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GENERAL EDITOR’S NOTE

The whole \1’&[’[151 al present is mnving ahead ihrmlgh an unforeseen crisis caused hy the
cOVID-19 pandemic. We, the stakeholders associated with education, are no exception to the

circumstances. ‘!’ejl, we do not indulge in negativity. Rather, we acknowledge the ups and downs
of life and we believe that we will win over all the negativities in the long run.

Qur austere endeavour for study is in vogue instead of any hostility due to the situation,
Fortunately, we have a friend like modem technology with us for its support to undertake the
pracess of teaching and learning, in spite of its various weaknesses. We are now ready to confront
the unfamiliar opponent and we are confident that we will win the battle.

We are going to publish the 42nd volume of Anviksa, the Research Journal of the Department
of Sansknt, Jadavpur University, in three parts as we did it in the previous years. Our planning
for execution of the work 1s threefold. In the first part of this volume, the invited research articles
from distinguished scholars and teachers of various universities and colleges are compiled. The
second part comprises the reviewed articles of the teachers of different educational institutions
of Sanskrit anc allied subjects. The other reviewed articles written by the research scholars have
been compiled in the third part of this volume,

The research articles regarding various subjects in three languages viz. Sanskrit, English and
Bengali are compiled in all the parts of this volume. It was very difficult to edit them following a
uniform method, because the soft copies we had received from the contributors were composed
in different softwares, In spite of some problems, we tried to maintain a common methodology
'n publishing three parts of this volume. Yet, it is our experience that some faults are inevitable in
the publication work, which request forgiveness from our erudite readers.

Inour effort, we have tried our best to remove the errors and omissions through our leamings
from the past. But rather than advertising for our endeavour, we leave the judgement of its quality
10 our readers,

Iconvey my sincere gratitude and heartiest thankfulness to the members of the Editorial Board,
" Colleagues, research scholars and the officials who were involved for preparing this volume of
OUr OWn journal, The previous year was harsh to us, We hope the new year brings happiness and

"W hope in our Jife
A K. Makata

Dr. Ashok Kumar h'!nhar:;ﬁ r
Dage- Head of the Department of Sans
January 1, 2021 Saavpi Ui ersity, Kolkata-700 032
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§ri-Laksmi: The Erratic Consort of Royal Power

Adity Roy

$ri-Laksmi the goddess of abundance, prosperity, good luck, progeny, beauty,
royal power and well-being had a very early origin in Indian subcontinent. As the
giver of human’s eternal needs related to wealth, prosperity and progeny she is
one of the popular deities among all castes and creeds and her worship is still
alive throughout India. In epico-puranic mythologies she is associated with
Visnu as his wife and consort. In various brahmanical rituals her wifehood gets
much importance than her other forms. Before her association with Visnu, she
was associated as the consort of other deities like Indra, Kuvera, Kirttikeya etc.
These deities had an early connection with monarchy and royal power. In recent
time she is familiar as the wife of Visnu and she is the main deity of Vaisnavite
religion.

$ri-Laksmt's association with different gods throughout the time is an
interesting point of discussion. Different gods and their connection with kingship
was the base of their relationship with Sri-Laksmi. Primarily SiT was linked with
Indra or the king of heaven. In fact, her assimilation in the mainstream Sanskritic
culture had occurred when Indra was supreme among all gods in the Aryan

pantheon. Indra's connection with rain, elephant, and fertility was one of the
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significant causes behind his relation with E'J'ﬁ-[,akﬁm‘{, Indra is 'the god of rains’

and fosters the land with rainwater, The divine clephant Airavata on which she
sits draws up water from the nether world for ndra ? Thus the elephant has been
S}rmhalised as the raining cloud which is chosen as the vehicle of Indra In a
passage of Mahabharata (1.189.29,33) Draupadi was mentioned as the

carnation of Si7 and the five Pandavas as former Indras. It might be a
justification of the polyandry of Draupadt”, as her husbands were mentioned asa
similar entity in five different forms. In another account of Mahabharata® it is
mentioned that when Sri came away from the asuras to live with Indra, Indra is
said to have apportioned one-quarter of her essence to dwell in the earth, another
in the waters, the third in the fire and the fourth in good men who were devoted
to the brahmanas and were truthful in speech. This story indicates Sri-Laksmi's

association with well being and righteousness and Indra as the giver of all these

qualities.

