Dasharatha Sharma theorizes that the Tomaras had recaptured Hanst
from Ghaznavids by this time, and Vigraharaja captured it from the Tomaras.

After scrutinizing the inscriptional and literary evidences, it may be inferred that
Vigraharaja’s rule enclosed the areas of present-day Rajasthan, Haryana, and Delhi,
south-east part of Sutlej River in_Punjab and a portion of the northern Gangetic plain
(to the west of Yamuna).?®

3.1 Vigraharaja IV as a poet and a connoisseur of poetry>’
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It is not a rare phenomenon with ancient Indian sovereignty to display their forte as
poets and connoisseurs of poetry and extend generous patronage to poets and
scholars of merit. They penned remarkable literary pieces and encouraged poetry
with great enthusiasm but for which the best poetic creations of ancient India would
not have seen the light of the day. Sayings like vindsrayam na vartante kavita-
vanita-latah reflect this almost absolute dependence of early creative literature on
the benevolence of the ruling class. Thus sanskritc creative literature predominantly
flourished and grew under royal patronage to acquire for itself a distinct character
which led to the coinage of the expression ‘court poetry’ by later historians of
literature. Rudradaman I, Samudragupta, Harsa, Bhoja, Vallala, Mahendravarman I
and many more may be cited as leading examples who are praised as great poets and
known to encourage good poetry. Vigraharaja IV a.k.a. Visaladeva deserves to be
inducted into this hall of fame. Merutunga’s Prabandhacintamani refers to his title
Kavibandhava.*®

We have two inscribed Sanskrit plays, only fragments of which are available,
associated with the name of Vigraharaja IV, viz. Harakeli, his own composition and
Lalitavigraharaja composed by his court poet Somadeva with his patron as the hero.

The dramas are found engraved ‘at the Arhai-din-ka Jhonpra, a mosque situated on
the lower slope of the Taragadh hill, at Ajmer in Rajasthan.* These are not regular
inscriptions in the form of eulogy or official documents issued by the king or any
royal personage, but pure literary creations inscribed on slabs which used to be part
of the Sarasvati temple, now the site of the mosque. The plays were engraved in the
temple probably because they were regularly staged there. Also, the authors’ wish to
give their creations eternity may be another reason.

Harakeli is written in Sanskrit and Prakrit and is dated in the year 1210 Vikrama
Sarhvat, i.e. 1153 CE. The theme of the drama is derived from the Kirata-Arjuna
episode of the Mahabharata. Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniya seems to have inspired the
playwright.

It is not easy to judge the merit of the drama and the dramatist because of the
fragmentary nature of the work. What little can be said of the author is that he
preferred to indulge into composing series of verses in famous classical metres like
Sardilavikridita, Sragdhara, Sikharini and Vasantatilaka and was less concerned
about the dramatic action. His command over the Sanskrit language is
unquestionable. His use of metres is monitored by the relevant sentiments. He is not
fond of creating complicated figures of speech, the most prominently used being
Udatta, occasionally assorted with Upama and Ripaka.

The drama Lalitavigrahardja composed by Somadeva evolves round the love
episode of Vigraharaja IV and Desaladevi, with a sub-plot depicting the ensuing
battle between the hero and the Hammira of Ghazna. As the theme indicates, the
principal sentiment is Syrigara supported by others like Vira, Adbhuta, Hasya and
others. The poet efficiently uses both long and short metres according to purpose
and sentiment, a few to be named are 4rya, Sdrdzilavikrz‘dita, Harint, Mandakranta,
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Sikharint, Sloka, Puspitagra. The Sanskrit language is generally flawless and lucid
and the Prakrit follows the grammatical regulations laid down by Hemacandra.
Treatment of characters deserves praise, though lack of dramatic movement makes
the play a tad flat in respect of stage performance. However, this drawback has been
the common feature of almost all sanskritc plays, barring a few ones composed by
playwrights like Bhasa. The court culture and the contemporarty literary taste had
probably been the main factors behind the sluggish nature of these genre of literature
designated drsya-kavya (poetry to be watched) in Sanskrit rhetorics.

3.2 Literary Merit of the Inscription

The inscription under investigation may safely be stamped as a faithful
representative of the literary tradition of Indian poetry in the 12" century CE. It uses
two long and sonorous metres, viz. Sardilavikridita and Sragdhard to create the
desired impact of reverence and awe for the valiant and victorious Visaladeva. Being
a prasasti it uses every possible rhetorical device to pronounce the achievements of
the king and to elevate him to the level of Puranic deities and mythical heroes. The
first two verses in Sardiilavikridita metre and the third in Sragdhara depict the
pathetic condition of the enemies of Vigraharaja in the style of Sanskrit court epics.
Court poets love to describe the sufferings of the wives of the foes in many ways as
is found in so many eulogistic inscriptions and poetry. They are also never tired of
painting the enemies to be too weak and coward to face the attack of their patron.
The enemies are shown as getting ready to surrender themselves as soon as they are
aware of the launching of military campaigns by the stronger king. The expression
Satrinam dantantare trpani probably suggests the political convention of
submission by the enemies to the king as pointed out by Colebrook and endorsed by
Kielhorn who hold that this alludes to some Indian custom of biting a blade of grass
as a “token of submission, and of asking quarter’*’. However, these scholars have
not quoted any scriptural authority in support of this explanation. The same verse
holds an expression: margo lokaviruddha eva vijanah Sinyam mano vidvisam and it
is quite strange that the earlier scholars have taken the indeclinable eva (used for
emphasising something) in the sense of iva (conveying similarity i.e. comparison).
But the poet’s intention here seems to create a Ripaka figure and not an Upama.
The former generates a deeper implication that Vigraharaja’s prowess and strict
vigilance did not allow any forbidden path (i.e. path of corruptions) to be followed
by anyone in the world and the only such tract that lay lonely was the empty mind of
the foes. The poet of the eulogy fancies that the king, (through his heroic
achievements) has accessed and made permanent abode in the hearts of the beautiful
wives of the enemies which are as delightful as pleasure houses. Such expressions
and imageries also are nor rarely found in the prasastis. The womenfolk of the
enemies are either enchanted by the lovable qualities of the conqueror or they are
unable to remove his image from their minds being always afraid of his strength and
valour. The poet advises the king that this is an improper place for the king to dwell.
The poet assures the king that he will not lose his home by leaving their hearts, as
Sri, the Goddess of Fortune, churned out of the ocean, and conquered by the king (in
battles), has already made the sovereign sleep in her own lap (thus signifying the
inferiority of the mind of the enemy consorts compared to the lap of Sri and thus
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creating a suggestion of the figure Vyatireka). Visaladeva is called Purusottama, the
Best of Men, and through double entendré the Supreme God (Lord of Sri). Here the
term purusottama with a pun is a deliberate choice to pronounce the divine cahracter
of the king and this practice is also very popular and common in Sanskrit eulogies
starting from the Gupta period. The poet as is evident from his composition is adept
in applying alliteration or Anuprasa, and he does not prefer complex arthalarkaras.
Lilamandirasodaresu svantesu contains a simple Upama, Margo lokaviruddha etc.
gives a single Ripaka and verse 2 of Inscription B may be treated as a good example
of Kavyalinga.

4. Orthographic and Grammatical features of the Record

The inscription is composed in more or less pure Sanskrit obeying rules of Paninian
grammar. But it lacks uniformity and shows irregularity in the matter of
orthographic and grammatical norms. Anusvara is almost without exception wrongly
used for vargapasicama (5" nasal in a consonant group) — a feature which is very
common in epigraphic records and manuscripts. Examples are numerous- ambho..,
damtd(ntaresu),lilamamdira..., svamtesu, Samka, vimdhya, prasamga, mamtri. But
in a few words it is omitted (e.g. kandharesu,prasanna, indra etc.). Anusvara is also
wrongly put as the final letter in the second foot of the first verse of Inscription B.
Optional reduplication of consonants permitted by Panini’s grammar is also found in
letters following are like margga, (nidher)nnirmathya, (himadrer)viracita...,
prahartta, (vicchedanabhir)ddevah, aryavartta. It is to be noted that the
reduplication occurs only once in a word even if there is scope for another in the
same (nnirmathya, not nnirmatthya; aryavartta, not aryyavartta). Sometimed this
option is not exercised as in pratyarthi, yathartham, putra. Va is erroneously used
for ba in brite. (Samvat) sri-vikramaditye in line 5 should more correctly be written
as sri-vaikramaditye. In the same line consonant samdhi is omitted in rajadesat
Jyotisika..... It has been pointed out by D.C. Sircar that the expression (vaisakha)-su-
ti (Inscription A linel, Inscription C line 5), often written su-di is “a contraction of
Suddha (or Sukla)-paksha-divasa”.*' However, it may also be an abbreviation of
Sukla/ Suddha tithi.

Estampages of the Inscriptions
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Source: F. Kielhorn, ‘Delhi Siwalik Inscription of Visaladeva; The Vikrama Year 1220°,
Indian Antiquary, vol. 19, eds. John Faithfull Fleet and Richard Carnac Temple

Notes & References

1.

We are immensely grateful to Dr. Susmita Basu Majumdar, Professor, Department of
Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta, for kindly allowing us to
liberally use materials gleaned and provided by her for a lecture on this inscription
delivered in a workshop organized in the Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur University, in
December-January, 2018-19. We have profusely borrowed from her resources for writing
this introduction. Vide also Sircar, Select Inscriptions, Vol.2, p. 409.

The reading and arrangement of the text and typographic scheme are borrowed from D.C.
Sircar’s Devanagari edition of the same in Select Inscriptions, Volume II, pp.409-410,
which are again taken from the facsimile in Indian Antiquary, XI1X, as acknowledged by
Sircar in footnote 2, p.410. Here we have typed the text in Roman with some basic
emendations. The anusvaras wrongly used for vargaparicamas in almost every place are
replaced by correct vargaparicamas. Anusvara used at the end of a sentence is emended as
m. The optionally reduplicated consonants are emended to single ones. The engraver uses
va for ba in briite in line 3 of inscription C which has been corrected. It is to be noted that
Sircar, does never, and with strong reasons, edit/ correct the irregular orthography of the
inscriptions in the edited body of the text and prefers to point out/ suggest the correct/
regular forms in the footnotes. Over-correction in inscriptions is believed to disturb the
nature of the records which are important sources for the reconstruction of linguistic and
orthographic history of sanskritic writings.

The following translations are examined before construction of a revised translation with
prose rendering of verses. A. ‘Inscription on the staff of Firuz Shah. Translation from the
Sanscrit, as explained by Radhacanta Sarman’ in Asiatic Researches, vol. 1, pp. 315-17.
B. Translation of one of the Inscriptions on the Pillar at Delhee, called the Lat of Feeroz
Shah by Colebrooke in Asiatic Researches, vol.7, pp. 180-81. C. ‘Delhi-Siwalik Pillar
Inscriptions of Visaladeva: The Vikrama Year 1220’ by F. Kielhorn in Indian Antiquary,
vol. 19, pp. 215-19 and D. ‘Delhi-Siwalik Stone Pillar Inscriptions of Visaladeva
Vigraharaja IV, [Vikrama] year 1220 (1163 A.D.)’ Inscriptions of Haryana, ed. S.R.
Phogat, pp. 36-38.

For this part of discussion we have made extensive use of materials uploaded in web
resources, duly acknowledged in Citation Bibliography, but we have cross-checked all the
references with the original sources.

Ranabir Chakravarti, Exploring Early India upto c.A.D. 1300, pp. 317-18.
B.N.S. Yadava, Society and Culture in Northern India in Twelfth Century, p.[xi].

B.D. Chattopadhyaya, Studying Early India: Archaeology, Texts and Historical Issues,
pp- 116-17.

Hermaan Kulke et al, A History of India, p. 117.
The names and identification of various Cahamana clans are widely studied in the works

like Early Chauhan Dynasties and Lecture on Rajput History and Culture by Dasharatha
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Sharma, History of the Chahamanas by R.B. Singh and The Making of Early Medieval
India by B.D. Chattopadhayaya. Wikipedia also provides information about the different
clans of Cahamana lineage.

R.B. Singh, History of the Chahamanas, pp. 82-83, 110.
1bid., pp. 10-15.

1bid., pp. 4-5.

1bid., pp. 10.

1bid., pp. 25-26.

Ibid., p.11-12.

Dasharatha Sharma, Early Chauhan Dynasties, p. 8.
R.B. Singh, op.cit., pp. 36-37.

1bid., pp. 8-9.

1bid., pp. 71-78; Dasaratha Sharma, op.cit., pp. 10-12.

R.B. Singh, op.cit., pp.70-74; The term is as old as Vaiyasika Mahabhatrata and is often
used in compound terms like Kuru-Jangla and Madreya- Jangla. A land with scarcity of
grass and water, high wind, intense heat and a clear sky is defined as Jangladesa in ancient
kosa literature.

Dasharatha Sharma, /bid., pp. 72-80.
Ibid., p. 183.

For this section, we have consulted Chapter III: Genealogy and Chronology (pp. 48- 70)
of History of Chahamanas by R.B. Singh and Chapter II to VIII (pp. 14-88) of The Early
Chauhana Dynasties by Dasharatha Sharma.

Dasharatha Sharma, /bid.., p. 56.

Debarchana Sarkar, ‘Somadeva’s Lalitavigraharajanataka: a brief study’, Sri Jagannath
Jyoti, p. 100.

Dasharatha Sharma, op.cit., p. 59.
Ibid., pp. 55-56.

Ibid., pp. 57.

Loc.cit.

R.B. Singh, op.cit., pp. 148-53.

F.Kielhorn, “Delhi Siwalik Pillar Inscription of Visaladeva; The Vikrama Year 1220” in
Indian Antiquary, vol.19.

Dasharatha Sharma, op.cit., pp. 59-60.

R.B. Singh, op.cit., p.148.

Debarchana Sarkar, op.cit., p. 101-02.

Ibid., p.100.

Dasharatha Sharma, op.cit., pp. 60-62; R.B. Singh, op.cit., pp. 141-43.
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37. ‘Somadeva’s Lalitavigraharajanataka: a brief study’ in: Sri Jagannath Jyoti, Journal of
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NAVYA-NYAYA LANGUAGE & METHODOLOGY: AN
EXEGESIS

Satyajit Layek

The basic nature of human language is, it works as vehicle of thought for social
communication and it is a regular phenomenon. Sometimes, it is shared in codified
form. By virtue of his faculty, a decoder is able to recognise and interpret the meaning
being proficient with same vocabulary. In short, there has to be a rapport between
encoder and decoder.

Navya-nyaya language and logic is also a codified artificial language of the neo-
logical school. It reflects remarkable impact in society during that era. This artificial
language was innovated keeping theological discourses (vadas) in focus for arriving
at truth (tattvajiianam). The precision of language made it flawless and unambiguous.
It passed through two earlier phases namely, old and mediaeval era of nyaya logic and
emerged as refined as it could have been, the format being criticise and re-construct
(khandana-mandana) amongst the opponent and the proponent. This endeavour gives
rise to enormous growth of literature in both sides. In old era, Buddhist logicians were
the formidable opponent; in neo —logical era, Prabhakara school of Pirva—mimamsa
became the opponent. For a meaningful dialogue neo-logicians evolved technical pair-
terms (pratibhasika- sabdas) for scientific usage, such as-anuyoigi-pratiyogt (base-
relatum & counter -relatum) sadhya-sadhana (goal to be achieved &ground
reasoning), dharma-dharmin (intrinsic property & the locus of the property), karya-
karana (cause & effect), avacchedaka-avacchinna (delimiter & delimited) etc. After
observing the influence, considering its usefulness and good impact neo-
grammarians, rhetoricians started using this branded-language profusely and
purposefully in order to make their literary creation logical & meaningful such as, the
Vakyapadiya of Bharttrihari and the Rasagangadhara of Pandit Jagannatha are best
examples. Apart from these two, there are many disciplines who incorporated these
principles.

In other words, Navya- nyaya logic became a multifaceted liberal discipline where
every system has the scope to opine. Sometimes, naiyayikas quote other systems as
opponents on issue-based debate and having discussed thoroughly tries to show the
faults in the proposition and finally assert own views as resolutions. And here lies the
beauty of this system for honouring other contemporary stalwarts.

Nyaya and Vaisesika systems, being diametrically opposed to each other became
allied to subdue the adversary attack of the Buddhist logicians. Naiyayikas accept
sixteen categories, on the contrary, Vaisesikas reduced to only seven and insert
remaining nine into first three categories, collectively known as genre (sattd).The
Naiyayikas are of the opinion to accept four means of acquiring knowledge
(pramanas), on the contrary , the Vaisesikas accept first two and showed insertion of
the rest two in either inference or perception. The old logical school nurtured
Nyayadarsana as object-oriented treatise (prameya-sastra), the soul (atman), re-birth
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and salvation (apavarga) became main issues of discussion, but neo-logical school
viewed it as Pramana — sastra. Tattvacintamani happened to be the fully flourished
form of neo-logic school authored by Gangesa, deals with exclusively four pramanas.

As logical history opines, this process began in Jayanta Bhatta, the famous logician
of mediaeval era, says- asmabhistu laksanasitrani eva vyakhyasante. By this he wants
to mean he is not much concerned with other items, except the definition-sutras.

Jayanta Bhatta introduces the concept of cluster- instrumentality
(samagrikaranatavada) as opposed to the concept of grammarians, Sadhakatamarm
karanam. Udayana hinted many new approaches in both Parisuddhi, a commentary
on Tatparyatika of Vacaspati and Kiranavali, a commentary on Prasastapadabhasya
belonging to mediaeval school. Laksanavali and Laksanamala are his two meaningful
contribution on Vaisesika and Nyaya system respectively. Udayanacarya showed a
balanced eye-sight for both the systems and he is the pioneer thinker of navya- nyaya
language and logic. His commentaries became masterpieces than the original works.
The procedural cogency of learning, namely the four circuits- the knower (pramata),
knowable (prameya), the instrument of acquiring (pramana) and the valid-knowledge
(pramiti) are heeded by both- old & new schools (catasrsu
caivamvidhasvarthatattvam parisamapyate as envisaged by Vatsyayana , the
Bhasyakara).

Actually speaking, the entire logical edifice is erected by way of commentaries in
view of clarification and restoring simplicity of earlier crude texts. On Nyayadarsana
of Gautama four more commentaries were written and known by the name of
Caturgranthika (the bhasya-vartika- tatparya-parisuddhi). Mithila, in Bihar happened
to be the origination of neo- logic but got flourished in Navadwipa, West Bengal.

Bhasarvajiia, another stalwart did not give much importance to the Vaisesikas-
nyayam vyakhyatukama vayam, jadi vaisesikaih saha virodhah syat kim chinnam.

That is, we are interested in learning and exploring Nyayasastra and doing so if we
are at loggerheads of any systems we overlook. So, in fight started within the system
during that era and language precision was felt desideratum to delimit the scope of
ambiguity in debate.

Approximately, eleventh century onwards one remarkable change came into being for
writing elementary compendium with not analytical but nut-shell reasoning
(prakaranatmakam grantham) keeping both the systems (nyaya- vaisesika) alive.The
necessity being the students’ welfare and keeping the tradition intact. balanam
sukhavodhaya kriyate tarkasamgrahah (2nd line of mangalasloka, Tarkasamgraha).
Again reiterated the same view by saying-

kanadanyayamatayorbalavyutpattisiddhaye (1st line of last verse of TS)

During that time due to invasion of foreigners to mother India all Buddhist
monasteries were invaded and scholars were no longer alive, manuscripts were burnt
off. So, in want of opposition in logical debate the Mimamsakas appeared again, being
well- equipped in the scene and sustained.
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Saptapadarthi of Shivaditya, Tarkasamgrahah of Annambhatta & Bhasaparicchedah
of Viswanatha imbibe both the systems at one place and criticise old school in neo-
logical gesture. Shivaditya accepted negation (abhava) as separate category.
Annarbhatta re- defined perception and tried to establish its epistemology in his
commentary  Tarkadipika. (Atma manasa samyujyate mana  indriyena
indriyamarthena tatah pratyaksajiianamutpadyate) Accordingly, Viswanatha did not
pay much importance to God. Instead’ isvareccha sakti he prefers to highlight
fcchamatraiva Sakti. He also deferred the defition of word coined by grammarians and
replaced it by saktam padam. After quoting the definition on perception of Gautama
he says that by this definition, perceptual knowledge of God (Isvarapratyaksam na
laksyam). Hence, in Muktavali he re-defines Jiianakaranakam jianam pratyaksam
alone would facilitate the self-realisation of God. For him God is an instrumental-
cause (nimitta-karanam) and the creator of this planet, earth. Vedantin on the contrary
holds this universe as evolution of the desire of brahman (pure-consciousness).

Neo-logicians use single negative word ‘na’ for denial and silence the opponent (iti
cet, na). This language is not derogative rather submissive, it made us re- think and
discard by saying sati vadhake tajyate. - When you are at fix, no logical way out, leave
the issue under discussion liberally. For linguistic clarity neo-logicians introduced two
concepts namely, sabdapravrttinimitta & avacchedaka. e.g., ghatatva, patatva etc.
These are the intrinsic properties of the entities or referents. Avacchedaka being a
delimiter delimits the scope for its exact location. As contrary to this concept they
introduced some agantuka dharmas (contextual property). Such as describer-described
relationship (niripya-niriipakabhavah), adhara-adheyabhavah etc. The following
examples would specify these concepts clearly.

‘bhiitale ghatah’, here ‘bhiitala’ is adhara and ‘ghata’ is adheya. Both the properties
adhara (locus) & adheya (located) are contextual. If we want to delimit the exact
location by using the intrinsic property, verbal understanding (sabdabodhah) will be
as follows -

i) bhutala-nistha- adharata-nirtipita-adheyatavan-ghatah
ii) ghata- nistha-adheyata -nirupita- adharatavat-bhatalam

Here, in the first sentence bhiitalanistha, the locusness is described by the locatedness
of ghatah. Likewise, in the second sentence the locatedness of ghatah is described by
the locusness of earth. ‘kunde badaram’ means there is s berry in the vessel or the
vessel contains a berry. Here too, the verbal understanding ($abdabodhah) would be:

kunda-- nistha - adharata-niriipita -badara- nistha - adheyata.