King's association with fertility had a very old origin. It was an essential
element for a thriving kingdom. From the vedic period Indra was associated with
rain and fertility. Early vedic texts describe him as wielding the Vajra
(thunderbolt) as his important weapon, which was a symbol of rain and
connected with male fertility.® Prof. David Kinsley rightly observed that "as a
couple, Sri-Laksmi and Indra are a clear example a common type of divine pair
in the World's religions: a female earth goddess and a male sky/rain god...... In
this symbiotic relationship the male deity associated with the sky is said to
fertilize the female deity with his rain."" Rgveda (2.21.1; 6.20.1) calls him the

lord of ploughs. Plough is a phallic symbol and the key component in cultivation.

The later vedic texts like Paraskara-Grhyasiitra (2.17.9) mentions that Indra's
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wife is Sid, which is the personified Furrow. The adjacent part of the plough i
related to Indra as his wife while he is the main instrument of cultivation.

The good fortune of the supreme authority of the kingdom was enjoined wi(
the goddess $ri. One of the myths associating with Indra mentions that when she
sat down next to Indra he began to pour down rain and the crops grew
abundantly. Cows gave plenty of milk, all beings enjoyed prosperity and the
earth flourished.® In festivals like Kumudi Mahotsava or Kojagara-plirnima
(Aévina-piirnimi) Laksm is duly adored with Indra on the back of Airdvata’ and
on the Sripaficami day (Magha-$uklapaiicami) she was also worshipped with the
same god.' Both these festivals are performed for the good cultivation and
abundance of crops. Sri-Laksmi as a representative of fertile carth was associated
with him in those grounds of vegetation and fertility.

$ri-Laksmi's association with the vedic god Soma is also very significant as
Soma or Candra is also related to vegetative fertility and royal authority. In the
puranic genealogy, Siirya-varhsa and Soma-(Candra)varhsa were the major ruling
dynasties. Soma was the first mythical king of the Candra-varhéa. Some of the
purdnic texts narrate the story of his birth. According to it, Soma was born from
the tears of the sage Atri. After the birth of Soma, Brahma made him the lord of
waters and plants and gave him a divine chariot on which he travels the universe.
Soma performed the Réjasiiya sacrifice and gives the three worlds as daksina 10
his priests. Nine divinities attending the sacrifice were Sini, Kuhi, Dyuti, Pusti,
Prabha, Vasu, Kirti, Dhrti and Laksmi” After the performance of Rajasiiya
sacrifice, king Soma was endowed with fame and glory, wealth and splendor, etc.
Here Laksmi was the provider of wealth and splendor to him and she was a
divine entity. There is no reference regarding her birth and parentage or her

. - 1 . - -
marital status. But the Matsya-"* and Padma-Puranas ‘mention that Laksmi was
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coming 1o attend the sacrifice of Soma afler lorsaking

her hushand Niriyana.

However. this myth was a late interpolation in the puranic corpys, because the

compiler must have put this revised version of the story only afier Laksmi

. : 14 )
became A constant companion of Visnu.™ In the primary myth, most of the

divinities are the personification of various abstract ideas. But ﬂri-LaksmT's

ce from the vedic period was adopted by the
Puriina compilers also. Her appearance

association with Réjasiiya sacrifi

in the royal sacrifice symbolises her role
in bestowing royal glory and authority to the king. In fact, Brahma makes

Soma
the lord of waters and plants and he is ofien identified with the fertile sap that
underlies vegetative growth. Hence, $ri-Laksmi complements Soma in this
respect as she is also the goddess of fertility and well being.

In the creation myth, Laksmi was the daughter of Bhrgu and Khyati. Her
parentage was established in this puranic myth. Initially, the creation myth had
male dominance. Puranas tried to maintain the vedic brahmanical ideology to a
great extent and for that reason the puranic creation myth did not abandon the
ideas of vedic cosmology. But with time and for the need of situation various
non-vedic elements mixed up in the puranic cosmology'® and various non-vedic
divinities got merged into the brahmanical pantheon. Primary creation myths
ignored the existence of feminine and biological aspects of creation. But in the
birth story of Laksmi both the male-female involvement is very prominent.
According to the primary creation myth, Brahmasvayambha with the desire of
Creation, created nine Prajapatis. They were- Bhrgu, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu,
Angiras, Marici, Daksa, Atri and Vasistha and along with the Prajapatis three
others were mentioned- Rudra, Samkalpa and Dharma, Then he created Manu-
SYayambhii and a female ﬁmarﬁpﬁ by name. Manu had Satariipa as his wife and