‘tva’ & ‘td’ are the mark of universal (jati) or class-forming properties they conceive
to bring all individuals under one umbrella such as ghatatva, patatva, karyata,
kdaranatd etc. ghatatva-avacchinna-ghata- nistha- adharatavat-bhiitalam could be
another simplified logical understanding of the sentence bhutale -ghatah. Naiyayikas
are utter realist & unlike Vedantins. In case of verbal understanding they pay
importance to the noun, ended with nominative case (prathamanta- mukhya-
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visesyakah). The following sentence could be explained in three ways satisfying their
respective tenats-

i) Rama gacchati- gamananukila-krtiman-ekatvavisista-ramah (naiyayikas)
ii) Ramanistha-kritijanya-gamanam (akhyatamukhyavisesya,grammarians)
iii) Ramanistha-gamanajanya-krtih (bhavanamukhyavisesya,mimarmsakas)

Likewise, ‘ramah gramarh gacchati’ could be explained as follows:

gramanistha-smyogajanaka -gamanajanaka- ekatvavisista-ramah (Rama, being noun
ended with nominative suffix, singular case ending). This happened to be their verbal
understanding (sabdabodhah). Grammarians give impression on action (akhyata) so,
it is highlighted at the end of the sentence.

Mimamsakas pay importance on bhavana/vyapara (function) or krtih (volition or
determination), that has appeared at the end of the sentence.

Neo-logical school divided entities under two sets-

savisayaka (entities having an object) such as knowledge (jiiana), desire (iccha) and
volition (krtih /prayatna), other than these three all are nirvisayaka (having no objects)
such as ghatapatadi etc. Actually speaking all these existent entities are to be known
as linguistic referent (padartha or vastu), apart from these all are non-entities
(apadartha or avastu) like rabbit’s horn or sky-lotus.

One such term is counter-relatum (sapratiyogika). Here too, we find absence
(abhava), relation (sambandha) and similarity (sadrsya)-these three entities fall under
this category. The following examples would substantiate the fact under discussion.

Vrtti (meaning of word or relation) is of two types- abhidha (primary meaning) and
laksana (secondary or extended meaning). In addition to these two, they accept third
category i.e. the tatparyajiiana (intention of the speaker).

Let me cite out one example to substantiate the fact. The traditional example is
gangayam ghosah (the milkmens colony is in the river Ganges), this becomes the
primary meaning but this is not tenable, because it is not feasible for living beings to
live in the flow of Ganges (garngapravaha). Hence, through extended meaning we can
fix up the bank of river, and that meaning is sustainable. Moreover, Navyanaiyayika
Viswanatha opines Sakyasambandhah laksandstatparyanupapattitah, in other words
intention of speaker has no scope in it, which is related to primary meaning has to be
accepted.

Navyanaiyayikas define morpheme as sakfam padam unlike the definition of
grammarian suptinantam padam.

Sometimes, they don't accept laksana.e.g.in the compound of karmadharaya. The
compounded form is nisadasthapati (the leader of the hunters, sankarajati, an
intercaste clan). This compound could be explained two ways- nisadanam sthapati
(sasthitatpurusa) or nisadascasau sthapatis ceti (karmadharaya). Although nayayikas
don't accept gaurava (logical cumbersome) still, they accept it being it
phalamukhagaurava (yields results). In short, that aforementioned intercast people
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have no rights to read vedas for performing sacrifices. Here, that authority is bestowed
upon, hence permitted. Actually speaking naiyayikas are always in favour of logical
simplicity (laghava) in discourses.

na ca nisadasya sankarajativisesasya vedanaghikarad yajanasambhava iti vacyam.

Neo-logicians don't accept vakyalaksana like mimamsakas and grammarians. They
accept padalaksana only. Established view is, vakyalaksana, the unity of sentence
meaning between vidhivakya (injunctive sentences) and arthavada (praising or
censuring narratives). According to neo-logical school sakyartha (primary meaning)
is more important and laksyartha (secondary or extended meaning) is posited with
reference to context. Here too, a controversy arises that in case of laksana,
anvayanupappatti is permitted example like gangayam ghosah, otherwise, the
possibility to tag of two consituents - gangapravaha & gangatira is not tenable. This
is the one variety of laksana called jahatsvartha (where primary meaning is
abandoned). Since, laksana is defined as Sakyasambandhah, hence tatparya
(intension of the speaker) has no scope in it
(laksnasakyasambandhastatparyanupapattitah).

Laksana’s main principle is anvayanupappatti (incompatibility of relation). e.g. yastih
pravesaya (enter the stick in the hall), if we don't accept extended or secondary
meaning here then, the intention of feeding the person ,holding a stick in hand remains
unexplained. So the very purpose of such utterances is to ask the monk to enter the
hall for food. This is the example of ajahatsvarthalaksana (the primary meaning is
dropped here). On the contrary, ‘kakebhyah dadhi raksatam’ implies other than crow
whosoever is spoilers of curd (dadhyupaghatakah). Here, tatparyagrahan is
recommended, otherwise cat etc. won't feature in this preview. This is the definition
of jahatajahatsvarthalaksana (primary meaning partly remains and encompasses
secondary meaning too).

One more variety is laksitalaksana (targeted meaning is postulated) e.g. dvirepha,
double ‘r’-syllables refer to honey-bee. Here, the extended meaning is indirectly
related (paramparasambandha).

The world view regarding creation of this universe is:

i) +X +Y
i) X +Y
i) —-X -Y
iv) +X -Y

These are four variables possible out of two variants namely, X &Y. Here too,
naiyayikas hold their distinctive view.

In the first case of model, the source is one (brahman) and has become many. This the
view of dvaitins like Vallabhacharya. Plurality is super imposed on singularity.

In the second case source is not one, but many. All realists like nayaikas etc. fall in
this group because, they are in favour of pluralism of universe.
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In the third category idealists like Buddhist fall since they opine the momentariness
of entity. So, many are derived from many but not from one. In other words,
experiential plurality they deny. Thing-in-itself (svalaksana) alone is real for them not
thing in general (samanyalaksana).

Adpvaitin like Shankara belongs to this fourth category. Here, X is one but Y is
appearing as change or modification (vivarta) but not real. Non- attributed pure
consciousness (nirdharmaka-suddhacaitanya) alone is real. The whole universe has
emerged from ne science (avidya/maya).

The difference between Shankara & Vallabha being appearing & becoming
respectively. In this context falsity (mithya) means inexplicability (anirvacaniya). On
the contrary, consciousness is having double -nature, with attributes (saguna) and
without attributes (nirdhrmaka). Hence, Shankara accepts the variable degrees of
reality. According to him brahman alone has highest reality (paramarthika sat). This
universe has experiential reality (vyavaharika sat). And this will be subsided after the
brahman is known. These are the four holistic approaches with regards to the creation
of this universe and four sets of pre-supposition of entities-their existence & non-
existence.

In the context of verbal understanding Viswanatha accepted eight ways and means,
one of them is grammar. Grammatical aspects like root, stem and suffix are
responsible for generating verbal-knowledge. Grammarians accept the relationship
between word and its meaning (sakti) is in verb (kriya). But this theory being logically
cumbersome (gaurava) navya naiyayikas accept that in volition (kriti) since it is
simpler (/aghava) and therefore, to be accepted.

dhatuprakrtipratyadinam Saktigraho vyakaranad bhavati. kvacit sativadhake tyajyate

The model of enquiry began through a framework of argumentation. Naiyayikas
formalise daily experiences and find corroboration in the Vedic lore. Prof. V.N.Jha,
our hon’ble guruji opines this theory is as ‘down up model’.

Here, we find the tolerance for accepting & listening other systems too. A course of
dialogue between internal & external systems of any disciplines with reference to the
context under discussion, is highlighted. Sometimes, dialogue fails owing to the
hardship and ambiguity in expression hence, evolved a new artificial language called
navyanyaya systems of logic.

The other theory for corroboration is ‘Top down model’” where Vedantins &
Mimamsakas cite out upanisadic statements in order to substantiate the fact and falsify
the universe or made balanced equation of individual with almighty, e.g. brahma
satyam jagat mithya (brahman alone is real, the universe is false), sarvam khalvidam
brahma jivabrahmaiva naparah (everything is pure- consciousness and each
individual is akin to brahman); tattvamasi (You are that) etc.

Mimamsakas quote praiseworthy or decrying sentences (arthavada) for keeping
sentence unity (ekavakyata) in ritual performances. Although the main purpose of
mimamsakas are to interpret the vedic injunctive sentences (vidhivakyas). They
postulated an intermediate causal-link (apurva) between sacrifice (yaga) and heaven
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(svarga) technically called as the state of being cause-effect relationship
(karyakaranabhava).

The encoding and decoding model of Noam Chomsky, an American Linguist is highly
relevant in the present context. Modern linguistic theories are based upon fundamental
functions of language to communicate. Languages spoken by human beings are social
phenomenon and contrasted to animal communication. No place of dogma in
philosophising. The external reality being the parameter of great Indian seers. And
hence, it became more philosophical than speculation; more spiritual than empirical.

Four more principles are strictly observed in verbal knowledge for its origination-
compatibility (vogyata), expectency (akamksa), proximity (@satti) and intention of the
speaker (tatparya) in between words & meanings thereby.

Hence, watering through fire (vahnina sificati) cannot be a proper usage even if it is
grammatically correct because, it lacks compatibility.

In case of a sentence where words are at random used, without proper sequences as
follows:

Devadatta is qualified with good garments, ear- rings and an umbrella -what would be
the verbal understanding? Owing to remembering the successive words the earlier one
gets destroyed and due to a long distance or proximity in between two words (asatti)
understanding is jeopardised. Hence, no knowledge will occur, if the opponent holds
proximity in between words are not counted in case of verbal understanding that is
untenable.

nanu yatra chatri kundali vasasvi devadatta ityuktar, tatrottarapadasmaranena
plirvapadasmaranasya nasadavyavadhanena tattatpadasmaranasambhaba,iti
(Muktavali, sabdakhanda of Bhasapariccheda)

All these amounts to conclude that neo- logical school is relevant even in the 21st
century AD otherwise known the age of dot com, where advanced technology alone
is the last resort and ‘Survival of the fittest’ — is the slogan of the day. To me it appears
that the codified language of social media may have to some extent the inheritance of
encoding-decording ideas of navya- nyaya system of logic. The encrypted messages
of both social & electronic media would substantiate my proposition.

This school is ever ready to accept any challenge at any given point of time but
impartial assessment is of this artificial language was evolved for intellectual
discourse or debate keeping in view the clarity of understanding. It is an unambiguous
attempt for meaningful communication. As we all know language maps reality and
whatever we encode as experiences, exactly the same structured reality the listener
should get after decoding -this happens to be the intention of the speaker.

This is why perhaps, neo-logicians pay much importance on intension of speaker
(tatparyajnana). In other words, the speaker’s intension is that the hearer should enjoy
the same reality what he intended for. By this way developed a rapport (samvada) in
between speaker & hearer.
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Moreover, liberation is a prameya padartha. Nyayavaisesika School admitted true -
knowledge (tattvajiiana) alone could yield that goal. They are pluralistic & believe in
Pluralistic knowledge of entities characterised as -real entities exist all through as it
is, on the the contrary, non-existent entities never exist (satasca sadbhava asatasca
asadbhava). Neo-logicians concentrated more on means of acquiring knowledge
(pramana) in order to have a clear perception of the universalism in its accurate form
& nature, methodology being comparison and contrast (sadharmya & vaidharmya).
By this way, they achieve desired goal, culminated to self-realisation, ways &
methods are different but goal remained one and the same in all philosophical systems
of India.

French Philosopher Jacques Derrida’s literary theory of deconstruction (vinirmana)
may have a comparative view. He holds that people in general expresses their thoughts
in terms of binary opposition such as, black & white, cause & effect etc. He also
opines that these oppositions are hierarchical by nature. Although it was a critic of
structuralism & formalism, a theory of reading in between lines for dissemination of
language and text thereby subvert meaning, although deconstruction itself is a
methodology for reading and interpreting a text. The Indian logical approach is
contrary to that, a word, linguistically called morpheme (minimum meaningful unit)
is always denotative or expressive (vacaka) and the meanings are sometimes either
connotative (vacya) or suggestive (vyanga) within the ambit of primary meaning it
extends its periphery. Navya-naiyayikas stick to that principle and uphold the Indian
literary criticism by and large with comparative intellectual analysis.
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SOME GLIMPSES ON PRABODHA-CANDRIKA OF
VAIJALA-BHUPATI

Parboty Chakraborty

Abstract

From Vedic age, or even before that, formulations were made by our forefathers concerning
the language: Vaidika or Laukika. Their observations have been flourished and increased in
various ways along thousands of years. After Paninian and major well known non-Paninian
schools, scholars continued their efforts to make easy our grammar. As a result, there are so
many less-known vyakarana-texts which reveal our eyes. Prabodha-Candrika of Vailaja-
Bhiipati is one of them.

The history of laying instructions dealing with Sanskrit language (though this name
is given later) goes remote past in India. Major schools of pre-Paninian, Paninian
and non-Paninian systems cannot he claimed as the last stone of a grammatical
treatise in any way. The language of people of a society as goes on like a river, so
also the usages pertaining different varieties may change or take various shapes
consciously or unconsciously. As a consequence, grammatical treatises have ever
been composed by a lot of genius and reputed scholars through the ages. It is true
that India can boast of a perfect, well-documented, scientific, all-pervasive Sanskrit
grammar of Panini and its elaborate as well as logical commentaries of Panini’s
followers. In spite of that, some others have tried in searching of an easier method of
grammar to be learnt by the common men who had to be engaged in various
professions or general acquaintance of a vast Sanskrit literature. Some non-Paninian
grammars like Katantra, Mugdhabodha, Samksiptasara, Harinamamrta and the likes
are well-known in this area. But smaller texts were written upto 19th century for the
beginners. Some of them are in the form of stanzas for learning and practising in an

easy and shorter way.

Prabodha-Candrika (hence PC) of Vaijala Bhiipati (or Vaijala Deva) is taken here
as an example. Pt. Haraprasad Shastri made observations upon this but they might

have some disputes also concerning the life and history of this author.!

One vulgate edition is available of this book which was published from Tamilnadu
with Tamil translation in 2002. But this translation is not easily accessible by most

of us. This short grammar is composed by anustup metre in Sanskrit. To teach his
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own son, Hiradhara, Vaijala wrote this book preaching the glory of Rama
throughout the text. Rama was his only person to be worshipped — TH=EEHTEET
(Parva-pithika-35.). Verses are illustrated in simple explanations and examples

which are very rare in traditional grammatical texts.

History and background of making this text is the subject matter of Plirva-pithika
(Pp), i.e. first part of it. In the published form of PC, mention has been made that
Vaijala Bhiipati as the author of it (3nufa-am), yet some verses of Pp refer him as
the king of the author (SST&NfTITAT STIfd STAfA-V 1. TeATRAT TS W SAfT Sefeied
Am-V2) and he is as well as the author of PC — sfimgsieiean fafead wahd...of v-
4,11,28, Pp; Saierafegert ... SMfdfERea@=hIivf...v-35, Pp. Patna, as spoken here,
may not be of Bihar, but Odisha, as example is available from this book — 3chelld,
ufg 9 agung USAHAHT —V-2/1/45.

Vaijala was the son of king Vikramaditya (Pp-v2) and the last person in Chauhan
dynasty. He was the ruler of Patna. One verse is devoted applying seven
declensional endings with vocative, using the stem, Rama, in proper sentential
formations (Pp-3). Engrossed in Ramacandra, Vaijala thought temporariness of
wealth, kingdom, human body etc., because fame (kirti) is only eternal. With this
end in view, he had a plan to teach children as well as learned persons a grammar
which will establish his glory forever in this world. So he said his playing son,
Hiradhara about the utility of vidya by verses like —

T forar ferepg forem wmaer wfererm
fore iRt grer fomn wewerarami14, Pp.

According to the king, desired results come from good deeds for which three
instances are — Dadhici is danavira, Sivi is dayavira and Hamira is yuddhavira.

Here the mention of Hamra is interesting associated with two other old names.

Srihiradhara, listening his father’s advice, humbly requested him to be instructed for
doing something. Vaijala told that Hifafa=m (Moral Theory) and s/fa=m (Study of
Weapons) — two are needed for a king, yet, learning Hifd is more precious. The
knowledge of Hifd is possible from proper and deep study of verbs and syntactico-
semantic relation of a sentence (TFITHNHEITH-30, Pp) and this helps to make
flourish a kingdom. So grammatical knowledge is essential— fomT =Rt amoft... 7
g@ hare (31, Pp) for understanding a language. Duties of a king should be
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known by himself, but before that, vyakarana is to be learnt for g‘%’@ﬁ&’ To acquire
FRITRRRETERH, Vaijala claimed that his composition is very good (ItHET).
Though there are so many texts in this area, yet his PC shall be taken heartily, like
honey-bees being satisfied by the honey of Malati-flowers, go in other type of
flowers. His book will dispel darkness of ignorance and it is fererteft,

Among various topics of a grammar, the author has first dealt with sup-endings
(frafh-s) because our knowledge is derived from these uses, not from karaka-s.

Here ends Pp with 37 verses.

The second part begins with =i and its first section is wfe=t-ser (R=g —
37fE =1.) as endings are two types — ®1iq and @, All karaka-vibhakti’s and Fa=e-
wgl are advised for 3 — (not denoted by other items) areas. Adverbs are regarded
as %A with neuter gender (v-2.27)% Importance is not given for defining karakas in
this treatise; vibhakti-s are instructed for different concepts, e.g. pasicami for
Farsefid, Iat S and so on. New ideas are utilized here in many occasions. The
Varttika in Paninian Grammar, viz. ‘TIscid SHEARRT 9 is simplified as “Id: Jaqor
qd: JeHt ®q° (2.45-46). Illustrative examples are occasionally exhaustive in PC,

as wasH-uses are shown in 28 varieties of sentences (of 2.21-28).

There are no aphorisms or technicalities in PC. Instructions and their instances are
lucid and self-explanatory. But surprisingly, this text has discussed some
philosophical issues concerning a language as well as vydkarana. For example, at
the last part of karaka-section, a question is raised: why &= is not treated as a
karaka? The answer is clearly stated by Vaijala - ‘& & ﬁFﬂ'l%‘g[: TR AT
(52, Karakacandrika). Direct relation with a kriya is needed for a karaka (53, ibid).
In the case of expressing a relation, i.e. =4, there is no independent connection

between kriya and karaka. So w4 is not a karaka, as THET 4a:|

One of the notable features of this text is the third-section, named srgw=afs=n a) A
karaka relation may be denoted through =nfs (=fg), afEa etc. This provision is
vividly discussed. b) The cases, where both & and et are to be expressed, then
number, gender etc. are to be followed depending on the word as S, not fshf.>

The places where the suggestive meaning (laksand) is required, are elaborated with
examples pointing out ST&d. &Mt and 31sfeq. &, It there exists intention (tdtparya),

then laksana is treated as essential for et and staaref too in this way —

[50]



ANVIKSA o VOL. XLIV & JAN 2023

yerfseereisii dreraieaeng:| 3.44

Syntactic correlations in number, gender are to be decided, except Bahuvrihi
compound (3/22). When the relation is ST and S¥83, then gender and number may
vary, e.g. AAUTASTaq Hidr, F<d: 39 < (3.25-26). Conventionally, the secondary
(gauna) meaning is treated as @& in philosophy of language. Exception to this,
PC offers three types of uses of a word — 7%, T and ATk (3.38) and defines
these varieties with suitable examples. Though a formal grammatical text, the PC
gave importance on various issues of ¥egaNe (verbal understanding / sentence
meaning). In this perspective, intention of the speaker (tatparya) plays a vital role,

but here the used word (sabda) is authentic, saying:

qreqdfawy wee: gaTorffa ffd:)

AT AGTHNOT IMeqaTY Yarddll 3.48

Taking a word meaning through ST or =3t is another point here (3/45-47).

In forming a passive construction from the primitive sentences which have 3, &
etc. as a HHUHNSH , there a controversy prevails in grammatical traditions, viz.
Paninian, Mugdhabobha and other systems too. Here PC prescribes that this
secondary karman shall be expressed (abhihita) by conjugational endings etc., like
@Wﬁﬁ HOHTET: gmﬁ (3.61-62). Instances are galore for various types of passive
constructions. Interestingly, this author of grammar has set the third section of the
second part, by the name, 313%1:??[, containing 63 verses with illustrations in full

form of sentences.

The fourth section, viz. FHTE=-ZaT is engaged with compounds and their types. In
spite of Panini's technical division of four kinds principally, there is a very old
tradition of characterizing samdsa-s on the ground of predominance of meaning
denoted by the constituent words.> Going ahead more, Vaijala indentifies each
samdsa with two types of predominance for dcJew, FHIT and aga“r% Predominance
of the first word is like — qﬁﬁh‘l?l, 39HH, whereas of the last constituent is - THEE.
But dcq& is generally taken as ITUSTITE| So also for FHURT (4.4) :- CIENEW?S[H‘I’—T is
in o TS gewfiE: (TEW: e §9), SWUEriuN is in fidicrem 39 S add. In
addition to E@Eﬁ% and g5 compounds, predominance of both the constituents is
admitted here for %’l also. Categorically three types are shown for eI
compounds here through the predominance; qgfquwr—r = IWHY, ITIGIIIH =
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@ (Y& T, a little of happiness), F=URTITEN = IHMTG: (4.19) But why
3T here ? It should be SIS as an avyayibhava samasa (cf. Panini-siitra;

FUETS o TFEH, 212132).

Karmadhdaraya-samasa is divided into seven categories in PC (FHURAE q@eT €
frmerdl 4.19) special feature is here that two verieties may be the author's own

contribution. They are — HFEMTIETE as in THIRT ¥1d; the other — SIFURUMYETE as in
Twee 7H|° Bahuvrihi is of seven kinds (FHHT @I wgslife:, 4.23).

In sanskrit grammars, regulation are found for singular ending in neuter gender for
dvigu-compounded words. Different thinking of Vaijala indentifies ﬁ;’g as TehagTall
(using singular ending in neuter/feminine gender) and YFa=sTal (with plural number
and other gender also) (4/31). The first types of examples are — To=edl, Frre ete.,
the second types are — FretteT:, =qfesr:|

Secondary (taddhita) suffixation is the subject of 5" Candrika. All suffixes are
distributed in three categories, viz. a) Fﬂwﬁ (for arecaden, ey, femened etc.),
i.e. giving general ideas; b) WET® (for ™, qe, $H, =S, ¥q, I% and some other
suffixes), i.e. in the sense of ‘nature thereof’; and c) 3T=ITEF (treating the word as
an indeclinable), where the suffixes like 3, T, aT are enjoined after the stems and
they are used as an avyaya. Unlike others, words like ¥, M, 3T etc. are
derivable with taddhita suffixes, according to PC.