through her brought forth two sons- Priyavrata and Uttanapada, and two
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daughters- Rddhi and Prasiiti. Prasiiti was married to Daksa and they hag tweny, :|
four daughters of whom Laksmi was onc. Out of these twenty-four. nharnq
married thirteen daughters including Laksmi. Bach daughter produced OfTsprip,
with Dharma and Laksmi gave birth to a son called Darpa.” The Makabhgrg,
(3.37.33) also mentions Laksmi as the wife of Dharma. In these creation Mythy |
Dharma was created by Brahma without any lemale entity and Laksmys birth
was the result of a conjugal relationship. All the names mentioned in the legeny
as the progeny of Brahmi denote some abstract ideas, where Dharma meap
virtuous conduct and Laksmi means prosperity and well-being. Their associatio
has balanced the idea that by performing dharma one obtains prosperity.”
Dharma or righteousness in combination with bala or power is the essenti
quality of kingship and Laksm is the vigor of royal authority, However, both the
components played a significant role in establishing a powerful kingship.
Sri-Laksmi's connection with Kubera is also embodied in various purdnic
myths and archaeological evidences. The seventh hymn of the Sri-siikta, which i
a genuine portion of sitkia and is found in all the editions of the Rgveda, connects
Sri with Kubera. The worshipper invokes the goddess to come to him with
Devasakhd (Kubera), Kirtti, and Mani (Manibhadra, the treasurer of Kubera).”
In Ramayana (V.14) she is represented with the lotus in her hand on the chario .
of Kubera. In another part of the Ramayana (V.9.8) it is stated that Laksmi lived
with Vaidravana (Kubera), Soma (Moon), and Indra in the palace of Ravana. The
Mahabharata (11.10-18) described her as attending the royal court of Kubera and
at another place, the god is deseribed as united with Laksmi." In some passages
of Mahabharata, she is explicitly mentioned as the wife of Kubera.?® The same
epic elsewhere describes that Laksmi belongs to Kubera as Tejas (light, radiance)

belongs to Sun, Ksami (patience, indulgence) belongs to Earth and anger 0
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Yﬂmﬂ_“ The most important aspect of their relationship was based on their
connection with wealth and vegetative fertility. According to the Buddhist
radition, goddess Vasudhard is the wife of Jambhala, the god of wealth, who had
various similarities like Kubera. Vasudhira is the goddess of wealth and
agriculture. Sri-Laksmi and Vasudhira also share various similar characteristic
features, so that eventually Vasudhird is assimilated with the goddess Sri.?
Different purdnic texts also mention the connection between érT-LaksmT and
Kubera. The Skanda-Purana (5.3.41,10) refers to Iévari as the wife of Kubera.
The term ISvari is applied to the goddess Sri in the Sri-siikta (verse, 9), and also
in Taittiriva Aranyaka (10.1) where Sri is mentioned as the queen of all
creatures. So, it 1s possible that the hymns of Sri-siikta influenced this part of
Skanda-Purana, which mentioned I$varf as the name of Laksm and connects her
with Kubera.

The Markandeya-Purana (68.4ff) describes LaksmT as the presiding deity of
the eight treasures like Padma, Mahdpadma, Makara, Kacchapa, Mukunda,
Nanda, Nila and Sarikha, which are not only the symbols of wealth and fertility
but also invariably connect with Kubera. The functions of these objects
extensively call it as Padmini Vidya. The Padmini Vidya is defined as the
knowledge which brings all kinds of pleasure or secures all sorts of enjoyment in
life.” As the supreme divinity of all these treasures, Laksmi has control over it
and by worshipping her one can achieve these objects to fulfill all the needs of
material life. On the other hand, in Indian tradition, Kubera is recognised as the
King of a| treasures and is known as the treasurer of Laksmi.

Kubera is the processor of wealth.*! He is the lord and protector of the wealth
Which grows in (he mountains and the nether world.® Different texts also

. _ . 2 o i g Y '
ention Kubera as the lord of treasures, nidhipadmadhipa™ and nidhisa® which
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are eight in number; they are {he same treasures of Padmint Vidya. These all gy,
the personified treasures, Each of these treasures is associated with one of the
particular occupations and is the presiding deity of this particular weqlt, For
example, padmanidhi stands for the wealth consisting of gold, silver, copper and
other metals; mahapadma for rubies, pearls, and other gems. The treasures |ij,
Sankha and Padma are most important among those who are appointed g
counsellors of Kubera.” Wherever there is prosperity and opulence one or mor
of these treasures are found to be at the root of such good fortune and one attaips
such wealth only due to the divine favour and service to virtuous people.”
Kubera is prominently attached to vegetative fertility, The Taittiriva Aranyakg
(1.31) mention that Kubera possesses wealth together with food. The Mafsye-
Purana (180.21f) also enumerates Kubera as the giver of food. He is the lord of
Yaksas, who were the tutelary deities and had a mysterious power of fertility and
growth. Yaksas often play the part of various fertility symbols related to trees,
vine, water, and vegetative growth. Yaksas are primarily vegetative Spirits,
guardians of the vegetative source of life and thus closely connected with the
waters.” In the Chinese Buddhist texts, Laksmi is said to be the daughter of
Manibhadra, a Yaksa, who was closely associated with Kubera.®' Various aspects
of fertility, related to Yaksas are well established in the puranic stories also.
According to a myth of Padma-Purana (Srstikhanda 5.22), when the Yakgas
wanted 1o possess all wealth stored under the earth, Kubera served as the calf 0

milk it. The agricultural growth and wealth are also denoted by the symbol of
mother earth and -SrT-LaksmI is the embodiment of mother earth also. Sri-Laksmi

embodies the potent power of growth and like the Yaksas she involves herself
and reveals herself in the irrepressible fecundity of plant life.*

Y
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On certain seals excavated from Basarh Sri-Laksmi is shown with two

dwarfish attendants holding money baps,™ According to Bloch the attendants
were Kuberas. but LN, Banerjea identifies them with Yaksas.” Several
sculptures of the Kusana period provide evidence of the worship of Laksmi with
Kubera. A Kusana statuette from Mathurd depicted Laksmi holding a lotus,
Bhadrd holding fruit, and Hariti a child, with Kubera as the fourth figure.” A
small slab of the early Kusina period represents four brahmanical deities in =
group, Ardhanari$vara Siva, Visnu, Gaja-Laksmi and Kubera Depiction of
Gaja-LaksmT in between Visnu and Kubera is very significant here because this
goddess is related to both the gods, though her association with Visnu was not
very prominent at this time. But, this sculpture represents the first step towards
the union of Laksmi with Vispu. The sculpture shows the increasing brahmanical
influences in the socio-religious life and the growing importance of the non-
Aryan cults into the brahmanical pantheon paved the way for the acculturation
process in the later period.

With the relation of wealth and fertility, Kubera is automatically connected
with royal power and kingship. Taitfiriya Aranyaka (1.36) mentioned him along
with the term Maharaja and Rajadhirdja. He is also mentioned as the king of the
kings of the Yaksas and Riksasas, etc.”’ The Padma-Purana (Srstikhanda
36.40ff) describes a story related to the emergence of kingship. According to the
story, in the Krtayuga the people had no king. They approached Brahma to make
Provision for a king. Brahma then summoned all the four guardians of the world,
namely Indra, Yama, Varuna, and Kubera, and directed them to part with a
Portion of their Juster. So, the lokapalas gave one-fourth each of their luster.

Taking the gleam of these gods Brahmi created the king for the people. By the

Portion of Indra, the king orders to all; by Varuna's luster he nourishes all; by
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potent role, The acquisition of wealth is o8 important as to protect that wealth g

the king's authority and power are imperative in both situations. Thus, Kubera
symbolising the Kingship and protector of wealth, on the other hand, S‘ﬂ-Lnlqm[
the companion of Kubera 1s (he key power of royal authority to maintaining the |
monarchical order.