Primary suffixation (%q) is dealt in the 6™ section where variety of usages forming
with kta-suffix is highlighted (cf. 6/14-24, PC.) in full sentence forms. The last,
Tf-e=f-zaT is the seventh in the second part. This sections begins with resulting in
and then other sandi-s of seven kinds gradually. It is to be noted here that the uses
like I, g1, Fa1 compounded with % meaning 399 (little) are treated as the
cases of sandhi. Ta=, TaTET, Tlﬁﬁ?, AT are justified in most of the grammatical
texts. But, T, T, TEET are admitted by Vaijala as accommodating views of

3R

some persons (7/15-16). Now, we may take these as later usages of common people
who replace by av not ava for the vowel, 3 in M| @I and SR are
classified with clear examples with SI?&I“TIH also. Some simple cases of
cerebralization of 7 and § are included here. 31 -> : -> 371-3f, here change follows
as - 3 —> F -> {1-3f / 31 -> 3737 in Paninian tradition, e.g. TH: ITH: > THIAW: /
T 399:1 But PC prescribes T first (... I a1 faeflerdl 7.59) and then declares
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optional provision for using 7 as an alternative view in the following way : “Hd &
FEITE T ...” 7.59. When L is followed after a &/, then the result is - ST+
> 9TdT W) But this is not acceptable in - #9 / # + 8:| Avoiding technicalities,

PC. Concluded the perfect form, B, giving priority to the later rule.’

Through this study of Prabodha-candrika of Vaijala-Bhipati, it reveals that the
author was successful by composing such a text to teach the general grammatical
features of Sanskrit language. It is no doubt that learning syntactical, semantical and
morphological requirements for Sanskrit may be possible for a student without
technicalities of other systems of grammar. Technical terms or interpretative canons
are fully avoided by the author. Philosophical ideas of language are also
accommodated by this author nicely. There may be some influence of other systems.
Quarries for some cases may exist but they can be solved after getting a critical

edition of this rare but useful text in future years.

Notes & References

1. At present, Sri Suryakanta Sutradhar is doing his Ph.D research in this text in the
Rabindra Bharati University. I am thankful to him for getting some materials.

2. In Mugdhabodha and Harinamamrta grammars also fsrrfassior is regarded as accusative

case (FHHE)|

S dfeishi Ty TATgThT =1 JaT a1l aTeleh: Yehdl: HEAT el forehae 113.8.
Prescriptions of Varttika on Panini-satra — sw&ferd =1, 114151 (Siddhantakaumudi-539)
Cf. TEgwTERITIHUH| e - fedtar dr:|

This s@ememE compound of FWYRT may be compared with EUFHHET, justifiable
under the siitra — FYEIEHEIL-I219R in Paninian system.

7. Tt T siged YecaTed HRY: 17.68.
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TOWARDS AN EXPERIENTIAL VIEW OF THE DIVINE: AN
ANALYSIS OF THE $RI SRI RAMAKRSNA KATHAMRTA
BEYOND THE ADVAITIC FRAMEWORK

Loknath Chakrabarti

Abstract

The philosophical and religious thought currents of the 19h century are reflected in the Sri Sri
Ramakrsna Kathamrta and a keen observer can discover some major departures from the then
prevalent schools of philosophy in the conversations documented here. Keeping in line with the
Indian tradition of argumentation, we find that the tone and tenor of the text is not that of
sermonizing but that of an openness to dialogues and free discourse. Therefore, the text draws
ideas from Dualism, Non-Dualism and Qualified Non-Dualism and elements from other
schools of Indian Philosophy and Spirituality. The dominant discourse on the core philosophy
of the text is seen to be tilted towards Advaita Vedanta. This paper highlights the elements of
an experiential philosophical framework, that is found in the conversations recorded in the text.
We begin with analyzing these ideas in the light of ViSistadvaita Vedanta and then proceed to
discuss some other ideas which later found detailed expression in the works of 20" century
Bengali philosophers such as Paficanana Tarkaratna and 11 Sitaramadasa Onkaranatha Deva.
The paper shows how the experiential framework of Abhinava Pranavavada of Onkaranatha
Deva yields a more coherent approach towards blending the different strands of ideas found in
the Kathamrta and reinforces the philosophical basis of the experiential states discussed in the
Kathamrta.

Key words

Sri Sri Ramakrsna Kathamrta, Abhinava Pranavavada. Visistadvaita, Vijiiana Vedanta.

1. Introduction

The philosophical ideas found in the teachings of the nineteenth-century Bengali
mystic S1T Ramakrsna have been the subject of an interpretive debate involving the
scholars of the Ramakrsna Order as well as the scholars outside the fold. S$ii
Ramakrsna’s views have been studied and interpreted by numerous commentators and
these studies have majorly been in terms of a particular philosophical sect, such as
Tantra, Advaita, or Visistadvaita. His religious and philosophical ideas teachings were
meticulously recorded by his close disciple Mahendranath Gupta in ST Sri Ramakrsna
Kathamrta — this text encompasses a wide range of spiritual and philosophical themes
as discussed by ST Ramakrsna. His teachings on God, the relationship between
humans and God, the purpose and meaning of human life and the various forms of
spiritual experiences depict an influence of the numerous Hindu philosophical sects
and texts prevalent during his time. As a consequence, it has proven difficult to
ascertain his own philosophical views. A careful look at the literature centred around
his teachings suggests that commentators from the late nineteenth century up to the
present have adopted three major interpretive approaches the philosophical teachings
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of 817 Ramakrsna. For example, scholars such as Swami Dhireshananda (1962, 1980),
Swami Omkarananda (1964a,b), Swami Prajnanananda (1976-82), Dinesh
Bhattacharya (1987), and Arpita Mitra (2014) opine and argue that Advaita Vedanta
was Sr1 Ramakrsna’s ultimate standpoint. On the other hand, Gupta, the author of the
Kathamrta and a contemporary of Sri Ramakrsna, suggested that Sri Ramakrsna’s
philosophy is closer to Ramanuja’s Viistadvaita than Sankara’s Advaita. Ayon
Maharaj (2018) presents a fresh approach to this question and argues that Sri
Ramakrsna’s philosophy is best represented as “Vijiiana Vedanta.” - a non-sectarian
philosophy whose basis is the spiritual experience of vijiiana, a term often used by ST
Ramakrsna. This new approach aims to harmonize various apparently conflicting
religious faiths, sectarian philosophies, and spiritual disciplines. To summarise its
core ideas: According to SrT Ramakrsna’s ultimate spiritual standpoint of vijiiana,
God is both personal and impersonal, both with and without form, both immanent in
the universe and beyond it. This new take on the subject has reinvigorated the debate
about this question. Maharaj (2018) contrasts his Vijiiana Vedanta with the Advaita
Vedanta of Sankara. This paper focuses on analysing the Kathamrta through the lenses
of Visistadvaita and later schools of Vedanta such as the Sakta Dar§ana of Paficanana
Tarkaratna and the Abhinava Pranavavada of Sri Sttaramadasa Onkaranatha Deva.
The aim of this paper is to look for philosophical ideas which provide a coherent
explanation for St Ramakrsna’s teachings and explain his ideas about spiritual
experiences in the light of scriptural evidence and logic. In the sections that follow,
we shall see the following: Section 2 introduces the teachings of Sri Ramakrsna.
Section 3 briefly touches upon the core philosophical ideas of Ramanuja, the 12
century mystic-philosopher. Section 4 draws parallels between the teachings of Sri
Ramakrsna and Ramanuja. Section 5 discusses some ideas in the Kathamrta, which
are at variance with the ideas of Ramanuja. Section 6 presents recent philosophical
developments which can be of great utility in providing a sound philosophical basis
for the teachings in the Kathamrta that deal with topics such as Tantra, Yoga, etc. We
briefly discuss (with examples) ideas from two philosophical schools which emerged
in the 20" century, which can be useful in understanding certain facets of Sri
Ramakrsna’s teachings. Section 7 concludes this paper and summarizes some key
findings.

2. The Central Teachings of $ri Ramakrsna

Before commencing on to discuss Ramakrsna’s core teachings, it is important to know
about his spiritual practices since they find expression in his teachings as well. As
documented by Saradananda in his biography of Sri Ramakrsna, he performed
spiritual disciplines according to the Tantric school (with Bhairavi Brahmant as guru),
Vaisnavism (the five-fold attitude of $anta, dasya, sakhya, vatsalya and madhura
towards God), as well as Advaita Vedanta (with Tota PurT as guru. All of his various
spiritual practices culminated in spiritual experiences and visions of the highest order.
We also find him interacting with saints and philosophers from different traditions
during his formative years as a spiritual seeker and again later as a Master.

S17 Ramakrsna’s core teachings are as follows: Firstly, both nitya (eternal, not subject
to change) and lila (play, representing that which is changing all the time) belong to
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the same entity; the one who is akhanda saccidananda (indivisible Existent-
Consciousness-Bliss) assumes different forms for Iila. This is very similar to the
explanation of Lila presented by the Kashmir Saivism School. The same idea is then
expressed in another way: Brahman and Kali are identical and inseparable; when it is
static, it is called brahman, when it is active in play, it is referred as $akti. Brahman is
atala, acala, sumeruvat—that is, unmoving. But he also has a moving aspect—that
moving aspect is Sakti. This reconciles the Upanisadic statements which refer to
Brahman as static as well as dynamic. Also, it differs from Sankara’s exposition in
the sense that it does not outrighly refer to the dynamic aspect as Mithya. Secondly,
He is both saguna (with attributes) and nirguna (without attributes); sakara (with form)
and nirakara (without form); and much more. Thirdly, it can be inferred from the
above two points that God can be attained to through a variety of paths.

Fourthly, one attains God first by the process of ‘neti, neti’ (‘not this, not this’) or
negation: God is not this world, not the creatures, not the 24 cosmic elements; after
attaining God, one sees that it is God who has become all this (sarvam khalvidam
Brahma) ! - the world, the creatures and the 24 cosmic elements. This is explained
through an analogy: If one climbs to the terrace using the stairs and leaves one step
behind every time, the person finds after reaching the terrace that the terrace and the
stairs are made of the same material. Lastly, it is possible to climb down and be at a

the roof a long time. He comes down from the roof. They who have attained samadhi
and had the vision of Brahman see when they come down that He Himself has become
all living beings and the universe. Do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti — one cannot stay long at ti
[the highest note]. One cannot rid one’s self of I-ness. On coming down from samadhi,
one sees that He is me, and that He has become the entire universe and its living
beings. This is vijiiana.”

merely realizes the transcendent brahman. These are Ramakrsna’s principal
theological and philosophical teachings. As is evident from the summary present
above, it is natural for scholars to find it difficult to accept that Ramakrsna’s teachings
were completely aligned with those of the philosophical school of Advaita Vedanta.
We quote Heinrich Zimmer below?:

Both the Tantra and popular Hinduism accept the truth of Advaita Vedanta but shift the
accent to the positive aspect of maya. The world is the unending manifestation of the
dynamic aspect of the divine, and as such should not be devaluated and discarded as
suffering and imperfection, but celebrated, penetrated by enlightening insight, and
experienced with understanding.
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In this paper, Zimmer considers Ramakrsna’s views to be aligned more towards
Tantra. Walter Neevel also suggests that* “Ramakrishna is an advaitin but...his non-
dualism must be viewed from the perspective of a tantric advaita, not that of
Sankara.”. Nalini Devdas has a contrarian view and finds Ramakrsna’s teachings
about the supreme brahman to be closer to Advaita than to Tantra (Devdas 1966).
However, it should be noted that Saradananda mentions that Ramakrsna performed
the spiritual disciplines of the Tantric school in a comprehensive manner. At the same
time, Gupta notes that he never prescribed Tantric methods in his teachings. On the
contrary, he had reservations about certain Tantric practices as being unsuitable for
most spiritual aspirants.

Devdas identifies vijiiana as an important concept in Ramakrsna’s teachings (Devdas
1966). Recently, Ayon Maharaj (2018) argued that Ramakrsna’s Vedanta can be best
described as Vijiiana Vedanta, characterized by the acceptance of both the
transcendence and immanence of God, among other things. As far as the conceptual
content of Vijiiana Vedanta is concerned, the central tenets of it have been identified
by Maharaj (2018). However, unlike Devdas, he posits this Vijiiana Vedanta as being
sharply in contrast with Sarhkara’s Advaita Vedanta®:

$rf Ramakrsna’s Vijfiana Vedanta... is a world-affirming Advaitic philosophy that
contrasts sharply with Sankara’s world-denying Advaita Vedanta. For Sankara, the sole
reality is the impersonal nondual Brahman, so jiva, jagat, and i$vara are all ultimately
unreal. For $1T Ramakrsna, by contrast, the sole reality is the Infinite Divine Reality,
which is equally the impersonal Brahman and the personal Sakti. Unlike Sarnkara, Sr1
Ramakrsna maintains that both jiva and jagat are real manifestations of Sakti, which is
itself an ontologically real aspect of the Infinite Reality.

Apart from this summary of Vijiana Vedanta, another important area where Sri
Ramakrsna’s teachings vary from Sankara (as well as Ramanuja) is the presentation
of both Jiiana and Bhakti as equally potent ways of attaining God. Gupta quotes Sri
Ramakrsna®: The path of the jiiani is one way to attain God. The path of knowledge
combined with devotion is another way. So also is there the path of devotion (bhakti).
The path of Jiiana Yoga is as true as the path of Bhakti Yoga. One can reach God
through various paths. But as long as one retains the ego, it is easier and more
straightforward to follow the path of love and devotion.” Sankara stresses on Jiiana
and the role of Bhakti is limited to Citta Sudhhi. On the other hand, the Jiiana Yoga
of Ramanuja is limited in its scope as it only provides a vision and knowledge of the
individual self. Brahman is to be known through Bhakti.

The harmonization of apparently opposing philosophical tenets has been touted as a
key feature of his teachings. Satis Chandra Chatterjee used’ the expression ‘samanvay1
vedanta’ to describe Ramakrsna’s ideas as “being a synthesis of all schools of
Vedanta”. He is of the opinion that, according to Sankara, Saguna or Apara Brahman
is real only empirically, but unreal in relation to the Absolute, which is beyond all
Upadhis. On the other hand, Chatterjee explains that Ramakrsna considered Brahman
and $akti to be non-different. This also shows an impact of the Tantra School.
However, it must be noted that when they are contrasted against each other, they do
not give us the correct assessment, because firstly, they do not represent Sankara’s
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and Ramakrsna’s views on a strictly corresponding subject, and secondly, both of the
views presented are but partial. Thus, an approach where one uses the ideas belong to
an even wider range of philosophies to explain the core of his teachings is required.
The last two sections of this paper are devoted to that end.

3. Visistadvaita — Some key ideas

We now summarize the central philosophical teachings of Ramanuja®. They do not
subscribe to the doctrine of an attributeless or Nirguna Brahman. Ramanuja spends a
considerable amount of time arguing against the concept of Nirguna Brahman. Also,
among post-Sankara critics, he was probably the first to attack the concept of Avidya
in Advaita Vedanta. His ontological position has a strong influence on his theological
teachings and the practices of the sect he represented.

3.1 Theism of Ramanuja

Sankara interprets the Upanisadic doctrine of the absolute as the Non-Dual Being in
whom the world of the many is a mere appearance ascribed by Ignorance and not
actually existing. For practical purposes, he gives a prima facie reality (Vyavaharika
satta) to the world of the many and to God who is its cause. But this God (Saguna
Brahman) is distinguished from the Absolute, and His reality belongs to the same
order as that of the world of many. Ramanuja totally differs from such an
interpretation. He criticises the theory of Ignorance and the compartmentalisation of
Reality into Paramarthika (ultimate) and Vyavaharika (Relative or practical). He
poses a question based on the locus of Ignorance. If it is Brahman, Brahman becomes
loaded with evil and becomes unworthy as a spiritual goal. If it is Jiva, the same defect
persists, as the Jiva in its real nature is one with Brahman according to Advaita. If it
is entirely different, duality follows. Ramanuja also attacks the doctrine of a sublatable
God who is less than the Supreme Being. Brahman is not for Ramanuja a featureless,
attributeless, indefinite and vague presence unsuited for worship and adoration, but
the Supreme Being with an archetypal form which however does not limit him, as he
can take any form and as He pervades every being as their indweller and container. In
Himself, that is in his Svarupa, He partakes of fivefold characteristics — Satyam,
Jianam, Anantam, Ananda and Amalatva. As distinguished from these are the
attributes that form His Svabhava. They are known as the Kalyana Gunas or
auspicious qualities.

3.2 Ramanuja’s Metaphysics

The idea of Brahman’s nature necessitates a theory of his relationship with the
manifested Jivas and nature. For, his being endowed with Bala (creative power) and
karunya (redemptive grace) indicates the existence of a created universe of nature and
Jivas. Ramanuja’s task as a Vedantin is to formulate a theory of unity of all existence
in the face of this multiplicity constituted of nature and Jivas. Sarkara establishes the
unity of Brahman by his theory pf Adhyasa or superimposition of the multiplicity on
the unitary Brahman, the non-dual Sat Cit Ananda. Ignorance, also called Avidya, is
the cause of this super-imposition. In other words, the multiplicity is ultimately
unreal. Ramanuja rejects this theory. The plurality of Jivas and the changeful order
of nature are for him even ultimately real. For changefulness does not make anything
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unreal. Their unity lies in the fact of their being held together in inseparable union
(aprithaksiddhi) in the Supreme Being called Brahman, Narayana, etc. They have no
existence apart from him. The dependence therefore is not mutual, but entirely on the
part of Jivas and nature. Even to speak of them as ‘they’ is an intellectual abstraction
for analytical purposes, as they all form an inseparable whole with him. Ramanuja
uses several expressive terms to describe this inseparable and integral unity. Some of
these are Sarira and Sariri (Body and Soul), Sesa and SesT (the Subordinate and the
Principal), etc. Brahman has got a secondary attribute — a body attributively related
to him. That body is the collectivity of Jivas and Nature. The Cosmic Body of Jivas
and Nature cannot at all be separated, as their dependence on him is eternal. In
dissolution, the Jivas and nature exist undifferentiated from Brahman but they do not
lose their entity in so far as they have the potentiality to manifest again at the time of
creation. In support of his theory, Ramanuja quotes from the Antaryami Brahmana
of the Brihadaranyaka Upanisad (3.7.3 to 3.7.23). By establishing the body-soul
(Sarira - Sarfr) relationship between Brahman and Universe, Ramanuja not only
secures the logical bond of inseparable union between them, but also lays the
ontological basis of his devotional and ethical doctrines.

3.3 Divine Grace and the Role of Sr

Sri is regarded as Anapayini, ever united with Narayana. Even when he incarnates,
she is with him. Her position is that of the mother of the universe who extends the
divine accessibility to even unworthy men. Implying a division in the
anthropomorphised conception of Divine Nature, Narayana is described as the father
who stands for justice and S as the mother whose love extends even to the most
undeserving. The idea of the mother in actual life is extended to Divine Nature
through the concept of StT, the mother of the universe — not in the sense of the active
creative power as in Saktism but as an important element in the redemption of human
beings. She is the interceder with Narayana on behalf of all spiritual seekers, and we
find that in the Sri Vaisnava rituals, prayers to Sri for her grace take the first
precedence. Sri being Anapayini answers the questions regarding the division of
Divinity into two. The conception of Sri extends and illustrates the scope of God’s
Saulabhya (accessibility).

In the next section, we compare and contrast the teachings of Sri Ramakrsna and
Ramanuja. °

4. A comparison between the teachings of Sri Ramakrsna and Raimanuja

The advent of Ramanuja marks a paradigm shift in Indian philosophy. The theistic
core of his philosophy, centred around a personal God, is important in terms of
bringing experience or Anubhava to the forefront. This experience of the Divine is (at
least from the layman’s perspective) is more tangible that the one talked about by
Sankara in his commentaries on the Brahma Siitras. The SaviSesatva of Narayana
appeals greatly to the ones disinclined towards a more abstract concept of God. Also,
Sankara does not devote much of his writings on the topic of Saguna Brahman.
Among post Sankara philosophers, Ramanuja can be credited for initiating such a
discussion. Hence, among Vedantists, we take up his view as the one in terms of which
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one can attempt to map the teachings in the Kathamrta. We also talk about later
developments along these lines (i.e., stressing on the Anubhava aspect of Vedantic
Philosophy). The methodology adopted in this section is as follows: We take up
conversations from the Kathamrta and show the elements of Visistadvaita present in
them. A similar approach is adopted in the sections that follow next.

4.1 The doctrine of Maya in Vedanta and Sri Ramakrsna'”

$ri Ramakrsna: “I accept everything — the fourth state of turiya as well as the states of
waking, dreaming, and deep sleep. I accept all the three states. I accept Brahman as well
as Maya, living beings, and the world — all.... Brahman is qualified by living beings
and the world. In the beginning, when discriminating ‘not this, not this,” one has to
determine what the individual soul is and what the world is. As long as one has the
feeling of ‘I-ness,” one feels that God Himself has become everything. He indeed has
become the twenty-four cosmic principles.... Men of knowledge see everything as an
illusion. Devotees accept all the states. The man of knowledge yields milk in droplets
.... The highest class of devotee accepts both the Absolute and the phenomenal world,
so he can enjoy the divine even when his mind comes down from the Absolute.”

Analysis: We find that ST Ramakrsna accepts Maya and at the same time accepts both
the absolute and the phenomenal realities. This is a clear departure from the position
of Sankara, who only accepts the former. This acceptance of the Jagat is similar to
Ramanuja, although the Brahman of Ramanuja does not become jagat in the same
sense as that of $rT Ramakrsna. Cit and Acit form the body of Brahman. According
to Sri Ramakrsna, Mithyatva cannot be ascribed to the status of Jiva and jagat since it
is Brahman who has become all. Thus, there is a difference in the ways in which the
reality of the world is viewed by both of them. Also, the Jfiani of S1T Ramakrsna attains
the knowledge of Brahman, which is at variance with the views of Ramanuja. At the
same time, the devotee is not accorded an inferior status here. Ramanuja’s view find
expression the Vedartha Sangraha (see V.S. 238)!!, where he says that Bhakti signifies
a particular kind of love (Priti). Love is a particular kind of cognition. He further
argues in support of his view saying that Cognition depends upon the objective content
for its specific quality and acquires the qualities (such as joy or pain) as determined
by its objective content. Therefore, nothing other than this cognition can be discerned
in the experience of joy. Ramanuja also accepts that there is a cognitive aspect to
Bhakti. Since the object of devotion here is Narayana himself, the possibility of the
knowledge of all through the knowledge of Brahman can be accepted. Sri Ramakrsna
agrees with Ramanuja’s view that the Devotee attains the knowledge of all, without
resorting to Negation (Neti Neti).

4.2 Advice to Hari'?

In one form God is the Absolute and in another He is the phenomenal. What does
Vedanta say? That Brahman is real and the world illusory. But as long as God keeps
the feeling of I-ness in a devotee, the relative is real. When He takes it away, then
whatever is remains. This cannot be explained in words. As long as He has kept I-ness
in you, you have to accept everything. ... When you speak of the existence of the
Absolute, you comprehend that the phenomenal exists. And when you speak of the
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phenomenal, you understand that the Absolute also exists. ... When He is inactive, He
is called Brahman. When He creates, preserves, and dissolves, He is known as Shakti,
or Power. Brahman and Shakti are not different from each other.

Analysis: SrT Ramakrsna rejects the validity of the negation path in general here. The
devotee retains his identity and thus can engage in devotional services. Nitya
Kainkaryam is an important concept of the ST Vaisnava school. The supreme
attainment of the devotee is to be able to do Kainkaryam for the Lord in Tripada
Vibhiti. Thus, the identity of the devotee is retained. This is in variance with the views
of Sankara. At the same time, S1T Ramakrsna does not reject the possibility of this “i-
ness’ of the devotee being taken away. This dissolution of ego is accepted by Sarnkara
and leads to Kaivalya Moksa. Sakti is regarded as different from Brahman (though
not absolutely separated) by Ramanuja. This is different from the approach found in
the Kathamrta. At the same time, Sankara associates creation, preservation and
dissolution with Saguna Brahman but still he doesn’t equate Saguna Brahman is Sakti.
In one of the sections that follow, we look at a text attributed to Sankara, which takes
an approach similar to St Ramakrsna.

4.3 Jiiana and vijiiana — reconciliation of Non-dualism, Qualified non-dualism
and Dualism'?

In the age of Kali, life is dependent on food and one cannot rid oneself of body-
consciousness. It’s not right in this state of mind to say, ‘Soham.” One attends to worldly
affairs and then says, ‘I am Brahman’ — this is not right. They who cannot rid themselves
of worldly matters, they who cannot free themselves from the idea of ‘I-ness’, should
keep the I-ness of the ‘servant I,” or the ‘devotee I’. One can also attain Him by the path
of love and devotion for God.The jiiani gets rid of his worldly identity by saying, ‘Not
contact with Him and sees more than the jhani. He sees that He who has realized
Brahman by saying, ‘Not this, not this’, has Himself become the living beings and the

The vijiiani sees that He who is Brahman is also Bhagavan. He who is beyond attributes
is also the Lord of six supernatural powers. His powers are the world and its living
beings, the mind and intellect, love, dispassion and divine knowledge.

Analysis: $17 Ramakrsna stresses on the importance of Bhakti in the Kaliyuga. This is
a recurrent theme in the Kathamrta. He specifically stresses on Naradiya Bhakti. Also,
retaining a certain Bhava is stressed on. The ‘servant’ Bhava is often dicussed in the
Kathamrta. The Dasyam (sevice) of Narayana is considered as a path to Mukti by
Ramanuja. Thus, his mode of spiritual practice founds acceptance in the philosophical
framework of StT Ramakrsna. Apart from this, Saguna and Nirguna Brahman are
accepted. The reality of the auspicious qualities of God is not disputed. Thus, the
Svariipa and Svabhava aspects of Brahman are not rejected here. This is in agreement
with Ramanuja. At the same, it must be noted that he accords a higher place to the

Sankara or Ramanuja.
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Therefore, we see that certain aspects of S1T Ramakrsna’s teachings are similar to the
views of Ramanuja. Yet, there are many other facets which need to be studied in the
light of other schools of Vedantic philosophy. The following section deals with a few
of such facets. We also see that the unity of Brahman and Shakti is one theme that is
repeatedly discussed in the Kathamrta. Does that mean that Sri Ramakrsna was
alluding to a new philosophy, which was similar in tone and tenor to the Sakti
Visistadvaita school, or does Kasmir Saivism provide a more comprehensive
framework to interpret his idea? As for the first line of interpretation, the justification
comes from two primary sources: a) The Kathamrta, where Gupta often quotes Sri
Ramakrsna for stressing on the unity of Kali and Brahman. b) The Lilaprasanga,
where Saradananda refers to his interactions with Tota Puri, a staunch Advaitin, who
later agreed with Sri Ramakrsna on the possibility of such unity'®. The second line of
interpretation comes from his stress on the reality of the Lila aspect. This is similar to
the Kasmir Saiva school which despite being Advaitic in its ultimate conclusions
about Jiva and Brahman, does not agree with the Jagat Mithyatva of Sankara. In the
penultimate section, we show two more possible lines of interpretation.

5. New Avenues of Interpretation:

As seen previously, St Ramakrsna often refers to the unity of Brahman and Sakti.
This unity is not of the same nature as the Visistadvaita (Sesa-Sesi relation) of
Ramanuja, but of total unity. At the same time, he also stresses on the validity of an
experiential realization of Sakti. Another important aspect of his teaching and
departure from the Sankarite point of view is in terms of the necessity of embracing
formal renunciation. Yet, the unity of Jiva and Brahman is not compromised on. Post-
Sri Ramakrsna, Pancanan Tarkaratna formalised the tenets of the now-lost Sakta
Dar$ana, where Sakti is presented as the ultimate reality. The identification of Sakti
as Brahman is supported by this school of thought as follows: The Svetasvatara
Upanisad says — Svabhaviki Jiiana Bala Kriya ca — Thus Brahman is not only
Jiianasvarupa but also associated with Kriya (action). How does Brahman become the
edicifice of Jiana and Kriya simultaneously? This happens through Bala. The
Viayaviya Samhita of the Siva Purana further establishes the unity of Siva and Sakti. A
small portion of their vibhuti (divine qualities) is expressed as this world. The
combination of Cit (Consciousness) and Acit (Matter) is Samsara. In his commentary
on the Devi Mahatmya (1.45-46)'5— Tarkaratna says that Mahamaya (Sakti) contains
all opposing Dharmas (qualities) in her. This also leads us to the conclusion that the
Mithyatva of Jagat cannot be possible in this case. Further justification for this comes
from the Sakti Bhasya, where he quotes Brhadaranyaka 4.4, Svetagvatara 5.3 and
Svetasvatara 6.7, where he shows that the Patitva ascribed to Brahman by Svetasvatara
3.3 cannot hold for the Brahman who is consciousness alone. The conception of a Cit
Acit Visista Brahman can resolve this issue. Apart from this, Tarkaratna also shows
how Sanyasa is not a necessary condition for liberation. This is in agreement with the
views of SrT Ramakrsna, who stressed on the equal validity of both Pravritti and
Nivritti.

Another important hallmark of the teachings of Kathamrta is the stress laid on direct
experience. Anubhava is considered as the litmus test of spiritual practice. Thus, Yoga
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and Tantra are accorded more importance. This is in contrast with both Sankara and
Ramanuja. Sri Sitaramadasa Onkaranatha Deva takes a lead among later
commentators of the Brahma Siitra in stressing on Anubhava. This is reflected in his
commentary on the Brahma Siitra'® 1.1 where he shows how Anubhiiti of Saguna
Brahman is a pre-condition for Jijiasa of Nirguna Brahman. Another important
resemblance is the exposition of Pranava, the primal sound. One might argue that
Pranavavada of Gaudapada already explains the metaphysical and Ontological
significance of Om in the Mandukya Karikas. Thus, Gaudapada’s exposition should
suffice for explaining the references to Pranava in the Kathamrta. The conversations'”’
below suggest otherwise:

$ri Ramakrsna: “I explain it (Om) with the sound ‘t-a-a-m’ of a brass bell —t...a...m.
The merging of the relative into the Absolute; the merging of the gross, the subtle, and
the causal into the Great Cause; it is the merging into the state of turiya from the states
of waking, dreaming, and deep sleep. The bell rings as if something heavy has fallen
into the ocean, giving rise to waves. The relative thus arises from the Absolute. The
gross, the subtle, and the causal forms start appearing out of the Great Cause. The states
of waking, dreaming, and deep sleep emerge from turiya. And again, these waves of the
Great Ocean lose themselves again in the Great Ocean. From the relative to the
Absolute, and from the Absolute to the relative.”

We further find'®:

$rf Ramakrsna: “Can’t it be achieved by the path of Tantra? He who is Brahman is also
Shakti, the Primal Power, and Kali. ‘Having realized the reality of Kali-Brahman, I’ve
renounced both religion and irreligion.’”

Ishan: “In a hymn to Chandji, it is said that Brahman Itself is the Primal Power. Brahman
and His Primal Power are inseparable.”

ST Ramakrsna: “It doesn’t help to just say this. It’ll be true when you’ve realized it.
After spiritual practice and when the heart is purified, you will clearly know that He
alone is the doer. He is the mind, the vital-breath, the intellect.”

We find a similarity between Gaudapada and $17 Ramakrsna’s ideas initially but he
makes a deviation when he emphasises on the unity of Kalt and Brahman. This idea
is not found in the Karikas. Among later Advaitins, Onkaranatha Deva addresses this
issue by accepting that the Upasana of Sakti too can yield liberation. In his view,
Sakti is not merely an expression of Brahman, but rather both Saguna and Nirguna
facets are her expressions. A krama (process) is also provided as to how Sakti grants
liberation to a seeker. Dev1 first appears as a Guru to the seeker and then resides as a
Mantra in the heard of the devotee. As the Kundalin power awakens, Dev1 grants her
vision to the devotee. Hamsah, Soham and then Onkara appear as Nada (Divine
Sound), The padas (A, U etc.) then dissolve and finally the mind too gets dissolved
with the disappearance of the Nada. This is similar to the state of ManoNasa disccused
by Vidyaranya in the Jivan Mukti Viveka'®. Onkaranatha Deva in his commentary on
the Saptasati (4.7)%° equates Sakti with Para Pranava (the Supreme Reality as
presented by him), analogous to the Para Brahman of Advaita. In contrast, the
Prasthana Trayi commentaries of Sankara are silent on this theme. Interestingly, the
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Lalita Trisati Bhasya, a commentary on the Three Hundred Names of Lalita
TripurasundarT whose authorship is ascribed to Sanikara sheds light on this issue. The
commentary on the name Hrifikaravedya®' (97) tells that the Upadesa of Hrifikara
from the Guru leads to spiritual realisation. Thus, Hrinkara helps attain a state devoid
of ignorance. But we do not a very clear expression suggesting the absolute unity of
the Vacya and the Vacaka. In the name that follows this, Hrinkaracintya® (98),
Sankara tells us that similar to Upasana of Onkara (suggested in the Upanisads),
Hrinkara can also be used for both Para and Apara Upasanas. He also says that
‘Hrinkara is a symbol of Brahman just like Onkara”. This establishes an important
assertion: Sankara does not accept the absolute unity of Vacya and Vacaka. This is in
agreement with his refutation of Sphotavada in the Brahma Sttras. Onkaranatha Deva
accepts Sphotavada and thus equates SabdaBrahman with the Brahman of
Kevaladvaita. Thus, the A-U-M and the Bindu are all padas of this Pranava and hence
united with Sakti as well. This goes beyond the ‘Tasya Vacakah Pranavah’ (Y.S.1.27)
of Patafjjali. Vyasa, the commentator of the Yoga Siitras too does not hint anything
about such unity. He accepts the eternity of the relation between the word and its
meaning (Sabdartha Sambandha Nityata) but stops at that?>. The framework provided
by Onkaranatha Deva allows us to explain ST Ramakrsna’s preaching of the chanting
of holy names. Commenting on Devi Mahatmya 4.10%*, Onkaranatha Deva explains
the meaning of the word Sabdatmika. He says that Sakti is the foundation or the root
of the Vedas, being Sabda Brahman herself. The creation begins due to Sabda, before
creation there is a state of A§abda. In this state, only Para Pranava (Nirguna Brahman)
resides. Quoting Rigveda 8.10.114, he says that the number of Vakya, padas or
Sabdas is as many as the number of parts into which Brahman divides himself to
become the world (also hints towards an acceptance of Brahman as the material and
the efficient cause of the world). Thus, Brahman appearing as many (vivartita) leads
to an uncountable number of Sabdas. It must be mentioned here that the role of Prakriti
in the process of creation is not denied here. When a desire to become Many arises, it
leads to a Vibration (spandana) — this is known as Prakriti. Spandana is always
associated with Sabda. That Sabda is Avyakta Nada which when manifests, is
Pranava. This, Sabda is again of two types: Nitya and Karya. Nitya Sabda is Nirguna
Brahman and Karya is Saguna Brahman. Thus, the gap between the Sphotavada of
Bhartrihari and the Kevaladvaita of Sankara is bridged. The unity being
SabdaBrahman and ParaBrahman is absolute, according to Onkaranatha Deva. And
hence, this unity is followed by the unity of the Deity and the holy name (Nama),
whose incessant practice is repeatedly stressed on in the Kathamrta.

As discussed previously, S1T in the philosophy of Ramanuja plays the role of
bestowing Divine Grace on the spiritual seeker. She is different from the Sakti of Trika
School and the Sakti referred to in the Sakti Bhasya. The role of Sakti in Kathamrta
is not limited to bestowing divine grace, she is non-different from Brahman. This unity
is not the qualified non-dualism of Ramanuja, but rather absolute. At the same time,
she is both Saguna and Nirguna. This paradox is addressed in the Pranava Premamrita
Bhasya. Commenting on the verses 4.41-42%5, Ofikaranatha Dev says, it is possible
for Dev1 to be both Saguna and Nirguna. The three padas (Tripada Vibhuti: also note
the parallels with Ramanuja here) of Devi are not manifest and there are an infinite
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number of universes in the manifest single pada. Thus, she simultaneously resides in
her Saguna and Nirguna aspects. She is present in the entire creation just like the
network of threads present in a piece of clothes. When a distressed Devotee prays to
her, the Nirguna Nirakara Devi manifests in the Saguna Sakara form and delivers the
devotee from distress. Sankara’s ideas take a middle ground here. In his commentary
on the Kena Upanisad, he identifies Uma Haimavati as Brahma Vidya, which is also
referred to as Para Citi in the literature on Sri Vidya. The Tantric Texts ascribed to
Sankara take this idea further. On the other hand, Ranga Ramanuja Muni, a later
commentator in the Sri Vaisnava tradition refers?® to Uma Haimavati as a Devi but
her role or identity is restricted to just a Deity or Goddess. We also see that the Siva
and Sakti referred in the Tantras and Kathamrta are ontologically different from the
Narayana and Sri of Ramanuja. They also differ in terms of the nature of unity. The
unity between them is not just limited to the unity between Sakti and Saktiman. From
the point of view of creation, Onkaranatha Deva explains this in Nada Lilamrita®.
Para Pranava differentitates into three forms during the process of appearing as the
world (jagat) - Purusa, Prakriti and Kala. Bindu is Sivatmaka, Bija is Saktyatmaka and
Nada is Cidacidatmaka. Thus, the duality between Sakti and Saktiman is only apparent
and not absolute. The Sakti Saktiman duality comes into the picture only when Para
Pranava appears as Jagat. Consequently, since Vivartavada is accepted both by Sri
Ramakrisna and Onkaranatha Deva, this duality can be assumed to be mithya.

An important contribution of Ramanuja to both Indian Philosophy and Theology is a
systematic formulation of the process of Prapatti or Refuge in the Divine. The
devotional attitudes that enter into the act of taking Refuge are as follows: 1) Resolve
to subordinate one’s will always to the Divine Will. 2) Avoidance of all that are
contrary to his will. 3) Firm faith that God is the saviour of all. 40 Acceptance that
God’s protective grace is always with one. 5) A feeling of one’s pitiable state owing
to a realisation of the insufficiency of all self-effort made for one’s salvation and lastly
6) Resigning oneself absolutely to his care and protection. All these attitudes of mind
are involved in Parama Bhakti and in this sense both Prapatti and Parama Bhakti are
identical. It should be noted that Parama Bhakti is the end product of a long and
difficult course of discipline of the head and the heart, thus making it a path available
only for a few. Prapatti is therefore considered an independent path for others,
provided they can cultivate the mental attitudes mentioned earlier. This culminates in
Divine Grace. The possibility of Divine Grace is not rejected by $17 Ramakrsna or
Onkaranatha Dev. Gita 18.66 is often quoted (carama sloka) by the St Vaisnavas as
the sruti pramana for Prapatti. “Mamekam Saranam Vraja” is interpreted by
Onkaranatha Dev as Nadanusandhana?® which thereafter leads to Samadhi. Thus,
Prapatti too leads to the highest experiential state mentioned in the Kathamrta. Yet, a
simpler approach for the beginner is suggested. Going back to 18.65, Onkaranatha
Dev talks of four approaches, the last being Namaskar or salutations to the Divine.
This approach too is self-sufficient in itself as it leads to the dissolution of one’s ego.
These simple building blocks develop qualities such as longing for God, etc. Sri
Ramakrsna says in the Kathamrta®®: “It is not that you can attain Him by doing this
and not by doing that. It depends on His grace. Yet you have to take to some action
with a yearning heart. Longing for Him brings His grace.” According to him, longing
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for God is an important condition for fulfilment of spirituality life. The Pranava Prema
Piyush Bhasya suggests an actionable roadmap to develop such longing and the
acceptance of Divine Grace. SrT Ramakrsna accepts the role of Prapatti, although it
is not limited just to the Deity. Prapatti to the Guru finds an important place and has
found expression in the lives of his disciples. This is reiterated by Sister Nivedita in
her introduction to the complete works of Swami Vivekananda®’: “These, then — the
Shdstras, the Guru, and the Motherland — are the three notes that mingle themselves
to form the music of the works of Vivekananda.” The Guru (Preceptor) plays an
important role in one’s spiritual evolution. This is agreed upon by all schools of
thought although the centrality accorded to the Guru differs from one school to
another. Onkaranatha Deva merges the role of the Guru with the conception of the
Guru, Ista and Mantra being one. He derives this idea from the Tantras and places
Prapatti towards the Guru as a central part of one’s spiritual evolution. Prapatti
towards the Acarya is an important concept in S1T Vaisnavism but it too does not stem
from an acceptance of the unity of the Acarya and Narayana. In Onkaranatha Deva’s
view, the Guru is equated with Brahman, and he quotes the
Tripadavibhutimahanarayanopanisad for support. Thus, he takes the Vedantic route
to establish the Ontological unity of Guru and Brahman?'. Thereafter he moves on to
the practical implications of this idea. For this, he resorts to the Tantras where the
Guru is the object of meditation, veneration and worship. He provides details of Guru
Centric spiritual practices and accepts them as part of his own spiritual order. The
Paduka Mantra and meditation the Guru Paduka®? (which are essentially linked with
the practices of Sri Vidya) are examples of such practices. This approach is also
unique and unmatched in the recent spiritual history of Eastern India given the fact
that his own lineage has its origins in the Sri Vaisnavism of Ramanuja and
Ramananda. Thus, we would naturally expect a tilt towards the Paficaratra Agamas.
Instead, what we see is the adoption of Saiva and Sakta tantras as well along with the
Paficaratrika methods. This is curiously similar to the life of SrT Ramakrisna. We find
that he also took up the spiritual practice of worshipping Rama as his Ista under the
guidance of a Ramanandi Sadhu®’. Thus, the influence of multiple strands of
spirituality is an important factor that we need to keep in mind while trying to detect
the core philosophy governing the teachings contained in the Kathamrta. Onkaranatha
Deva’s Abhinava Pranavavada is one such useful framework since it blends the
practices and principles of seemingly opposing schools of thought and yet carves out
its unique place in Modern Indian philosophy due to its acceptance of both Sphota and
Advaita** leading to a strong philosophical foundation for the practice of Nama, since
all the word-forms are therefore Pranava and hence Brahman himself.

Looking at the Ramakrsna literature beyond the Kathamrta, an influential set of works
is the Yoga-Catustaya (Four Yogas) literature of Swami Vivekananda.’® He talks of
the four yogas or a combination of them to be the paths that help “clear up ...
ignorance and allow the Atman to restore its own nature” (CWSV-8). This idea finds
expression in the Lilaprasanga, where we see all four yogas being manifested in the
different phases of StT Ramakrsna’s life. Thus, a philosophical and spiritual approach
that is Advaitic in essence and yet does not stress only on the Negation Approach and
provides multiples routes to approach the Divine. It is in this sense that we find
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elements from both the Kevaladvaita and Visistadvaita schools in the Kathamrta and
yet find Abhinava Pranavavada better suited to explain certain aspects of the teachings
of $1T Ramakrisna. As shown in this section, Anubhava is the essence of spiritual life,
according to SrT Ramakrisna. Thus, a philosophy which stresses on Anubhava backed
by the evidence of Sruti is more likely to analyse the Kathamrta. The next section
shows a possible way to do so.

6. Towards an experiential view of Spirituality

Sri Ramakrisna stresses on direct perception of spiritual truths rather than mere
intellectual abstraction. As has been discussed in the existing literature on Indian
Metaphysical and Mystical traditions, Yoga and Tantra rely on experiential practices
to understand and imbibe spirituality. This aspect of spiritual practice finds expression
in the years that Sri Ramakrsna spent in Tantric practices. As shown by
Prajianananda®, Sri Ramakrsna was a practitioner of the Samayacara path.
Saradananda discusses the Tantric practices performed by him under the guidance of
Bhairavi Yogesvari. We also find some details of the worship of his consort SrT
Sarada Devi, during the night of the Phalaharini Kali Pijja. In the Samayacara mode
of worship, the seeker is not bound by strict rules which are found in Pasu and Vira
Acaras. Sri Ramakrsna is said to have moved into the State of Samadhi by just
touching or listening about Karana (Madya), one of the five Ms of Tantric practice. In
the words of $1T Ramakrsna3’:

Well, some people say that in samadhi the atman flies around like a bird in the Great
Space...Once a sadhu came here from Hrishikesh. He said, ‘Samadhi is of five kinds.
And you experience them all. I have seen this. Like an ant, a fish, a monkey, a bird, and
a serpent. At times, the spiritual current rises up like an ant’s movement. Sometimes, in
the state of samadhi, the atman swims joyfully in an ocean of ecstasy, like a fish.
Sometimes, when I’m lying on my side, the great spiritual current pushes me, like a
monkey playing with me. I stay quiet. Then this great current suddenly jumps around
like a monkey and climbs up to the thousand-petalled centre. That’s why I jump up with
a start”. He treats the rise of the KundalinT as an indicator of spiritual awakening and
says®®, “Spiritual consciousness is not awakened until the Kundalini has
awakened...You can’t gain spiritual awareness by just reading books. You have to call
upon Him. The KundalinT wakes up when you yearn for God. Listening and reading
about spiritual knowledge in books — of what use is that?