The Goddess of wealth is coupled with the warrior god Kirttikeya. As the
goddesses of wealth and abundance, automatically she was connected with the
royal insignia of wealth, that is, the coin. A Yaudheya silver coin of last part of
2nd century CE sadanana (six headed) Kiirtlikeya is represented with a spear in
his hand. In the obverse of the coin, Sri Laksmi is depicted with her commarn
features.”” In some of the coins of Yaudheyas sacldnana Kiirttikeya is represented
with a six-hended goddess, whom Allan considers as Sei-Laksmi," According ©
V.S.Agrawala," this goddess is Kiirttikeya's wife Devasenit or Sas(hi. He also
maintains (hat vedic goddess Devasenti, Sti-Laksmi, or puriinic Sagiht and vedic
or purinic Skanda cult exchunged their various features in course of time
Manavagrhyasiitra (2.13) propagates o pray Sas(hT to bring property und
prosperity in devotee's lile, Baudhdyana Gelyvasiitra (3.7.17) points out Sri and
Sagihi as the some poddesses, Both of these goddesses share some similar
leatures, 5o in various ways, they uppear nlike, With the connection of® Sas(hh
Sei-Laksmi is automatically connecled  with Skindu=Karttikeyn, St and

Kiirttikeyn are popular deitics and they were relnted 1o royal power und kingship.
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In later periods Karftikeya and Laksmi both are incorporated into the Siva-
Durgil's family.

K arttikeya is recognised as the royal commander. He is the devasendpati. The
padma- (Srstikhanda 5.43-44) and Skanda-Puranas (1.2.21.111) narrate that
Kartikeya was born to kill the demon Taraka. Mahabhdrata (3.299.51) states
that to kill the demon Taraka, Karttikeya is assigned the chief of the army of the
gods by Indra and Devasend is married to him. That time Laksmi takes to reside
in him. To maintain a monarchy a king should be powerful and brave. So,
Karttikeya's qualities are expected in every king. The power, prosperity and
fortune of a king are looked upon as Rajalaksm. If the king performs his duty in
all respects and practices virtue and protects his subjects not only from external
enemies but also from hunger and misery, Réjalaksmi resides with him forever;
but, if the king does not perform his duties Rajalaksmi departs from his kingdom.
Skanda-Karttikeya and Sri-Laksmi are the symbolic representations of a king and
his fortune.

$ri-Laksm is the goddess of prosperity and auspiciousness. So, her association
with the gods of the same kind is very natural. But she was associated with the
demon kings like Balf and Prahlida. Sri-Laksmi is the giver of royal power and
authority, which makes the base of her relationship with the demon kings. Her
association with the victorious kings once again established in this relation.
Under her blissful presence, these demon kings rule their kingdoms righteously,
peacefully govern their subjects, lands are fertile and crops abundant. Both the
Kings uphold the inner qualities of a king; they are powerful and have strong
Spiritual qualities. When Sri-Laksmi leaves Prahlada, at Indra's request, the
demon Joses his luster, becomes deprived of kingly power and fears for his well-

being, In the disguise of a brihmana, Indra robbed sovereignty from Prahlida.
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That time various virtues leave Prahlada's body in the form of shadows gy by
a goddess lefl his body. The qualitics of Prahlada are- good conduyct, Vit
behavior. truth and strength,” Sri's departure symbolises all the good qualitieg o
a king that leaves Prahlida.

Sii-Laksmi's association with Bali is also very interesting. Though he was 5
demon king, he was exemplified with all the religious virtues and Morg
righteousness by the mythologists. According to the myth of the Vamgy,
Purana (2,13-20), when Indra was defeated by Bali, LakgmT approaches him ag
stated that the reason for her attraction towards Bali was his bravery and victory
in the war. She was fascinated by Bali's strength and auspicious virtues. She
entered into the body of Bali and other sixteen divinities like Rddhi, Hri, Kir
Dyuti, Ksama, etc. followed her.™ After her close association with Bali, he ruled
the three worlds as a sovereign king. The epico-purdnic narrators describe Bali
an ideal ruler. During his reign the earth yields grains and fruits in plenty withou
ploughing; the cows produce milk sufficiently: trees are full of flowers and fruits
and the like." The flourishing condition of the kingdom was due to his
virtuousness. Devibhagavata-Purdna (8.19.15) mentions that when Bali entered
into Sutala with other demons for his habitation, goddess Laksmi followed him
and became his constant companion. When Bali visits earth during the Dipavali
festival (Karttika-krsnacaturdasi, amévasya, and Sukla-pratipada days), Laksmi
comes with him,