The Sakta, Saiva and Yoga schools might appear to be different and opposed to each
other for a beginner. As we delve deeper, we find that these schools are intrinsically
linked to one another in terms of their practices. An analogous case is that of the
Advaita and Yoga schools. While Sankara refutes the Samkhya and Yoga schools in
his commentary on the Brahma Siitras (See BS 2.2.1)°, the utility of Yogic practices
in attaining the knowledge of Brahman is acknowledged by Advaitins. The rise of the
Kundalint and the knowledge of Brahman are thus intrinsically linked. It is important
here to add a few words about the ParaTattva or the Supreme Truth of the Tantra
School®. ParamaSiva and Vimarsa Sakti form the dual ParaTattva of the Tantras.
Both Parama Siva and Vimarsa Sakti are Nitya and Satya. Thus, it is natural for the
Tantra practitioner to not resort to the Mithyatva and hence the Vivartavada route.
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Onkaranatha Deva blends the Tantrika view with the Vedantic view and shows that
there is no major contradiction in these two approaches.*! Gopinath Kaviraj is also of
the same view.*? The jagat is not to be negated as per the Agamas. That this approach
is not exactly contradictory to an Advaitic Ontological position is clear from texts
such as the Kularnava Tantra. In the words of SrT Ramakrsna: “For a jiiani nothing is
prohibited. According to the Gita the jiani does not eat, he just makes an offering to
his Kundalini*. The tantrika texts lay down a process through which such an oblation
is offered: The five organs of actions (jfianendriya) five sense organs, five vita breaths
and the mind complex (mana-buddhi-citta-ahankara) — these are the constituents
(Upadana or avayava) of the body. The Jivatma resides in the apancikrita sublte body
- this Jivatma is to be thought of as being as stable as a candle-light and then brought
from the heart (hrdaya) to the Muladhara and then is to be offered to the Kundalini
power residing in the Muladhara. This is to be done for all the other centres. This
process finally concludes when the last oblation is given to ParamaSiva residing in
the Sahasrara Cakra. This process is known as Jagriti, Uddipana or Pradipti. One the
Ajna Cakra is activated (bhedana), vritti laya occurs and gradually the experience of
Samrasya or Unity with ParamaSiva residing in the Sahasrara occurs. This is the
mukti or Samadhi of the Tantra and Yoga schools. According to Advaita Vedanta,
when the Jiva realises that his existence is not limited (aparichinna), and that he is
Brahman (jivo Brahmaiva naparah) — the ajiiana (ignorance) of the Jiva ceases to
exist. From the Advaitic view, offering oblations to the KundalinT means that the Jiva
offers the 19 components mentioned above along with himself to Brahman. We find
the world ‘juhoti’ in Gita 4.25-26 and then again in 4.26 — just as the prana vayu is
offered to the Apana Vayu, the Jiva offers his Jivatva to Brahman. The Pranava Prema
Piyiisa Bhasya translates** Brahmagni as Onkara Agni and transforms it into an
Upasana, which is at variance with approach taken by Sankara and Ramanuja. Again,
the Jnana Dipa of 4.27 is translated as a state where the Yogi is established in in the
Onkara Nada. Thus, it is not a deliberate change or transformation in the attitude
towards work, but a change in the state of experience of the spiritual seeker. This
perfectly explains the “dropping of Karma” for an advanced spiritual aspirant. This is
a term frequently found in the Kathamrta and testified through various incidents in Sri
Ramakrishna’s life. Onkaranatha Deva also talks about the Karma leaving the seeker
on its own, beyond a stage. He advises against deliberate Karma Tyaga. The Karma
Sanyasa of Gita, in the view of both of them is an experiential state. This connection
is further elaborated upon by Onkaranatha Deva in his collection of essays, Khyepar
Jhuli, where he presents* a roadmap of the evolution and finally the dissolution of
the mind, leading to the dawn of knowledge.

7. Conclusion

This paper thus concludes with two important ideas. Firstly, the claims of an influence
of Ramanuja’s philosophy on the teachings of S1T Ramakrsna are partially correct.
There are certain conversations in the Kathamrta, where he concurs with the reality of
the world. Also, he accepts the equal status of Saguna and Nirguna Brahman. This is
in contrast with the position of Sankara. He also accepts Bhakti and Jfiana as equally
valid paths, but to be pursued in accordance with the aptitude of the aspirant.
Secondly, the current debate on the core philosophy of St Ramakrsna is centred
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around Advaita, Dvaita, Tantra and Visistadvaita. Maharaj (2018) has made an
important contribution in shifting the conversation beyond these schools of thought.
This paper suggests a further departure from this approach and argues for the inclusion
of other philosophical positions under the ambit of this debate. The paper shows how
Abhinava Pranavavada offers a robust philosophical basis to the states of spiritual
experiences referred in the Kathamrta.
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Perfected, Purified, Polished, highly elaborated, (esp. applied to highly wrought
speech, such as the Sanskrit language as opposite to vernaculars).
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...Pali should be regarded as a form of Magadhi, the language in which Buddha
himself had preached. (Geiger, PLL, p-4-5)
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The Sanskrit language, Whatever be its antiquity is of a wonderful structure, more
perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin and more exquisitely refined than
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either, yet bearing to both of them a stronger affinity—both in the roots of verbs, and
in the forms of grammar, than could possibly have been produced by accident; so
strong indeed that no philologer could examine them all these, without believing them
to have sprung from some common source, which perhaps no longer exists.
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The chief interest of the Vedic seer lies in this world rather than in the other world.
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o iy ¢ o fRNEE U I @R GT[ T w7 9 GAE dfor i [t
B TTAE AT FACSS TN T TCACE-

CH TEACS! o1z AR A ATEAN | (TLHAT ¢/33/9)
*SALIr (@' I Ty T FA T FCACR AF [ AT IETCRA-
@Ie FRTACE A FrS; TR A ST ETHemifen fee dlg@mrs | (T 3/¢/5/R)

F IREFTE Mo @A G ARG 9R reAirermefey JNER
Wi aFfmiaee F98 78S |

Mol 7 TR ¥R fferace e EIme fog SaEes an Srifrs =1 5
T2 Feifaaean 99g ¢ Teifes s ASIE J3Ueiite ~[ige 2o Iy 4
TR FHRGET FCAPACTR TLC-

MR 7 R CIhgRRh 1 (3/29)

TP AP (@ (@A TR FUET e fAre TAvH (redl 2R A g
&fFFree WIS APifEreel 2= |

TSR TGV Srow osfer (@7 Wit SR Ma fbe3fe frmem s
TN TECR 1 42 GB% - AW (ofqzE), TN (siE), | (eF), e (9e-
T, o (FRfe) ¥k TIf (T wRiERe @F) | I9TT Tie ~fASF
(AHITE BT @M GG TS |

IR @@ ak Aopo wasfere &ve faef 139 «fFRfee sitew sifew
s IL 7 o @AEPTRE gfe a1 asticEd Ted whe 1 IS e pus
FEPIboTS  (HEFIME IVIRICTE ARDBY I2q IC@ | @l FZTw oo
YIETCTE AreTe {aHCE (el TR | TR efiifie e @ A www ¢ e
AT (FSA R | ANE CHTHES CHOTAAT AR A <
CHFPEAME [EbAE 74 |
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TSN AT CHIEFIEER. afowe fee @1 7w 99 Wy owd s s
AGRTRIE | (¢/eo) IMe Na Fellie 7@ eFferwe Q@ TR ICE 71
ufq aFeRfte AMaReR FHAf I | (THEEAREN) | eE Ao e
e iR i Ry fromiem fRam e (Ryegfs, sigm ve) 1 sJoar afks
QR Fo2w, AW Q2R el dorm Tonm e Aege ol fRm “mmef
TN AN fom 93 Sima So @ Jeoe @ TSl Wi FAce #itd of [faaw
BRI L

vy e T W, AREER JFe @ Iy THE Tged 6- @ @@ AbE
AFFAOE g AT a1 ofar ey wd Afvfm fewm a1 a2 e
it el fapwael i Soefa sl @ oaFfe ¢ G v2-9 fee ta woir
a3 2gfe ¢ Afaaics b A, Feqaye A Frame FLR e | wLEme
I G2 oA (@AFE AR WY ARG IR UE SFAGEN ST THEA &
ST RO
AR RESCIRGITTLAR T =L 1 (TGgEm v/2¢)

SR Rbaw SCTbe 2@ AFe OOl MRy | &, WitTR o Sk
Jazfas el e 2awe Sgeomfas e aEate =F O Polityd
YIFEN 91 A AW T (AR ol 2R | (I @ A weAfer sfafzres
(AT TOF FCA ML 2CACR | (&3P Fol 99 ey il Republic @ «IFelre ger=y a3
FMe ARIACIFIE JI© Aeoge OFedd ebfre foe i JARH @R TR
A GFG FOGCA & TG GACFL SeA® 2R |

QI AT =3 AT 2T | (T 2/588)

O N ¢ Ferd B (@ AT AHAES e The o7 A 2 Toge
FECRA  TM(Sb/8) | IfqT T ACT wFwIig Mol S@d I JrmORWHITS
TG SRSAE  AEE afiediire ey AMFTS FEre W-

T (qCe ARG GACE I3 1
AT 72 Swige R il (do/uy)

@ A gelfors wFNeitee sl MR d M (Sbr/9) | AER Fe! o™
I T P G fee 7, GG (AfeT 8 (T SR QR fEe fee-

farerar f2 Jeifed Reaife sf&foe (37 1/95)
TR (@ IRE GRS 001 ¢ wewiae [@qm A axfiez g @cama
JEC2 | I IJRRF, HAWI, IR, @195, 9, ANRAW, Fror Tonim |

QAT TR @ A g [z fafa Tom fofe vwz [ow wimwe eire
AT T W3 (49 ol W1 AN ST (TGS SAET (@B G T
Wegow Sfvema W @G- “RAMCRETE” 1 The Royal Asiatic Society®
Journal¥ SfEfe T —

The pundits worked to compile a text from multiple sources the Vivadarnavasetu (sea
of litigation). It was translated to Persian via a Bengali oral version by Zaid-ud-din
Ali. Halhed then translated the Persian text into English working with Hastings
himself. The completed translation was available on 27 March, 1775. (Jounal of The
Royal Asiatic Society, vol 117, Issuel, January, 1985)
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FEICRCed “RAMIRTT " At 188 7 2@ SR (SF] GO SHALAT (&
TR AR T W3l o3 oFe e 9 AN Avendd | qF S FhE-
Colebrook “A Digest of Hindu Law” (3459) |
Hege oRfaE TR WG AferEme a3 el ¥W iR F@ «z |
Tfe*TET FeTal &N GGATe'Te F@T TRCZ-

TRAGRIR EF G OFANSHTET | (FF 5/€)
AR [T FoxPEd @ S @ aw g e 3@ [Rem @eal za@ce-
TRSIBFAR NNo*H IR FLTS |
ST oETI T HEAR AgTS 1 (BT 5/3%)
TS ¢ Fiaa- TowR TNIAL @ AG Tfw A8I (1 [w@e T2 o e
m_

TG SAE (510 ©@ Alg FKCOIA | (W& 5/59)

Ffews apfers AFtEe il fofares @ @@ Afes Terel 2@ «3e
wife @ ERIE 9@ T 2@ - 92 Sfes Maw o7 LR AEe Jifes
Bergee (Social mobility) e & «wate @ HR-

« Gyl FEROPGIa AR & 97 71
T *0m 75 7 FOR (ool wemes 11 (¥ 5/ 0b)

CINCRR "TIFITS"T WA GFC0L ACHE TIFE T4 2-
o2 LA A T3 |

e ¢ L TorE Fifaere @ € ¢ibe JAHo® T CINTR @I -
Ao ES 37 «3f3 1”(3)

I 8 AeEifed AR 914 REEE @A @i 2e@we, q2 b Rwyl, @iy, Seem,
of, e, 7=, firw, I929, vy Toif

215 SRSR ACHITONTET T FTEawiny e Mol Sex @y 7y R
@1t afE 1 sefs wfswad, sho B o 8 s¢ofld Ty fow @3 T2AE
AT AEF KRl (T YT TR (O [GNY Fet @ tfod WAafes @
@I TR Sory Hifae o8 9w eibe aiYeed e (@it oiw |3
QA AEOIT G O SOy AgTey EfFATS T AT goal 41 27 1 O
fem-esim e @ gema TR I AT G ¢ e TR (e
FHFCANL T At ToAfsreefeda’ emate-

mAeE RS- wfwvde iffowe e wiEe Ao THfe | st TEeme
ACFH 11

SfTbl SRS WA e fRgRel qehiee HReesmicd | vaeonizel, revdzel
e wEpRwy, wRen BT feat v preirel e
TCEHRRES TS 3¢ ¢ [FEeg  (Pathology) MRS WTEABAl IR |
qrTCe S, fore, ¢ I%- WA «2 feabd S s o (fama) pifea
Teoife 906 | WS I 2R WYWF Etiology® b5 | Etiology 9 Jieesl &
Tl RCACR-
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a branch of medical science that deals with the cause and origin of disease.

o e Amtes @8- @l T e FEd wernd | ey afew ww,
QISR FoF 26 Mg ARTITS T @2 @ AEFE 27| QARG FIRe
fhvidlePTe SReEw e od AR Y, Tus, (e ¢ e e 7 WRINE (el
A, (OF& BAL Y (@19l fFacas fwe e saeiezel-

Rt WY T MRSTIEY OIEY (FHSA AT TS @53 3 |

(1R 0% YT WA, Wi, (AeibA, gfs, eife «2 #ifbfie Mge wel Awewnla Mg
tfes Tafee @ T=e 70 “Aita el et of s wieTeere w4 2|

o orre b @ TehE e faas Qg Aled IR o e
TS Tgie 2 a1 afTeitg Sier SN Jreife [eEd oW g @ Tefs
AN ST ©F 2 AT ANRE *S, 7Y, Tge Apfo YR S bl dfma
e

T TR YO G T TS * O 11 (AT b/d/@)

wPa @1 WA e ey wififer op @@ = werd xR
ool AfTeay (I ¢ T 2N Y TEH WA (UCH | AL WHSG (A0 ALV
ot 2= ¢ 5 oifors @ o e 32 Hrew T A aFelr A cfavy e

o 21T GIFSE- AIFSTIT (85b &) |

o FRRMRT (e3¢ &) 1

o MRSl (emifeley faas

o PraET- e, (fiftm frare, @ frare, e Frae s Ffae- a3
A6 IBEF e |

« fEoi arfes- TRfms- Erfeiie, «ifbaifts ¢ Jwaifre aefoe

o TSI SIFADE- (dd¢y ) - FrasHam - a7 v o9 Jwafes, Aeaer,
s|freTLI 8 (AT |

Tlenfqeeme b ore weifabe fze T Sfemas @ aid @ite ©f anlg oo
WESAmE Af<re e 1

WG BB LA TSI 1 (3] 5/85)
ST FFFLIE RS (OO0 ST T AR
I3 LT SANES FAYILTANOS | (AR 5/5/5)
TPifEeR e qqw e, oy, I, I, ek, o, 9o, A4, I@ e

SICThN  FECR | @I Sfema g A REwe @ i ros o o e
T SR, I2ALTST 8 wTASH AT |

e AfReprER A wrred Megfod wgmEa vEe | FmpIe Tg e
QAL FACA FIEMA- AT TR, O ¢ JemE RISl uw, RS,
TEAERY, Aed ¢ TAghe- M erenFas e e or abh oo
IRPIRCSE WF SeEfee | W[ SR W, IARWENR T IRPGFAS
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Tfeeiefoer Tege THRaFaa | Iy AGEE A Aorog &b SHred (NAH 47 |
TSR W2 §f T AGICS TG AN T QoNC© (ARG ©H© ©fF
IO -

TSR ARSI (KPR SoifFa)
ffeeme @I TtcTesaie | (245 @)

TeFe AL G (A wRifTe IFa e | Ao Aba ba-ha I92q 13,
Fa FEAT AU TG T E@ANE TG (TS TR |

D SIATO Q3 THII AT TN I FA@AIL T 20T FCIRCET-

*FVAR F(ACE AW FAACL BT I TS 236 OF O (MTTST 267 #PI0S
ARG I Ffce |

WOIEET AT [EB RTINSO P Q0B o) | SN o IHeeal (e
T

EEHRTF AR SADGITRET |
B wiEfee T@ TSR FATS W 11 (5/2)

YA (ACF TFOS, MR oS Ha o T (A T eSS 3
@ 2D ofare Torbi WAL Tie e

AT SIS oo (@ [AR TFe o O ot BT Witg WA (@A 6F I
FFTS! IAPTCR | IATHR ST TSR €8 8 ¢¢ AT W@ A@™ife @maeie Jfo

VTS 2lfS TNLAFHCICN TIIANE S 731 (2/@8/3)

T PP oA S AT SCETDA AR | THORCS ANGIMR Ao
BWAY T 9 W02 | (ISR BTN T & TR

PR o = o) SfREIREeT 1 (3/9)

RITBren At Wors e AT GREET (@ T8 U8 4T bl ool
FAGRIE TR T IR | RIS (e WA ¢ &G el et
TRACST FITSIET (7 A 2N AT AW T I SO FIATS A
TR WA IIZ (AF TZS I (@ T AP A0, AEHET Nq ©iF Ol
fqifel F03 ©fF ‘Indo Aryans’ (Sbbo) I3-9 JCECRA-

. it (Indian Architechture) appears perfectly self- evolved, self-contained and
independent of all extraneous admixture.

@Wﬂ?@ﬁ?wwmwm SAGIER |

YA (A BT I AT 3@ Adferexn oaerwd' s ower Hatiaw
TR (ARIRT TORMFE 40F (@IUR FFOITAG! |

2ibl Wi e T qrR AFE 1Yl FRPEANARAS @Ieo™E | o
wfere FEeEE RRENfes z@e @ew ffgmde smiee wfere R
T Wi A0 | THAC TR SIS @B Ao I 370G HeFee b1
FEcRT | 88 B s fim @2 wfore JfTe G Sigs @3 FIFMICR oEe
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IEE AORS (@ (P W T AW T AN G @3 oeifs
'TECe' Teelel I A PR

A SRS e 2 TSI TFeTTeTS |

weelfes smErmifedai A sNegel | (WAEIT wfere 5)

@ 2P (i T F1egrea(@s 7 k00 - Als woo) TrHAY T ARG | WL w{tar
T e (@@ e RFS W RFoeRe AFSI 9¥ N ©RM Iad
TR EF EPIEIAM (DI AfoTe 'N2E' SN | Jrad G GETH Al
LTI N | B | S S ECE BT B e K- TACE B[l T b [ 4 o B
Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal 3316 @W"f’fl

e ¢ M2 JeFred W ST WoA SHIS! AIFO B @1 T AFCSA
(AN SIFORA Toe] (O YIPTOAS FFOIT 5o | TPINLECIT $2 @ (@K1 Ol
T 2P | GGAT A TG WO TF© e IM [ioe o (A 8 Ty
Aegred fon THomielens €11 20 O eigee FeFoe R ol 2eq Tfve |

wiFe-ofoN ¢ wiFdeRTe (92 AEel o FieaeE) Ao (Qmmd
RS Ol Hfifer | Ao *tww FroAfere wg =7 *EHfE | (@m iR [EQg fafHoe
IR T TBYS {5, FS45F, Afex=*55- Yo #Alfeire =Tl |

(TR (W O FrRET I 8@ WEN WG AiFe [Ad WL
-

oY POy | P AFOY | ©G TR ©O SR A AFOY | | IRFOFTSA b
AP FTEAGACOPRFORTARR O TFR 7 @y 2 WoAm
AIFCS b AP OLORTAFI ARG AFON (Ao |
gfie. FEH® 8 WFred TIFT AFS | AGHE O AFE &AFred FA F@l
TR
RIS @b CTRGTETIoE |
AT WFFASR b AGSEAS AFITESIS 11 (59/85)
HiFe REw 7o FRpme! JeeTees-
TRIAEGER O AFE Aligee f[ms
Soae ffeagie CTeIHm THIL 0 (5/08)

43 “ALT-TY *O(F FMNTAC AACT TZAE! ARFCS 'CTGIT' FIF T4 S | ST
T ePCe  (F O W AR AT TSR (Y3 07 *oF) 8
FrReeifeaiTed eMeace (Y8 b¥ o) | Fymef digres f[fey conefr Tie zrre-
CTRATTR B ¢S 5 =B Byl S |
I erpefireRe ARy AT 1 (5/0¢)
T o [foq TR ofiFeTA], M9d ¢ S diFe 9T IERA | O
m?wm,mqaew@ﬁa.wm@w,w@e
Al

e o RRetTa R[Kfey 7 woi@ele Fegow | SRR Wl 9% SRR AfoA
fats focg eeees-
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wrermiae FREe@e 2fe goig |
SR AR AFeIfeae el e e fofi-
T OISO 11 (5/0V)

G2 TOR FEI- @B ATAF TeH (N NPRROR @A armet el ¢ owy Tror T8
(F SO @ QR (T 50/5¢) |

TEMICHS WG TEY R W2 OF Ie7 T2 ot

PO AP YT G IS |

1 TN e AHE ol 1 (Sb/8Y)

AepooRlfTE WINGAR deR @FENa 9 [ew ke 91 B sfera s
21 @8 oEAlfTe FAeFfod dfery QU WITRIRADE SFeE WLC dE ({4
@R WEMH @ A *eMite PENE ¢ i Wpts Twe @@ dIpEm
wffors feel 1 i fos iege orm foore a1 swa SRecs AT A, R
T T QI SEMEET? @2 At Tara waies ik e W IR —

Certain ethical principles and a theo-centric world view governed artistic creations.

R TNE AFTT ORICeE TeFe OF ¢ ARCOF dOR APFe TW AR | IS
AT 2OFF AT AD© T FGIGT ANC(ew= *orn) A FAeifeTwicas
GefeRel TER 7 e@ TR Al e Aaheeie weifieere e
g cotare Fleam i |

(o5 ARere TSOIE HFO-SIS | FFS *eF b7 4l (Te]@ Ay TS
foel T4 ol Q@M *IOMIte IARF TN Tl FACETT LTI | qE
oI TS (TIF6 I I6 FAE A ARSI | vy *F T,
AfRreR iy I (genre) T 2T FeF© ©ife 2@ Ab® 2© AT |

FAC MMRCOFS AFIOA 2O ST 73 | A< OIFCOH AAro@ad! (musical trinity)
A (dALR-D5-29), JGFN AFFST (5390-d0¢) AR SIRIG (5Aua- Sb-89)
foTaag MFe @ TSR e TR IJIRT PR | AGIH ©IF LI
o AFCS ETCCRA, SR FFCoA WA ©IfNe 1 (oo 38 I WAL ieics
feTcte | =prTE ofF g @RI A " ApeeAfafE #ifR e e A" o
G AR Seqrd e e Feafeee | ol @32 SpeRe- qeg AFS € (9
O ferared |

SifiE AfRrere MeFe Ao GRS | MFS OINIT P TR, T AGIY'
goyfn Aol el Toe Twfa foe | Age Afarem opTe (e
e T M9 ¢ T@oitra B mie-rens wige F9o 1 I TerEte ke
(3Abb-3b-8Y) T TRHANES @ I Sl Frafered o A6s T 392 e

et

Tl AfZere AFe OFOIE TPIR IR | &A@ (59¢90-S3¢) O JFIfF' wfers
Aege Wi offie 2@ WA, W' @R GHE' AT GIRE O[T FA IR | of
T VAR T8 ARG (5995-S89) TN |2 (IR [ o a5ew
TS FCARA 9 G GEGeTd AoCOR FLFS W el g 1 werRiedt
e (5Abe-5b83) TFS© TSI TIAM FCI FEIMTS |
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ST ey WRIAMEBS TP ¥oR 2B ge Ao AEY A W= IR
R (3935-58) TESRTSR TS F71 {2 Faa M= Aferey

2 wifzey Redea siege gl | wgme *rorg & e @ e’ sfier
(GRIE @4 IR O MFS IGOCGH PRl GRICOL 5B 1 AWFAOT (5 9-5b00)
fRreTm @7 T S am S0 | efERT ot @3 @ T M- geree 1 s
@ D T OIS ALFS LS 1B |

SETIRT ¢ AFHA ARCONS MFOIPRCIT (1 SHIRS | SR A AFS Toe1
IR SRE R @9E TRl fyree e Freiieeds AEmE REe
TSR SRV SN SR e o | e AHRy @ sfFAel SN FRow
IR TP T Toofer |

Ao MfRrere IO 4T AF© AOR TPIRS foF @R TR *erAces O F
e IHR 1 TFAN @ B o wwFgsd wWoF wv fm wRerres @
WA S 1 SR w1y o TRreRTed @3t IR eREEd A @ 93
@3 5T 251 Sbrow e |

Tt 2ot AwId #[f el fRrers Fege o T =fea | g 5T (sa8%-
Sbop) BB, AW WE (3Aba-3b3y) SATA! AT ¢ AR AR (Shou-dp0q)
*ff5ifeTrs AeFe erer T2 |

R NS SO AT IfRey AeFwele qere Koy wam 93 eenww W@l
ToF | 4R FOWE YA ACNR WLl o ¢ oy e 4o AN W
AeFes ETFNRFE 98 @ A Wl edd o7 faw wgieie e ge
e W86 ewesd—

Two tendencies are clearly visible. One shows an upward movement of folk to the
elite, which can be called Sanskritisation, the other shows a downward movement of
the elite to the folk, which can be called de-Sanskritisation or Prakritisation.

SIf¥e Ol 1 FreAe AFAS! A0 WA W SR O fyery Aeglos dfoxy @
R ot 1| TeE ReeE ofie Tfeeye ege gom weipe I aR RFS 8
TE- ©% TORA TNIRA 2 T AFE] SifiEriiRey, @ IR FR a3 JeE-
veiae wifse ifzrey s |

iy diere ffen emer Afrey sege RO TWie (A FoweT 1 ERS
JEF 'S, AW T &AW 1!, So R @ SRl WreRres Fal', *ffef fitaw
TS IR, FA TSN, T @AW SO WRICRCeT WEWAl' APfS Aol
e sege Aferom FESET 2R @ G SFSREIRS (RS =8 Fa2
O AN FCA

BeRCE T@I7e ey AR @A SO TGP [958 FCaAtR a3,
T8 O AORA AFHHOACE ST, WA PG @CAR FLFCoA 71 FAlfero HeFho
¢ afey SO B AT FHCIY HAFCSH A | FA@AI IANLR ICACRA-

fagrel ereare Wy ffbw wifecs Bifern enfecaeee 1,29 el o7 FrRItes 79 F
g, 9 IR o7 FlRFe A2FS I AR, wre e o7 R TR I AR
TSI ANV AT FRANE, ATBE AT FEANCR | (FAG TOKE!, 58,21 I ATFE) |

e g Twifde a3 oeard T<Qal-
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A TFg A3 T AR T8 TR OGN |
AL TENOTR q3 TN @ 2 G 11 (ITAR 30/553/9)

Tumeefer

e AT, AW ¢ TOIT 4T, 27T AFN, FEFTS!, S5

3. femafa eirmst Tifre wedem, st 295 M, svab

b (T, Ao Oggad, TvE (@ IF¢e oo ¢ FHfre Sofay, wus
FFAA, TAT AT, FETFT!, 3998 (TG

8. Ao foer rolifire ArgeavAreIaes, faeiT ALwad, FeFTol, T9T AP, S538

g

¥ g ¢

0.
oY,

o4,

b

.

R ACAGE FAAMS ¢ e TFIfTel, FAFel, AFS FEF OB, 05y,
(@)

o st setfire wet fafos Fpmds, Fearet, «ifFox<e Aoy JBF R |

. @, o Tiifere SrexfT @t G, 2w oisl, ffe, wAfaer sArRferist, sovy
TS LRI, IR (TS S, Ferprel, BIGTGT AR, 3559

AR TGIAIE, FAFS 6 AT OAR AP, FoFTel, (e A1, 3558

. SRR TG, ‘@51 SRTS foebb!’, FFTel, &F G, d80b

. (R TR, 7] FITH 92 7o, FaaTel, 257 Aoy BT R, 2050
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T8 T-G T TP
P! (A

ARCFA

e ol ¢ O Twid Ay wive: vew rgs oo v TereAe @ W AR AeFo-
fifFs qelferrs AHANE qelfers Tro! ALFS T M THITS N AT FIE ‘T ¢ FINE
T GRIT A AR | G Seeilna JIRCEE (AT KT I ATiare e Are
T 6 I, OIF TPTHTFER @R _FRD TG |

o3 *
TR, Ao, AFOR, CF-AGEW, AT |

fGre 13 W% I ©fF oy Ofe T TR wfied Aelfer frenmel sivra TeAma
I Ol R @ @ e e [Ee fewd adites aifssited e fRetE W
FET qR e ovaeee [@eiae I, G [ fawces @I o9 (21 9l
RS IR WAF WA A TS T T 2R, @ AGHE @ TG
TG ZToy SRR “FefoeTe’ ?T@T%TWW@”{‘TWW RICERRIGEE]
AT W @ A TG ALATS AT AR A T A v RgpIe ddre
FAAIBT-2fe BP9 TE (| AU TR dfey [aw «Fw el el
@T@W[ﬂﬁ@@?[ﬂ&’%‘% @ Wiy fafay Siegfon e fafen e<sia sicwa a1 fusion 4T confusion
O P 2RAS] BAIR TRALT QR A3 {AEF FeFF TFOR ¥ Tyo g v e
TSl AR q06 1 STRTT AR A TNRF e ¢ WewR g [va oA Jw AR, &
awnaa%mwmﬂml—@ﬁrmwrﬁawmmmwww]m%
ferin wrrem RArk, Pise, wrere g9t ¢ Wit spm Tore W @A
JRC AFS +TTS WA 2, SRTAS BF A2 LTS FFS AW &7 27 A& Foavm
iR ddre Wﬁcﬁﬁ?iﬁm.vf@oﬂa—qsmmw
AEoRVATSr- TF @bfere A e, AAGE, Al T ¢y a3 e
e Meifera HeaAr23 ACE | SwEy, e sreaiz < @B Ao Ol F© =S
ol forfe A Bl 2@ SRR R AT O | @ (A A AGT S AFS
% (N It @1 2 1 @N-

Wl & 5 gifieafs o |
SGRIALN SATeTR TR 11

“Afqarers gt famE 5 gFen

oI TR ool Fooh 1
fome

(TG PO A FFRALS |

B NG [FAFES A 11
BRG]

T 7] TEgrey wEIwCole AfFS
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93 TG GFCo2 FFAR & 1] @F ‘A Comparative Grammar of the Modern
Aryan Languages of India: to wit Hindi, Punjabi, Sindhi, Gujarati, Marathi, Oriya and
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...In the western languages, Sindhi, Gujarati, and Marathi, T is quite distinct from .
This latter has a more liquid sound, and is often dropped at the beginning of words.
Punjabi and Hindi turn the Sanskrit & into T in most cases, and express it in writing by
the ST. Bengali and Oriya use the character ¥, but sound it T j in nearly all cases.
Thus, the Sanskrit word TWIT would be pronounced in M., G., and S. yojan. In P. and
H. it would be written W, and pronounced jojan. In O. and B. it would be written
I, or even JEH, and pronounced jojan. So completely has T acquired the sound
of j in these last two languages that when ¥ is intended to retain the sound of y, as
in Tatsamas, a dot is placed under it to distinguish it. In Oriya ordinary writers even
go so far as to write I the words which have a I in Sanskrit, as a=q for W.m

¥ is regularly changed to = in H., P., B., and O., less frequently in M., G., and S. In

these three languages & retains its liquid sound y. This change is by Vararuchi, ii, 31,

confined to initial y; as jatthi, jaso, jakkho, for yashti (correct yasti/yashti), yasas,
ISy

yaksha.
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THE ROLE OF SANSKRIT IN THE FIELD OF
COMPUTATIONAL LINGUISTICS

Alomgir Mohammad Sk

Introduction

Interesting in translation Computational Linguistic starts in 1949 regarding machine
translation. It has an area range between linguistics and computer science with the
collaboration of psychology and logic. Computational linguistics is the use of
computer science to the solution, implication and apprehension of written and spoken
language. Computational linguistics is used in instant machine translation, speech
finding systems, text-to-speech cognition, interactive voice response (IVR) systems,
search engines, text editors and language communication components. The
interdisciplinary field of study requires expertise in machine learning, deep learning,
artificial intelligence, cognitive computing and neurosciences.

A computational perception of language provides human beings with insight into
thinking and intelligence. Computers that are linguistically competent not only help
simplify human interaction with machines and software, but also make the textual and
other resources of the internet readily available in multiple languages. Computational
linguistics can be used to translating text from one language to another, retrieving text
that relates to a specific topic, analysing text or spoken language for context, sentiment
or other affective qualities, answering questions, including those that require inference
and descriptive or discursive answers, summarizing text etc.

The purpose of the study is to focus on the land of computational linguistics. Its skills
are put together on linguistics with the allusion to computer uses. It is use to regarding
teaching and the role of today’s teachers towards the students of the electronic age.
The study is supposed to be very significant for both teachers and students who are
attracted in language studies. And it is also important to draw attention to the trouble
of being electronically extinct. It is an invitation to start a study with the specialists of
computer science in order to get the maximum advantages regarding linguistic
subjects like Sanskrit, Bengali, Hindi, Urdu, Arabic etc. Computational linguistics is
enlarged to accommodate several activities that help computer users in usual and those
who are curious in language teaching and learning in special. It goes to obtain two
goals: One is to teach language by computers through the internet or CDs. Two is to
build programs that linguists can get the advantage of like vocabularies and translation
and checking programs. This can neither be dealt with by the Department of
Linguistics alone nor by the Department of Computer alone. There should be a close
relationship between the two departments. Though of the great advantages of
computational linguistics, there are some disadvantages also.

The improvement of computational linguistics

“Probably the computational linguistics first commence in 1949 in the way of machine
translation”, it is stated by Martin Kay in 2003'. The foremost convention on machine
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interpretation was happen in 1952. The first journal of “Mechanical Translation” was
published in 1954. But the “computational linguistics” starts to be use in 1965 when
it presented as a sub-title of the journal “Mechanical Translation and Computational
Linguistics”. It was formed in a very short type article. In 1974, the title of the journal
“Mechanical Translation and Computational Linguistics” was changed into “The
American Journal of Computational Linguistics.” And in 1980, it turns out as
“Computational Linguistics” which is even alive.

There are two important inspirations beyond the functions of computational
linguistics: one is Theoretical and the second is Technological. The Theoretical
process came from the thinking that applying computational goal would cause a
significant progress in linguistics. And the Technological process came from the
pleasure to generate a technology to serve the practical needs for translation, fact
elimination, grammar checking etc. But none of these enterprises can be acquired by
the assumption of linguistic processes only.?

Computational linguistics which is furthermore reflected a different area relates
linguistics with computer science. Researchers of Computational Linguistics are
classified into two units: One of them implement their knowledge in computer science
to linguistics explaining to people what they should know to understand a native
language, how they get this experience and how they should utilize this experience.
The second implement their experience linguistics to computer science so that
computers can recognize common social language and translation. They also deal with
computers linguistically following the name of common language processing which
is used in short NLP. In common; Computational Linguistics could be detected as a
word of automatic processing of common languages which is affected with
assembling computer programs to prepare words and passages in common languages.
However; the absence of programming education is yet a problem. Professional
linguists cannot describe the data arrangements which the program should accept.
Experts in Computational Linguistics with a stable experience in linguistics can
productively serve in various tasks such as computing records and vocabularies or
accomplishing in an interdisciplinary unit or getting out several different fresh concept
or method which can be extremely helpful to understand the literature on the topic.3

The ingredients of computational linguistics

Computational linguistics is fluctuating between cognitive sciences and artificial
intelligence. It has theoretical and applied components. The theoretical component
depends on theoretical linguistics and cognitive science. As linguistic theories have
nowadays become so complicated, linguists determined to simplify them by
employing computers. Therefore; they started to cooperate with the computational
programmers with the help of cognitive psychology to improve computational models
for the formal linguistic theories. The applied component improves practical figures
of human language depending on artificial intelligence. This is further to be
established supporting the titles "Language Engineering" or "(Human) Language
Technology". The purpose of applied computational linguistics is to discover a
program which can develop the communication between human and machine so that
human and computers can communicate easily.*
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A Common Language Understanding

Linguists complain against lacking in artificial intelligence that they are compelled to
search a replacement which is known as "Natural Language Processing". And for
natural language understanding is equivalent to computational linguistics, it is
important to understand its necessary objects. It is to create and present contents in
any natural language in any field and to encourage multilingual assistance.

There are two principles of investigation regarding common language understanding.
One is towards text-based statements and the other is towards dialogue-based
statements. Text-based statements signify the processing of all types of written texts.
Such as books, articles, messages, magazines etc. in such a way that users can easily
understand them. Therefore; researchers are continuously improving various
midpoints of information access to such texts.

This following information to do like-

¢ Finding suitable documents on the desired subject from a database of texts, e. g.
finding relevant books in a library,

e Getting information out of some kind of text on a certain topic, e. g. creating a
database of all satisfactory on-line information written in the news on a certain
day,

e Translating texts from one language to another,

e Replacing large texts into short summaries.

The following are the applications of dialogue-based things:

e Question-answering system,

e Automated customer service over the telephone,

e Tutoring systems in which the student can communicate with the machine.’

Extremely magnificent than communication problems between human beings and
machines are those between people with various mother tongues. One of the major
purposes of demanded computational linguistics has always been completely
computerized translation between human languages. From bitter experience, scientists
have recognized that they are still far away from obtaining the aggressive aim of
translating unrestricted texts. Although, computational linguistics have designed
software systems which is simplify the work of human translators. These are
obviously developing their productivity. Less than excellent automatic translations
can also be of excellent assistant to knowledge seekers who have to search through
vast numbers of texts in different languages.

Language is the Cloth of the Web

The fast growth of the Internet/ WWW and the development of the information society
act exciting different challenges to language technology. Although the new media
combine text, graphics, sound and movies, the entire world of multimedia information
can only be structured, classified and operated through language. For browsing,

[177]



ANVIKSA o VOL. XLIV & JAN 2023

operating, cleaning and processing the information on the web, we require software
that can prepare at the contents of documents. Language technology for content
management is a necessary precondition for applying the land of digital information
into corporate education. The increasing multilingualism of the web develops an
additional challenge for our discipline. The global web can only be learned with the
help of multilingual tools for indexing and operating. Systems for cross-lingual
information and knowledge management will overcome language difficulties for e-
commerce, education and international cooperation.

We still don't know very well how people create and understand language. Yet our
understanding of the difficult tools that underly human language processing persists
developing. Representing such tools on a computer also helps us to learn and formally
represent unknown resources of human language. These are appropriate for any kind
of language processing including many helpful software applications. Our long-term
aim is the deep knowledge of human language and strong understanding linguistic
applications. However, even today's language technologies full of original short cuts
and simple processing methods can be changed into seriously required software
products. The raw field's attraction is its diversity. As several learners plus
practitioners of computational linguistics, the special performance of the system is the
key to expertise from the humanities, actual and behavioural sciences, and
engineering. Scientific methods and effective techniques get from linguistics,
computer science, psychology and mathematics. At some universities the subject is
taught in computer science at others it refers to linguistics or cognitive science. Also,
there is a little but growing number of programs and departments committed
completely in computational linguistics.

Disadvantages of Computational Linguistics or Computer Supported Language
Learning

The disadvantages are classified as the following:

1. Financial: It is the most significant problem particularly in poor countries. In spite
of gaining greater results with less time, poor countries cannot provide their
schools and universities with a sufficient number of computers to get the desired
advantages.

2. Availability of computer hardware and software: The rapid changes in technology
force to select the best quality of computer hardware and software. This is also
difficult for poor counties.

3. Technical and theoretical knowledge: There is a deficiency of technical knowledge
that many instructors do not know how to use modern technology. Not only is this
but many instructors who are attracted by the modern technology depend basically
on technology and neglect the theoretical rules of methodology to combine the
knowledge for their students which may cause a negative impact for both the
teachers and the learners.

4. Acceptance of technology: Many instructors think that the new technology warns
their future because it needs regular preparation and connection with the fast
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development so that they think in a continuous difficulty which needs time and
allegiance.

The Role of Sanskrit in Computational Linguistic

Sanskrit is considered as the mother of all languages. It being the most ancient
language was called as Devavani (language of God). It is the purest among all
languages as a reason of which many word from different languages are derived from
Sanskrit. Like for English Matr becomes Mother, Bhatr becomes brother. Sanskrit
grammar was designed by Maharshi Panini around 2500 years ago it is having
unambiguous grammar.® As compared to other languages available Sanskrit grammar
is very vast and intelligent with a guard against ambiguity.

From a long time ago, Indian scholars amuse that how a language communicates
information. This moved to various theories of language analysis. Panini’s grammar
saw the advancement of various ideas into his wonderful achievement astadhyayr. The
modern age of information theory has given a fresh encouragement to the studies of
astadhyayr from the aspects of fact codification.

Panini’s astadhyayi has great importance which is in three sides. The first one is as
entirely perceived an essentially exhaustive grammar for any natural language with
accurate specifications though humble acceptable to memorize. Secondly, though the
astadhyayr is written to explain the next accepted Sanskrit language, it presents a
grammatical framework which is widely accepted to analyze other languages as
well. This makes the study of astadhyayr for concepts it uses for language analysis
important. Thirdly, the astadhyayri has a significant aspect of its organization. The set
of fewer than 4000 siitras is similar to any computer program with one major
difference in the program being written for a human being. And it is not for a machine
thereby allowing some-formal or semi-formal siitras, it requires a human being to
evaluate and implement them. Although, we believe that the study of astadhyayt from
a programming point of view may lead to a new programming model because of its
rich structure. Maybe, for all this reason, Gerard Huet feels that Panini should be
called as the father of informatics.

The grammatical custom of our country is presented with the three circles of
shabdabodha. Such as, Vyakarana, Nyaya, and Mimansa offer various levels of
linguistic analysis which is directly relevant to computational linguistics. Special from
the astadhyayi and the grammatical tradition, the rich knowledge base in Sanskrit has
been a source of attraction for both Indian as well as western scholars. Sanskrit was
at one time “Lingua Franca”’ of the world of intellectuals, in addition to being a
spoken language. As such, we find Sanskrit rich with many scholarly texts in different
disciplines of studies — ranging from Astronomy, Ayurveda to different schools of
Philosophy. Computational Linguistics can play a major role in developing
appropriate tools for Sanskrit, So, this is rich knowledge can become available to the
interested scholars easily. Thus, both Sanskrit and Computational Linguistics have a
lot to offer to each other. Akshar Bharati group have a great contribution to the
Sanskrit computational linguistics. They have been engaged in both tasks. Such as the
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task of developing computational tools for Sanskrit as well as the task of using Indian
Grammatical theory for the critique of another Indian Languages.

Many scholars think that though Panini has written a grammar for Sanskrit, the
theories he used are common ones. And therefore, it contributes a structure to write
grammars for other languages. As a fundamental start towards implementing Paninian
grammar, a parser based on Paninian Grammar formalism was formed to explain
sentences of any languages. This parser based on karaka method used Integer
Programming to explain simple sentences of a language. (Bharati, 1994) A designated
corpus for Indian languages is also being improved based on Paninian Grammar, at
LTRC, IIIT, Hyderabad. Paninian Grammar provides ultimate value to the
“information” coded in a language sequence. The svatantrah karta (P. 1.4.54) of
Panini stabilizes the fact that what can be obtained from a language string are the only
karaka connections and not the thematic functions. To obtain thematic functions, one
requires to petition to world knowledge. But, what language systems within its coding
system only depend on the karakas. E.g. study the sentences.

ramah talam udghatayati.
kuncika talam udghatayati.
talah udghatayate.

We can see that in all these sentences, ramah, kuncika and the talah are the kartas of
the verbs udghat, whereas they do not have the same thematic functions. To designate
the thematic functions, one requires to petition to the common knowledge. All these
are the theoretical aspects. But people want a practical side to access a language which
helps to cater to the needs of them who Wants to access material in languages
unknown to them. Translation involves not only the transfer of content but also
creativity in expressing the source language content into the target language. In
general, any two languages are incommensurate in their expressions. This makes
translation lack faithfulness. But Sanskrit has a place to make this faithfulness.
Sanskrit is very prosperous in samdasa formation, as well as its usage.

It is believed that compared to the task of applying Paninian Grammar Formalism to
other languages. This task of developing computational tools for Sanskrit is much
easier because of the existence of astadhyayi. It is really perplexing that in spite of all
available resources, still, one finds it difficult to various computational tools for
analysis of Sanskrit. One of the reasons is that the whole literature is still inaccessible
to the computer scientists and the Sanskrit scholars rarely turn towards computer
science.