Disappearance of the king's glory was often compared with the ill maintenance
of Sr‘:‘-Lﬂk.smI, In various situations, ST was the person who took the decision
whom she wanted to live with. In a place of Mahabhéarata (X11.221.60f) Sri tells
Indra that one of the reasons why she left the asuras is that they now do not look

after their cattle and neglect giving them proper food. They indulge in meat-
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cating and kill the cattle, not for sacrifice but just to consume their flesh, The
story also indicates her relation with non-violence and ahinitsd, which was a
significant aspect of Vaisnavism. Bul the nucleus of the story remains in her
ancient relation with cattle wealth. In fact, the puranic tale related to churning of
the ocean tells us that, out of the curse of Durvasas, the sage, Sri leaves Indra and
from that time the universe lost all its wealth, beauty and prosperity. People
refrained from performing sacrifices and making any kind of déna (gift). Even
after she emerges from the ocean of the milk she went to Visnu, not to Indra.”
From the story of Mahabharata it is very clear that Sri leaves asuras and comes
to Indra and in the puranic story, she leaves Indra and comes to Visnu. St is very
much fickle and if anyone does not take care of her, she leaves seizing along with
all the grace and prosperity from that person.

By the late epic and early puranic period (3rd-4th centuries CE), when the
Vaisnavite Purdinas took its first shape, Sri-Laksmi was adopted into the
Vaisnava pantheon.*® However, she becomes consistently and almost exclusively
associated with Vispu as his wife and she becomes characterised by
steadfastness. The Ramayana (11.118.20) refers to her as the wife of Visnu. Sri is
directly associated with Nariyvana-Visnu in the Rdjadharma-prakarana of
Sﬁnlipanfan, which narrates that the goddess was born from a golden coloured
lotus that sprang from Visnu's forehead. She was married to Dharma and had a
son named Artha. All three elements Dharma, Sri, and Artha were denoted in the
term of the establishment of sovereignty.'” Although these were abstract ideas,
Which had a strong need in governing the kingdom and had a connection with
SOvereign authority, the story was the first step to connect Sri with Visnu's
1t':""lianir::mship. This story connects them with lotus and later in the chumn ing of

the Ocean of milk episode brought them together as husband and wife.
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Amarakosa™ mentions Visnu as Sripati or the husband of Sri, and Laksm 5 |

Haripriy, the beloved wife of the god Hari (Visnu). In the list of Vignu's o,
thousand names, we have Sriman, Srinivasa, Laksmivan, Srisa, Srivisa, Sridy :;
Srmidhi, etc.” In another portion of Mahabharata (XTIL11.611) $r7 told Rukmis

that she dwelt in rivers, lotuses, bulls, elephants, maidens, ruling sovereigns, and

eventually got transferred from Indra g Viga

good men; she leaves those who cause intermixture of varpas and neglect thei |
varna duties. All these objects are representative of royal power and authority.
Through the puranic creation myths, Sri is permanently established as the wif
of Visnu. According to a purdnic myth, she was described as the daughter of
Bhrgu and Khyati and they gave her in marriage to Nﬁrﬁyﬂniﬂ
Visnudharmottara-Purana (111216; 106.29) for the first time prescribes ¢
method of worship of Sridhara with $17 and Janardana with Laksm; it is also s89

that the goddess dwells in the heart of Visnu. The churning of the milk-0¢¢2!

episode told in different Purdnas is d to the

consummation of $§yy-

the most popular mythology relate
Laksm with Visnu, Some of the Puranas describe the s07

- mons  churning together the ocean to find the ik ©
immortality. But in some of

as gods and de

the Puriinas emergence of Laksmi from the oceal
The  Vigmu-Purdpa (1.96f) and Padma-Pur™