Conclusion

Sanskrit referred to as a Devabhasa (Gods’ Language), but not for it is the oldest
language. Because of, it is very perfect in structure, morphology, semantics, etc. which
have not changed for 1000s of years. Only a good linguist understands that Human
beings can't create such a perfect language, neither Caveman nor evolved. What’s the
evidence: we have seen English evolving from a structured language and having some
formal structures and used initially to now with no structure and highly ambiguous.
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Not concerning human understanding but concerning Linguistics. For human
understanding, it becomes easy and flexible. As a result, we can say that the human
mind has become unstructured and dull. Maybe past century scientists without labs
and tools have found many things. Mathematician Ramanuja’s tools were just a pencil
and paper. Hence study of Sanskrit grammar concerning astadhyayr and studying the
rule base of it gives a bright view towards considering Sanskrit as computationally
viable. The great features of Sanskrit can be used to develop an application and also
a view towards designing territory parser.
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AR qauTSehIel WMy SMehed T 3fd & fa geacad Yafkia:| wews & 3f gear
TEHIET 3 ToRad =iaT weeta srraatasiafal e 3ia TeaeyeRid geel ue guan fefad
afed fas=aafuta) ot fe wer-amdr: e nermgeymaer @ fi 78 awd| & s fae-ae
ST TR TR el et yeuree il SreadE 1B s w i g yeneRa
TRl s o) o g s o s ' @ @l fe =
waTieee o = AT GAfh I Al S e e At e 9 wiac 59
TN & 3 W A T W FAd e, sty w1 vttt et firfify e aw i
THHRFEE: | Aoy gadrdl| 3fich: ao: T: 3TEAM W& =% 3fal or
A JgHCHTIHA AT AAT- AT o @ ST ASTHM: eH| T4 ol §eay arl
T T, T : | S0 3o U8 TaTU ) 1T <f STEHT GHEGRIC: ad s | 3l

AT o GRIA I HA ST, TeHa: IST: il & 3ha = frame, Femae: Jemeaed- € 3d o
T 3| Fed HiedIS SIEUdHEIT add| TGS I BEEdHEHE! YR, dod
TG 3T 37 TEUISHAT IMeba BTG H AT H=TeARe dreret fafeam)
¥.¢ AT EETH

TS 3 e Al 7 GYrg JONY foreehn:| TSt eTefer 7ed e iR fie
vafdl et g et waft e e st wafa Teffon aftrfmr st o
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o qatsvame:”* gl 71 s-maifeite. vre-foht amm fafe arderameer e 3t oo
T vy a3 for sfr feard “qetsvam s o e oo srwameeiTRt vt aae wimeET
vF 3t T M| wEERoRE Ot fied vafa dut qdftaer st sfeswaer
Hfgams dieicd aiteiesd| Theam q O B TA| URUISHAT IMehed Tl AvAeei gart
TEIIITTRIY gEacad  TefaiHl  CauTeeredEi uqEt g e Auersdd  @wel

JIT-
Wagmﬁ%ﬁéwzw

(g e ged qrard § fod o o et 3t

Yo TET TR T IR IGHSIE A4l fE e 3t frmy geed wd T gvad, a-emar:
FRAANG THR IAE T TG T A USUIS A I STATEHGEEI qq’ 3
3f¥fay) HerEITeT UguTat -

FoAH | T | S | T | ST | ST |
H | U | Brga: | g | 9dd | 9 | fow | 3 | o | e 3 13

vguTed Ug fefied aq dfeamt a3 TesEEy sTTHRTeEdHEI Idd| YeaTed ue
I afed a-emar: forewd ven) 97 qam sfa fig=mmer wend: s Fafy dieart aae
3 TR AR T fagwicd J1q IRId T qT JST -4l HRET deR
TAGYRT FURWETG a8 ThaEEd T | dfedmnfiey stamadea sty
AT TIHAH| Ihod 0H- T aT: dT: T Faae, 392 TR Woae guare ¥
TIGAREAT: T K 3o ITHf-d TS HaaT STaf-d| STRST: Te: Jagwdrcas:| qom
¥ wcd waaT foe SR A Jae AT Rl ST S| L AAE] SR
T 3 W, STvaTaes defeam)* 3f FqH R g T aiesE)

IR I T FEOTEE SR g 3fa mieeer 1 i g s
Heoid TATGRT Ta GEdca ST QT a1 STshuTemTT Jreeai-oi: STea: §I| fohea
Qe AT PRt e Tgda, ded wafde gedl Afsrsfeart
BTEECHAq HI= T @l AT HfEATITS geaca = T Sahedl AT et T
TfaaT defearty At ve wfeans gEEer e, i SreasE TR
TN YA UEUIS 7 kA BIGEAHIN Y gEAed gfeail AU g o9 ueUs
BTG FaTH e Feffart
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4.% SUHER:

HATEEENT = W& |fd TeITS TafmTRTel duf Sehdeaed JgTe-q STeAvl Sarefen
e fafgam aar & dfearma st 3 seeraETsdes Sreudtat T T STRRIIN:
TTRd T, STaHarHe F 9 ATRRIT 3 e 7ol SR g T ) i
WTSTIOT GEAT UF Wi Sr<EaEi qgHi sihl WediceId qa1 Ud athed aq TauIaTAT
Wihed ° qa1 HAATA  Afesuemommeeiafa, oF dwf decemy glvafal e

dfgaeETal YSUISHUN  WEMN: Wehed: FAT WIIRRM  HERd  FaaH oF |
AfGFHATOTHTIGATEATRAT 31T 7 A hadd e

IEAGUTS:

2.

C.
R.
20

STITETT 2/%/4%

1 o o o7 PR g
(ITRTRATOTS: £/%)

TR 8/%/%

FIRTTEIR R/2¢C

FITEIRAT %/%409/%

[ECR G

7T &/2/%,02

1 far a1 e aifa anfa g sq vy wfr aft 3w sfa e

TR %/ 4\9/%, HTITHIY
FARITTITETH 3/ 9\

. SEIAGHEIRAT 8/209/3

22, 79 UeUTS:

%3, THT FHATHT
%3, FeHlEdT /3%/4
2. T UeUTS:

34, ITTTETAT &/2/20%

%8, TG 3/3R/Y TRITHTTY
%00, FIGHTEAT 8/20¢4/2
¢, STTTETT &/2/%0%
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9R. TGl 3/8/%

R0, 73T SIS

2. S7ETEAT §/9/%0%

33, G 2/%04/3

33, S7ETEATA §/9/%0%,

R, GGl 3/2/24

R, 73T SIS

28, FRGElRA 3/%/%% HITHT
R, STTTETT &/2/%

R¢. TG &/2/¢

3R, G 2/%04/%3

3o, T3 TRV

3%, EIIGHIRATET: 2/ 0%/&- WAl Tftw: 37 faewd fftw: 3 geaea uquTs wafdfam)
3R, ST €/3/2 30

gftgfiferamemfss:
FHerHE: ()| T, foraame:| $oT 9T | EEeTRyeT; fordrae-Afeamiaseem, 2020
fas.

-1 - | T AT | BT - Sfeaenaeea, 20 g ¢ fa.8.)

SHIATCITIARIGT ST ST TGREATIHT TeT. ST AT | A0 =@t
foramyam, R024

e | TR, forgamg:| 4 9T | ST fardrae- s, 2038 faa

1 - 3T 9IT: | BGIH; forgat-afeamseaseemm, 2032 faa.

T, TS | STETA T RFeTISaaqT AR : FA:| FETCHTS: T -HET e, 833
wfiaiee:, IR Aref-aTaiearn: Teurs:| Qi THAT FE 6, 2030

| e T -HIHTET AT THATA FYL L, 008

ST, =T | SygTefefsahn Lt 9T | foeeft: ardrfRImE, 2l

Abhyankar, K. V. 4 Dictionary of Sanskrit Grammar. Baroda. Oriental Institute,
1961.
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TG ITACLE ATIIICTE FrefaHTerung
éﬂﬁﬂ-ﬁ'ﬂ?:

e

Tl ST 3 U A AIgH: Wk, T Tealsd WehR ST e qrerinraei s
AT FHGT: TRV FA:  WAHAREA: 3 | FAMG AAHTERTSTaY: A ShieREs ar
HATE STIIAeCA| T Fae shrerdre MU SHfrarefsh: ATRIeaIs g gead| Falfug ATINea:
wse ASET = AR, FArag e SreEtl SEERy:, ST A s fHfady sty weae
SRIHAT, M| FhaTrag STweTes fersfiarmed snferrqaft sesard | Fafod svereasy o7 qequisiian
3R T sfcam= gafENu TSI S STEEed| el day S o I,
HTRTeH | RRIsae faforeamy forfery wamfor fafarenty adwal sTeremTIaST STRwRTeeed fafaentT
forferefiT sTres i) T forviieel: JreaTette: i, aq Mo [aret: e sTgveeae 19 forad]
FHiSaHIIE:

)

HTY: SR SN STRY: AT |

A

TSR SRETh ATIRIT Taersd] ARG e Sfifad e, aromEmRieT - <31
Sl 3 TN AT 3id A | §0:99 A e # AR
ug M| ST T SO S F TR A=A o gEad wia ot wfe wfon
TSI o] 3k = K fYoT-

AT T TR: FHIRTF ALHH: G TeT| Fo7mrg: W g ot el wreeramsyony) > 101D
THEEATIHAT SIS ST S — SRR Sfor=ad ™
Griffith-FREaHTY ST longlife (Siferam) 3fa o1ef: Ffde: w1 s o d=-

O Indra, son of kusika, drink our libation with delight. Prolong our life anew, and
cause the seer to win a thousand gift.*
SRR o AT vew H A gl T T TN e A
ef: AV | e THraEATIHAT- N ST AT THNOT STEHTHH STRIEUITH] ™ FATS, -
1 e HfiEiiE afimtd vt et H wife e Tod g sted w=mE

(1/34/11)

A = TS, JAIHUS , FHUSH, HHAHUSH STEHATSH SRIHUSH o ey =i
Y STTITRISIET: AT : e 7 el
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AYY Q] 3 oo ARG gewre: 3 f=mRqiss it wewr smen
TIHNOT 3T 3Id Haq| Td: THSIHAT IHH - “Iq AT A qUiedr e
SR TR, .| THA: TT-

iR o soT war 9 i Ay ey forg feramgsard 04719

T T ST gawr qortef: 7 e , foramy: wenryg: srfq sfemer qufamy: sfa ovek:
;- ... ST Sstifer fored foreryg: weaemy: ser=sd i 2|

SARITETeRE ST=ffa a7ef: faefiamuedy, qoinuect YBAvSH, HHHHUSH,TEHUST SNHAUS o
HHIARIAN

TSR s aTRTa gk foremTe AR sreaeed: S| ShaeaiiT S - “STE:
AR ST TR Sfor St TFeat 3T SUMT: 9awd: |10 379 35 id 394d § §°5 oo
uiferar: 99 WA T AgeHTeE e AR 99 waoErer, g9 ST, A =
ST =1 T 3fd ST

T Igefiez: T EErRe R ST T @ ge s g ¥ gumm

(1/43/11)

T BRI SR TEARAIST BT YN 36T ARG Iee ST gead|
AT VTE, S, o Sheaealli Iead- “3T0g: 7 W10 WORqe WU I e =
TIOTR:...”12 FT WUMETY: STEHTeh ST, 319q Sfa e, STy STetedor s STy
(St Tmafq sefa ST HISHTETal WIS aRTh: SEufT siafdl 3 o
Sfterereh STeH: 3fd-

rﬁﬁﬁmgﬁq@nﬁwﬁﬁ?ﬁqg@wqgﬁﬁmﬁwﬁswqa@ Q\‘Jﬁ\aﬁwﬂa‘[llw(l/éé/l)

Prawfaamges SRt Teerdl 3 g R Sfd ST gEd aq @ o aea:
ASHAT: I ] AT T ad sl oy STy garq, e foram SRy aterfq
SHaTer qUATY: | T o, ST aeere: weste wiihad- L e T
AT TURTACTETU| ! ST TR o FeHT: e e : Fie: Foeme-
for way: o W STyl T qedr forarg:) ew aret wfieE ant Ay e g
(1/73/5)
T ArETErr oAl wer vt Sfemged - .d wed faem: wd Sifad e
ATI... 1"
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Stephanic W. Jamison-H&I&3aT Joel P. Brereton-#algdd o %[%T[ AY: 3fd 9 whole
lifetime (FFIUTSITERH) el oA 31q: ATVt 316 RTeaETe: -

Might the bounteous ones reach nourishments, o Agni, and (might) the patron who

give (reach) through a whole lifetime.

Might we gain the victory-prize in our clashes with the stranger, acquiring a portion

among the gods for our fame."
FIGE TEAUS, SXHUSH o ST FHTTd|
SN e STIRRIeA [ Has, STaehTerhy 3Tfq. AT JTdaca
ST ETROTERIT ST, 3T ST ST SIH RN TSIacall RIaH ershfarTfaaee: o
LR LRI i I N P LI ER I BC i i e G A B E I S LRI T
ST, . 1! Qe St S2rcl I 1 OIS WS SO eI T TR S I ERuaTiaT:
TR GaT: Wl: QT Tqe: qaIGy ST ITCATH: | Ieh o Sh{o-

5 I YU o 75, wemefierT: | e eqgatarag et dafed aamg:N’ (Y
ferafaareh SRR TewTe: Sfary [MrRoT=Rien 3- ©.. 3T: STe,..|"2 3 q =
fopfoaq Iwicd gvad | TERAT IUHAT Aed ATUIaH| AT FT SSEmEE e qareee
TR Qe O T ST, STc Eehiel. Sca=aT SITYHET STGedT  JsImoT TR 1R:
ERcik:ciserE

O AT qOft ST UMY ST et Fegfast ST e Joft s |1

(1/92/10)

TARAUST AHAAUST STEHHUSH TaHAUST SRTHHUSH STRIYRIeaH SfaTe: gerisil
Prafduged s gequerard) SRl g s Sfad o st Sheawati - <. 3
Stiferee=t a for svra forferet s stertq et Sftee AT Hei, 31 2aTq) AT = FHIT-

SFISTHT 7 AT A o TG R o) & o gatd forammgetaaa > )

] AROTER forgmrg Ry gewrel: & wesie, 3t - <. fod we oy Sfted e
ST

Griffith-TEE3 RRTT T whole life (Fesfia) 3fd Te =meaT Fal 37d: IhH-

The man who offers holy oil and burnt oblations unto you, Agni and soma, shall enjoy

great strength, with offsprings, all his life.”
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YT TR S RN TEHIeId| ST Y Arad 3T S| ShaeTiar 37
AR g . forsfia, 31 ar- «o1ry: fersfifarcam= ar f fefefe gardvag wom) 1" 3w
= -

ST a9 Sfeafd afe: war W I o) sEn ages o wEee g Rffe

g—a—l—a—a“27(l/ll3/]7)
HRIUTTETIOT AR Tawmed: Fdt: ST - 311y 31t Tfesife et srehmerr

TR -3 BfTevm= Teurad Teumvad)™ faar o 31y avae Afaieeg W
HARaR R WAl 3T0: | SR T IUTHRHIITARH o SHAATY L& H=1saH-

T QY efnfe T 7 et feararesmy e srermpnEg fig i T gl
TRRTVRHET =T 3T 3T ST STeRT: %0 (/1279

fadrmueerer stefiRrmewe Teama= it Sgifn weene: s, de faameiq geam=m)
WAV 3 - Ty Jeire=, ..

ATHUSTR SAEh SR Taearel: QIO & STHIG STemtHtd ar -, 3R 31
Sttt a7 3 "o Wi SeAd A9, EMeE: 3T AN FHReET Il ATE e
FFEI AT 27T: KON IS HA] -

SFETHATIH AT :| T e O
g TEA: | | il

WEHUSHE fEusTas e ST TR S[ettsh etieh SFiereiier = forer: He=d: 4:
foam T = STEHAT ST PVl = S (YY) TG 31 B ST SheawaieT AR
T Sftae St ,ag Sy @) faae, 7orid we, T8 Siamed quiy: v Jeid swiom
| A T AR 0o 1=, Ihar, Shreeari! - o 31 for waimryg: Siforam o1 &
7 AT -

¥ % = AT A sAfenm: foat S 1ot waw o st faaaryg: e sar afaeg
éaT:lISS(G/SZ/IS)
HTEAUTERIONTY SRR vewe: Sfam=ituta a1 o - o weq 31 7=t Sfte ar .17
qqEHUSE STRfifaames S uawTe o rTRor et - Tt Taa SR
Frafreae: Y 1 AYUEE ORIV T STid, 9§ AT TaH| ITed Faaqd Stad ST
ST TG SFraehT o=t SehTIRTaT warfa| 1 = gt | sepremdifa-

T ST TAIGRETT TGal! T SATHST STafn 37 uf Jafgaron sierehad g a1

(7/80/2)
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Tafaarges ARG Tewe: wRTEE Fd Sfed ot ar - fad s ey e Sfiee
AL...I"Y ST T3 W IoAd A IhT: ST, qHel: ST ST TaTTe eTe fewoam 1 gam,
aﬁaﬂ%%wﬂgwﬁaﬁaaﬂwsﬁm-

mam@ﬁw%ﬁégﬁ%ﬁl W@ ﬁ%ﬁrﬂbﬁ@a’ﬁ T T |40 7902)

HTAHISAR ARG h o SRR Teware: Fa e T 3. amom=mion
FA: - .. YIS ForarraTeee ..

TIHAUST  THIEARRIaaneh  AYNIT qewme: Fd: IqeacetsioAmial SR 7t
RO ST SHAFARIRT: ARY: & Wafd =, ST rehld. WAres i = , 9
M. "I Yo AT Fo:-

afe fararepfe ar St afe geiRfas i Ta T s FrbdeeTaTTs R Srawer) e (016
ATty
AT 31 aTeehTd Ig-forvht ST 3fa & waf) serveasr TsafdRTiaareh RN 3ha
TR SR 3 vew TqEenqeTar: fodmre: afd i MrereuEy - e T STeHTR,
AT I AT el ™ Sfed: I Sifeed Awiig faearatal 3t = iy

| A ferameT gepae: FueT FEq) 3 or ATy arie| | (2512

faamueaes wufdwfodmgs RN 3fd wequerad | om wwol 9fd S=Id o e,
TSRl SRR I 3 ST ST STt 3¢ = Siom-

& fordt aromTfy TSI 2 = e ST A = Hal:| I A T e e svarArify gt gt

(2/27/10)

TARHUSAET FHeRIaHeT Y 3ha qenuerad] S 3ht wewTed: AR i 3,
qe~ ffred sTTsaETTY STNeE O WEea o - <. 39 By = it st
TR SRR, .| ST = (0T

oAy qa STaeERas ATSHIESEE 37| ATeammEr ater fogmem s Fommm 3 3

(3/29/3)

Jamison-HEIGIAT Brereton-Heigd 34'@'&[ 3 e three lifetime 3fd (Eﬁa'*!'l{) 3T9j1{
Iehad-

Three Lifetimes are yours, jatavedas and three dawna are your births, o Agni.

[254]



ANVIKSA o VOL. XLIV & JAN 2023

By these (births) win the help of the gods by the sacrifice as the knowing one, and

then become luck and life for the sacrificer.*’

TSR YRS SAfSRTaae= foemea s sfa wewmed: aeom=min 4
Sfrat 3fa- <. mgfy Sfremf. . 1 3™ | wfr o S o wm sy ARy atetq
Sfier Terq, It 3t = 33| It o BT

3T Y T ST YA o 7:| ST e gogemy) | 1)

TXHAUST SRRy AR 3hi Teer qormel: 7 IUTId, haet STW: (ST)
T Sftarer fereamrel swfvrera: STefaT 2o -

AT 7 T S T WA A S | 07 S a2 (010

HTIHT

TSR TATIRIIagh AW 3fd IT-forveaeaed qeee: Sifoaq) S1f wft 3= Wt
3 Hel HATY: TR, 7 shelet ALY ST 3T F=AHTEN S&Tq| THATSH -

T ST S © SIS ST R ST ot 3 forenq we s (2

HTSATRRIAAEh SR 3i UeAR, ST TR 3 0ee e, Tad 37ef: 7 Tuaar
ST, T THSTIFHT S e Ueed SRNT: o ATk U, i =1 36y v formiworeyor
NGRS R GO R I C 1 1 1 G o R R S R U e i | A TG N O G
AR ( TS) ST (Sa) STqeece wag, 0T hae FI SFETY: SIaeeca W)
TSRO 3T, - TARINT St aHTRIS e, era. .| 3fc™ gesea oy Famfior:
Ha 3 glihed STEd Srqeacadiifid stta garg i | a=we: =-

LN Y

HEHTEIVT ITARTRE IR SfSTETSHH] 21 A4 IRET FATei==1 forare giarear a6

AT

SRHUSTE ITAqHEh ST 3fd T TaAR| 37 SadT Jeedid: HATIRIT , TN I -
“ TEEIA| STTIY: FHTIOET AT Serefert 3T siar|% 3k =1 Ffon -

T3 I YT TR JEET SARTATET: |
Eﬁﬁlﬁr: gafe: m%mmmnsmomomg

CIE )

TSR <A AT 3 AHRIREAE Tee: HRUIEE i e e
St - < AR waasEted Sfe.. 7t it sFee foRigiesa, T g st
STaEecaTd L Sfie 2aTq 3fel STHH i
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BT ST GHIT: FETTHECAT e BiaeT 7 3|
Tirdafer = s1mfiy oot forarasdt gieam wmafafy: 1 ¢4

Griffith-TRIGa ST 3fd Tawme: life Fd:| 31: I -

Blest, Agni, be the man, the liberal giver, who with his lauds and regular oblation is

fain to plese thee for his life and dwelling. May all his days be bright: be this his long

time.”
aqefveee AAfaueeh AN 3fa wewme: AreTERE Fa: 3 gt ar - <oy o=
AR 5] ATSdeR Rl ”*! S 7 AfAdsE: W= gead| 37 dsi:
YHHUSAR BT TR, Y ATRE formmfia) o5 a1 waq, IR aoifér o s,
o 3| ek = SBoorT -

o= foref syt firauee: we T

STTHTR BHeY 3 ST WA= d S| @510
TS ATTSARIAHEE qarad= Y 3 qReEgae: Geee:  JSEhEy

HIEY 3T I AR - ¢ LAY FHHAGUY FIRY |7 IR ATIMIGEHRA SAf:
Jesaferd: 3ﬁﬁ'|wmmﬁ:®aﬁ:§ﬁaﬁ| d: 3 H=: Ich: SRYOT -

O TRfEEhT qufedl B R e T T faegesme Ay sgyert oF
SEUEFR'IIIG} (1/58/3)

HETHISAR  I@TemHeh Y 3fd Tenfed, s vewmed: Agey 3fd ol Fa
RO - < AR AFSAY....| 307 A7: 3o 1 gt e sfr s gl 3= it o1 o

A=A RS BRG]

Teh: G foref=ve: | AT i AT e S0, 9o AT S $92:| Ieh o Bl -

@ AT 37 STy <y T A U A
T TR ot afT ATy T T 83910

Jamison-FETERAT Brereton-HeIga ST 3fd gaws: Iwha=dt Ayus (31:) 3l 3 = -

You foremost Agni, among the Ayus, among the Gods, la one has control over goods

for us.

Around you do the swirling water circle, which are their own bridges. Let all the other

squirts burst!”’
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SUUER:
FATE YRR 0T Hehy AT Sta Siford a7 SR, qesiiar q [TasaceRaiid

AN )

wag 3fa RM: WE: FA: BOOM| WA GHRSHEH § SRS JAHTSRNISIE:
AT TSR ST STRISHTE: AT HaHTY STTE 31 ot T

TRy Ty AwreaEe: 7 ford: 3feafiad:| saweeewr wftere e @ Hisfy
forr: aref: 7 qumeEmfin:|

FATTY Ao FTHAEY: T I | ATAE AT OF A1 Sfiarfal 1 : 371 o
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REFLECTION OF UPANISADS ON WALKER’S THE COLOR
PURPLE

Arghyadip Mondal

Abstract

The Color Purple narrates the story of an African American woman who became the victim of
child rape, patriarchy, sexism, racism, domestic violence and marital rape as well, eventually
found her way out and uncovered a broader aspect of spirituality instead of believing her past
Christian male God anymore. The whole novel comes to us as a series of letters. The
protagonist, Celie's letters to the God and to her sister, Nettie, portrays not only her tortured
and abused life, but also the lives of other African American women. Some letters from Nettie
were discovered in the later part of the novel which shows the lives of the tribal people
(Olinka) in Africa. Breaking the silence around sexual and domestic abuse, narrating the
women lives through the struggle and pain, growth and companionship, bravery and
resilience, The Color Purple establishes a larger aspect of spirituality through love,
redemption and support. The novel is called Bildungsroman because of the spiritual
upliftment of the protagonist who initially thought the God to be a white, male identity, ended
up finding all the elements of nature having the one source of Life, Prana and manifesting
one supreme entity, God. This paper aims to trace the Upanisadic influences on the concept of
all pervasive God instead of a God with a particular gender, portrayed by the author.

Key Words

Upanisadic Philosophy, African American Literature, Womanism, Spirituality.

Introduction

Pulitzer Prize winner Alice Walker, a renowned poet and novelist is famous for her
epistolary novel The Color Purple which questions the conventional belief system of
Christianity and indicates an enormous spiritual interpretation of the existence of
God. The novel specially portrays the patriarchal abuses on the black women and
their creativity, faith and spirituality being the key to their freedom from sexual and
racial oppression. To deal with this, Walker often considers a concept, named
Womanism. It is a form of feminism which focuses on the problems regarding anti-
black racism and sexism and against the black women specifically. In the field of
Womanism, Walker became the first and foremost author who brings this term to use
in public. Her novel The Color Purple is nothing but a novel which germinates the
seed of Womanism in readers' mind. Here the protagonist Celie who was physically,
mentally and sexually abused by the patriarchal male society initially, became an
independent woman breaking all the boundaries she was bound to follow and
uncovered a deep spiritual understanding of God. Many of the western authors used
Indian spiritual teachings, practices and traditions as the core to their literary
creations but most interesting thing about this novel is how spirituality and faith
have been portrayed by the author. Here the protagonist Celie is seen writing her
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letters to the God. Through all those letters the whole story of her being tortured and
abused came to light. Under this circumstances author introduces a charming black
woman character, Shug Avery, who became a corner stone in Celie's life. She was
the one who brings a whole new aspect to the novel. She taught Celie to overcome
all her problems with the help of Spirituality and faith. It was she who drove away
the patriarchal concept of Christian God from Celie's mind and introduced her to a
new concept of God being everything. It is a kind of a twist which connects
feminism (Womanism) and Spirituality. An African American woman who was at
her edge of tolerance, and was done with the male God whom she has been
worshiping since her childhood. Eventually she established a God who is neither He
nor She, who discriminates none and the One who doesn't oppose anything that a
woman’s heart desires. The God who was described by Shug Avery to Celie, exists
in everything that has ever been existent. This concept is very similar to the
Upanisadic concept of India and has been used as a supporting pillar of Womanism.
So it can be stated that Walker's The Color Purple reflects Indian Spiritual principles
enveloped in African sources. But Walker did not mention anything about the Asian
influences on the novel at the time of publication. Instead of any historical influence,
a found affinity with Indian spirituality developed Walker's interest in Buddhism
and Hinduism.' Later Walker mentioned about her learning a contemplative practice
called Transcendental Meditation (According to the founder of Transcendental
Meditation Maharishi Mahesh Yogi it is nonreligious. It is not about worshiping any
deity, but about focusing on transcending thought and experiencing union with
unconditioned consciousness?). Walker used Transcendental Meditation for her
mental stability after her divorce in 1976.3 Ever since she has put her active interest
in Indian spirituality.* For this Indian spirituality always has a significant impact on
Walker's writing.

In her novel The Color Purple Walker shows the gradual shift of Celie and Nettie's
spiritual belief from Christianity to a noninstitutionalized spirituality which is very
close to classical Hindu metaphysics. The belief that all phenomena manifest from
the impersonal, unconditioned God. Disguising the influence of Indian spirituality
on the spiritual themes Eastern wisdom is implemented in the characters with no
knowledge of Hinduism. Both of the sisters, Celie and Nettie realised that the
religion which they had been practicing since their childhood, is oppressing.

Celie's step father, Alphonso brutalised and silenced Celie by raping and
impregnating her and selling away her children. He also warned her,

You better not never tell nobody but God, It’d kill your mammy... when that hurt, I
cry. He starts to choke me saying you better shut up and git used to it.>

So as directed, not knowing anyone to write to, Celie writes to God,

I am fourteen year old. I have always been a good girl. May be you can give me a sign
letting me know what is happening to me.®

This is nothing but a helpless prayer from a helpless girl. But later Shug Avery, a
blues singer, teaches Celie to use her spiritual dedication to her personal problems.
When the abuse and the hidden letters of Nettie puts Celie at the edge of her
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forbearance, She mentions God to be a trifling, forgetful and lowdown.” For not
having the conflict between the past God and the God Shug introduced her, Celie
becomes disillusioned and starts to address her letters to Nettie instead of the God of
the patriarchal society.

The Color Purple and the Upanisads

The very first words of the Novel was Dear God. Here the protagonist Celie is
addressing her letters to the God of Patriarchal society. A male God with white robe
and white beard. But at the end of the novel the concept of God has completely
changed and the very last letter from Celie was addressed as, Dear God. Dear stars,
dear trees, dear sky, dear peoples. Dear Everything. Dear God.® In the beginning
she used to write her letters to God for the survival from the trauma caused by her
father's sexual abuses. But with the help of Shug, at the end She starts to see God as
omnipresent. She could not even connect anything with anyone in church. Later she
hears from Shug that They come to church to share God, not find God.’ That's why
initially Celie could not find God anywhere.

In a letter to Celie, Nettie writes, the roofleaf became the thing they worship.'°
According to Nettie the worship of the roofleaf encompasses a limited concept of
God, just like the church. She explains,

God is different to us now, after all these years in Africa. More spirit than ever before,
and more internal. Most people think he has to look like something or someone—a
roofleaf or Christ—but we don't. And not being tied to what God looks like, frees

us.!!

This expresses Nettie's view of religion being similar to an all-pervasive immanent
divinity. And by stating face to face with the Olinka God'?, Nettie highlights the
taste of the chicken and groundnut stew", and the songs'®, all these are to be the
manifestation of God. The festivals, the sensual worldly life, everything and
everywhere she could find the existence of God. Though Nettie sees the religion of
Olinka people liberating, she does not embrace it completely. She carefully
distinguishes her belief from both Olinka's and Church's views.

The first thing Shug teaches Celie about God is,

God is inside you and inside everybody else. You come into the world with God. But
only them that search for it inside find it. And sometimes it just manifest itself even if
you no looking, or don't know what you looking for. '3

Shug's statement You come into the world with God, is very close to the verse of
Prasnopanisad,

prajapati$ carasi garbhe tvam eva pratijayase...'®
[As Prajapati you move in the womb and it is you indeed who take birth]'

The concept of God or the Supreme manifesting itself derives from ancient Indian
spirituality. Patafijali's Mahabhdasya records,

uta tvah pasyan na dadar$a vacam
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uta tvah $rnvan na $rnoty enam/
uto tvasmai tvanvam vi sasre

jayeva patya usati suvasah//'®

[one, indeed, although he sees, does not see speech. Another, although he hears,
does not hear her. To still another, indeed, like a wife, wearing clean (and
auspicious) clothes, having desire for her husband, she spreads out her body]"

In the footnote the editor writes,

Rgveda 10.71.4. According to Indian tradition the hymn itself deals with jfiana...2

The first line of the quotation can also be related to the words of Swami
Vivekananda,

All belongs to the Lord, because the opening verse told us to put the Lord in
everything.?!

Shug not only describes God philosophically but also she suggests a physical
identification of God,

Don't look like nothing, she said. It ain't a picture show. It ain't something you can
look at apart from anything else, including yourself.?

In Mundakopanisad the similar description can be traced,

yat tad adre§yam agrahyam agotram avarnam acaksuhsrotrarh tad apanipadam/
nityarh vibhurh sarvagatarh susiiksmari tad avyayarh yad bhiitayonim...//1.6%

[That which is ungraspable, without family, without caste, without sight or hearing,
without hands or feet, eternal, all pervading, omnipresent, exceedingly subtle, that is
the Undecaying...]**

In the second chapter of the same Upanisad it is said,

divyo hy amiirtah purusah sa bahyabhyantaro...>
[Divine and formless is the person He is without and within...]?
According to Shug,

[ believe God is everything, ...Everything that is or ever was or ever will be. And
when you can feel that, and be happy to feel that, you've found it... My first step from
the old white man was trees. Then air. Then birds. Then other people. But one day
when I was sitting quiet and feeling like a motherless child, which I was, it come to
me: that feeling of being part of everything, not separate at all. I knew that if [ cut a
tree, my arm would bleed. And I laughed and I cried and I run all round the house. I
knew just what it was. In fact, when it happen, you can't miss it.?’

Shug's idea of God being everything, is the primary concept of Upanisads. The first
verse of ISopanisad says,

163 vasyam idam sarvarh yat kifica jagatyarh jagat...?8

[Whatever is changeful in this ephemeral universe is to be enveloped by the Lord.]%
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In the essay God in Everything, Swami Vivekananda explains this more vividly. By
taking the cue from ISopanisad, he says,

We read at the commencement of one of the oldest of the Upanishads, "Whatever
exists in this universe is to be covered with the Lord.” We have to cover everything
with the Lord Himself, not by a false sort of optimism, not by blinding our eyes to the
evil, but by really seeing God in everything... In life and in death, in happiness and in
misery, the Lord is equally present. The whole world is full of the Lord. Open your
eyes and see Him.*°

He continues further,

The ideal of man is to see God in everything. But if you cannot see Him in everything,
see Him in one thing, in that thing which you like best, and then see Him in another.
So on you can go. There is infinite life before the soul. Take your time and you will
achieve your end.’!

Svetasvataropanisad says,

purusa evedarh sarvarh yad bhiitarh yac ca bhavyam /
utamrtatvasyesano...//3.15%

[The person is truly this whole world, whatever has been and whatever will be. He is
also the lord of immortality...]*

Mundakopanisad illustrates the thought of God being everything more explicitly,

agnir mirdha caksusi candra-stiryau disah $rotre vag vivrtas ca vedah/
vayuh prano hrdayam visvamasya padbhyam prthivi hy esa sarva-
bhitantaratma//2.1.43

[Fire is His head, His eyes are the sun and the moon, the regions of space are His
ears, His speech the revealed Vedas, air is His life and His heart the world Out of
His feet the earth (is born); indeed He is the self of all beings.]*

atah samudra giraya$ ca sarve’smat syandante sindhavah sarvartipah/
ata$ ca sarva osadhayo rasa$ ca yenaisa bhiitais tisthate hy antar-atma//2.1.9

[From him, all the seas and the mountains, from him flow rivers of every kind, from
him are all herbs and their juice too; by which, together with the elements, the inner
soul is upheld]*’

Now it is understood that for this teaching from Shug, Celie addressed her last letter
saying,

Dear God. Dear stars, dear trees, dear sky, dear peoples. Dear Everything. Dear
God.*®

For the 9th verse of the 2nd chapter of Mundakopanisad, Radhakrishnan adds,

While the inward way of contemplation takes us to the self, there is the other side of
union with the world The knower penetrates the whole world and becomes the All.3°

And he concludes the chapter saying,
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He gets rid of ignorance ‘The universe has no separate existence apart from the
person' na visvam nama purusad anyad kincid asti *°

And Shug's statement feeling of being part of everything, not separate at all. I knew
that if I cut a tree, my arm would bleed *' can be justified by these concluding part of
Radhakrishnan.

Celie has believed and feared God because of some patriarchal misleading doctrines
she has been taught by the church and the society. She restrained herself from any
kind of pleasure she could get. But Shug cleared that up also. She focused on the
most important aspect of our life, our likings. According to her,

God love all them feelings. That's some of the best stuff God did. And when you
know God loves 'em you enjoys em a lot more. You can just relax, go with everything
that's going, and praise God by liking what you like.*?

When Celie asked her, God don't think it dirty?*, she (Shug) firmly says,

Naw, ...God made it. Listen, God love everything you love and a mess of stuff you
don't. But more than anything else, God love admiration... I think it pisses God off if
you walk by the color purple in a field somewhere and don't notice it.**

Here the color purple is representing all the good and beautiful things around which
God created for us to enjoy. Shug is motivating Celie by saying that through the
enjoyment and appreciation of God's creation she can express her gratitude and love
to God.

Swami Vivekanand also focused on this in his essay God in Everything. He states,

You can have your wife; it does not mean that you are to abandon her, but that you are
to see God in the wife. Give up your children; what does that mean? To turn them out
of doors, as some human brutes do in every country? Certainly not. That is diabolism;
it is not religion. But see God in your children. So, in everything.*®

He carries on,

Not that you should not have property, not that you should not have things which are
necessary and things which are even luxuries. Have all that you want, and more, only
know the truth and realise it. Not that you should not have property, not that you
should not have things which are necessary and things which are even luxuries. Have
all that you want, and more, only know the truth and realise it. Wealth does not belong
to anybody. Have no idea of proprietorship, possessorship. You are nobody, nor am I,
nor anyone else. All belongs to the Lord, because the opening verse told us to put the
Lord in everything. God is in the wealth that you enjoy. He is in the desire that rises in
your mind. He is in the things you buy to satisfy your desire; He is in your beautiful
attire, in your beautiful ornaments. This is the line of thought. All will be
metamorphosed as soon as you begin to see things in that light. If you put God in your
every movement, in your conversation, in your form, in everything, the whole scene
changes, and the world, instead of appearing as one of woe and misery, will become a
heaven. 4
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In this case a verse from Aitareyopanisad can also be suggested,

tamasanay-apipase abritam avabhyam abhiprajanthiti te abravid etasv eva vam
devatasvabhajamy etasu bhaginnyau karomiti. Tasmad yasyai kasyai ca devatayai
havirgrhyate bhaginya vevasyam a$anay-apipase bhavatah. 1.2.5.47

[To him (the Creator), hunger and thirst said, “For us (also) provide (some abode)."
He said to them, "I assign your habitation among these very deities and make you
sharers with them.” Therefore, to whatever deity an oblation is offered, hunger and
thirst become partakers in it.]*

Here this verse is relevant because it is about hunger and thirst. These are the two
foremost representations of Desire. Instead of being banished they were placed
everywhere to partake in every act. So it concretes the statement of Shug,

God made it. Listen, God love everything you love.*

According to Shug it is all about love. Love is everything we should care about. She
questions the traditional belief of God and religion,

People think pleasing God is all God care about. But any fool living in the world can
see it always trying to please us back.>

The concept of love was a bit new to Celie. That's why she asked Shug,
You mean it want to be loved, just like the bible say?>!
Shug answers,

Yes, ...Everything want to be loved. Us sing and dance, make faces and give flower
bougquets, trying to be loved. You ever notice that trees do everything to git attention
we do, except walk?>?

The same idea is reflected in one of the songs of Tagore,

el ye tomar(a) prem(a) ogo hrdaya harana.

ei ye patay(a) alo nace sonara varana.

ei ye madhur(a) alasbhare, megh(a) bhese yay(a) akas(a)' pare,
ei ye batas(a) dehe kore amrtaksarana.

prabhat(a) alor(a) dharay(a) amar(a) nayan(a) bheseche,

el tomari premer(a) vani prane eseche.

tomari mukh(a) oi nuyeche, mukhe tomar(a) cokh(a) thuyeche,
amar(a) hrday(a) aj(a) chiiyeche tomari carana.>

Yes, I know, this is nothing but thy love, O beloved of my heart---

this golden light that dances upon the leaves,

these idle clouds sailing across the sky,

this passing breeze leaving its coolness upon my forehead.

The morning light has flooded my eyes,

this is thy message to my heart.

Thy face is bent from above, thy eyes look down on my eyes,

and my heart has touched thy feet. [Translated by Rabindranath Tagore]>*
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In the Preface to the tenth anniversary edition of the novel Walker writes,

I would have thought that a book that begins “Dear God” would immediately have
been identified as a book about the desire to encounter, to hear from, the Ultimate
Ancestor.>’

This reminds us the concept of Mangaldcarana.

Mangalacarana refers to a “benedictory verse”. This type of verse is a customary
feature of Sanskrit treatise, whether it be Sastra-kavya or Kavya-$astra etc. By this
verse reverence of the author for a choiced deity (istadevata) or for the preceptor is
expressed. This is composed in order to remove hindrance to the full composition of
the work.%

By starting the book with Dear God gives the reader a clear Idea of what's the book
is all about. She herself acknowledged that she is praising the Ultimate Ancestor in
the very beginning of her book.

By the Ultimate Ancestor Walker worships a God who is neither white nor black,
male or female, but someone who resides in everything. The spiritual belief custom,
Walker follows, is pantheism which promotes the concept of God being present in
all living beings. This reflects on the teachings of Shug because what Celie learns
from her (Shug) is pantheism itself. But other beliefs like pegan, can also be traced
there. Walker concludes the Preface saying,

This is the book in which I was able to express a new spiritual awareness, a rebirth
into strong feelings of Oneness I realized I had experienced and taken for granted as a
child; a chance for me as well as the main character, Celie, to encounter That Which
Is Beyond Understanding But Not Beyond Loving and to say: I see and hear you
clearly, Great Mystery, now that I expect to see and hear you everywhere I am, which
is the right place.’

In spite of the development of Celie and Nettie's spiritualities in the light of
Upanisadic enlightenment, the sources, from where they attained the higher spiritual
beliefs, are not Indian but African American. Initially the Indian spiritual influence
was not acknowledged by Walker because it was necessary for her to establish
African Americans' religion as their own. But eventually she clearly acknowledged
the Indian influence on her novel The Color Purple.

Notes & References
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accessed July 7, 2013, http://www.tm.org/meditation-techniques#technique-top.
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PART-1
CONTRIBUTORS
SECTION A
SL
NAME DESIGNATION
NO.
PROF. ;
L DEBARCHANA El;)it;/e:rssoi:, Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
SARKAR Y.
PROF. TAPAN .
5 SANKAR {’Jrnoit\’f::rss(zi, Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
BHATTACHARYYA b
DR. SURAIJIT Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
3. BANERJEE Ramakrishna Mission Residential College
(Autonomous) Narendrapur.
PROF. Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
DEBARCHANA University.
4 SARKAR & &
' DEBANJANMAITY | A gsistant Professor & Head, Department of
Sanskrit, Siddhinath Mahavidyalaya, Purba
Medinipur.
5 PROF. SATYAIJIT Professor, Department of Sanskrit, University of
' LAYEK Calcutta.
6 PROF. PARBOTY Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Rabindra
' CHAKRABORTY Bharati University.
DR. LOKNATH Associate Professor, Department of Vedanta,
7. CHAKRABARTI Traditional & Oriental Learning & Officer on
Special Duty, The Sanskrit College and University.
PROF. TAPATI Former Vice-Chancellor, Sidho Kanho Birsa
8 MUKHERJEE University & Former Director, Culture & Cultural
' Relations, Adhyaksha, Rabindra-Bhavana, Visva-
Bharati.
9 PROF. KAKALI Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
' GHOSH University.
10 DR. TAMONASH Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Taki
" | CHAKRABORTY Government College.
1 DR. DEBDAS Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
" | MANDAL Jadavpur University.
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SECTION B
SL
NAME DESIGNATION
NO.
1 AMAL KUMAR KAR | Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
' Alipurduar Mahila Mahavidyalaya.
3 ANJAN DAS Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
’ Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira.
” CHANDAN MANDAL | Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
' Midnapore College (Autonomous).
s DR. DEBASRI Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
" | KHANRA Swami Niswambalananada Girls’ College.
1% DEBASISH MISHRA Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
' Vivekananda Satavarshiki Mahavidyalaya.
17 DR. SANTU SINGHA | Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
' Bankura University.
18 AMRITA SENGUPTA | State Aided College Teacher, Department of
' Sanskrit, Raja Peary Mohan College, Uttarpara.
19 DEB SUJAN State Aided College Teacher, Department of
" | MUKHERJEE Sanskrit, Kaliyaganj College.
20 JOY DAS State Aided College Teacher, Department of
' Sanskrit, Maharani Kasiswari College.
21 ALOMGIR Assistant Professor, Rosomoyee Vivekananda
" | MOHAMMAD SK Topoban Pathagar B.Ed. College.
2 ARUNIMA GUIN Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
' Tehatta Sadanand Mahavidyalaya
93 DR. BHUTNATH Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
" | JANA Lalbaba College.
2 MAITREYT JANA Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
’ Prabhat Kumar College.
SECTION C
SL NAME DESIGNATION
NO.
ALOKE SEN Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
25. Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational

and Research Institute.
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BASUDEB GORAI

Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,

26. Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational
and Research Institute.
7 BISHNU CHANDRA Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
" | BARMAN Jadavpur University.
28 DEBANJALI BOSE Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
’ Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University.
29 DEBASISH PATRA Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Jadavpur University.
DEBOIJIT DAS Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
30. . .
University of Gour Banga.
MALAY MAITY Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
31. . .
University of Hyderabad.
MINTU DEY Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Nyaya,
32. Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri National Sanskrit
University.
33 MOUMITA KHANRA | Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Vidyasagar University.
34 PINTU DEY Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Jadavpur University.
PRITAM BERA Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
35. Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational
and Research Institute.
16 MOUSUMI ROY M.Phil. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Rabindra Bharati University.
37 ARGHYADIP Student (PG), Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
" | MONDAL University.
18 ANURIMA GUPTA Ex-Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of
' Sanskrit, University Of Gour Banga.
39 DEBARSHI BHADRA | Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Jadavpur University.
40 DEBASISH NASKAR | Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Jadavpur University.
A1 DEBESH SARKAR Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Rabindra Bharati University.
0 KANCHAN BARIK Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University.
43 LAKSHMIKANTA Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
" | MURMU Jadavpur University.
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44 MADHUMADHABI Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
" | SHASMAL Visva-Bharati.

45 MAHADEB DAS Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit,
' Jadavpur University.

46 MANIK RUIDAS Ex-Student, Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur

University.
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