(Srstikhanda 4.5-7 1) narrated the story as follows: Once in course of his jﬂumﬂ

was the prime focys ™
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the sage Durvasas got a beautiful garland of flowers from a Vidyadhari and
gifted it 1o Indra while he was also roaming in his vehicle Airdvata with his wife
&acr. Indra due to the infatuation of power failed to realise the importance of the
garlnnd which was the abode of Si7 ($rivo dhama) and places it on his heavenly
mount Airavata, but Awrdvata unable to bear the heavy smell of the garland threw
it on the ground. The sage became furious at his behaviour and curses him that
$ri would disappear from the three worlds whose lord is Indra. Indra's apology
could not pacify the sage and in the course of the time goddess, Sri disappeared
from the three worlds. Gods approached Brahma for help to rescue Sti and on the
advice of Visnu they churned the milk-ocean. When churning of the ocean
continued, different objects and entities emerged from the ocean like kamadhenu
Surabhi or desire-fulfilling cow, Varuni or sura, heavenly flowers called Parijita,
apsaras or heavenly nymphs, Candramad or moon, kalakita or poison, the
physician of gods Dhanvantari carrying a pot of amrta or nectar, Uccaisrabas or
the divine horse, Airdvata or heavenly elephant and finally Sri-Laksmi came out
seated on a full-blown lotus with a lotus in her hand. She appeared radiant with
beauty and brilliance. Sages welcomed her by chanting the hymns from Sri-
Sitkta, The elephants of the three quarters took up the waters in the golden vessel
to bathe her. Thus bathed, adorned, and decorated she cast herself upon the heart
of Visnu, The story of the Padma-Purana (Srstikhanda 4.66.69) describes that,
when she emerged from the milk-ocean, all the gods and demons wanted to get
her as their companion. But Brahma asked Visnu to accept the goddess and the
Boddess was also advised to accept Visnu as her husband. As a result, she went
Over to Visnu and remained as his consort. The Visnu-Purana (1.9.117-133)

further added a long hymn of praise with which Indra addressed her after she was

United yyjh Visnu. 817, moved by eulogies and prayers of Indra, assured him to
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may be considered to have inaugurated her cult.™ In fact, till today in the Iniy

subcontinent, the story remains as the base of Visnu and Sri-Laksm's associiy

as a couple.
The above-mentioned story reveals the continuation of QrT-Laksnm

association with royal power. The horse, elephant, courtesans, etc are the insig
of royalty. Sri-Laksmi's association with fertility and abundance is also a focd
point of this story. One of the beings churned out of the ocean is Varuni or Sui
the wife of Varuna, Those who accepted her were called suras and those who
rejected her were called asuras. Jan Gonda™ observes that sura is one of th
manifestations of ksatra and royal power. It had a connection with fertility and
often said to boost erotic desire. Brihmanas should refrain from the drinking of
liquor or surd because being intoxicated by drinking they may expose the Veds
any time at any place. Though the 'hotness' of drinks was dangerous o
brahmanas, it was apparently believed to be agreeable to members of the katry?
order. In this manner, the s or Varuni is also a symbol of sovereignty; fertilit)
it e e o v« b
mortality, well being and prosperity" Accor
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cites of Hindus, a Sanskrit hymn is chanted which enumerates fourteen precious
objects including the twelve standard jewels, oceurring frequently in the Puranas,
ihe bow (sarnga) and conch-shell (Sarkha) of Hari ** These jewels are mentioned
i, the connection of auspiciousness in married life. The eternal happiness, wealth
and progeny are the bottom line of a successful married life. Marriage is an
auspicious ceremony and through this ceremony, a couple starts their new life.
§ri is the living identity of a married woman. The Satapatha Brahmana (2.4.4.1f1)
mentions that a sovereign is wedded to Sr; the specific gift which she bestows is
royalty, Sri is then a repository for those virtues specifically connected with
sﬂvereignt}'.sg

Visnu's connection with royal power and authority made it easy to associate
him with Sri-Laksmi. The early history of Sri-Laksmi associates her with
powerful and righteous kings, whether he was the king of gods or the king of
demons. In the puranic literature, Visnu was depicted as the ideal king. He has all
the qualities which were essential to maintain a powerful and prosperous
kingdom. So his association with Sri-Laksmi is quite natural. Visnu's prime
function was to protect the world and its inhabitants and to defend the dharma to
punish the wicked which was expected from a king also.”” All the incarnations of
Visnu also assure this aspect of nature of his function. He is described as
dwelling in a heavenly court, Vaikuntha, and his iconographic depiction also
Altributes o him the features of a mighty king. The epico-purinic literature
fepresents him as an ideal king who institutes and maintains the dharmic order.
Prihu, the ideal king of the earth was blessed by Visnu. According to the myth,
Visny entered his body, and for this reason the entire universe bows to the king
2 god, The king was endowed with Visnu's greatness on the earth and at that

1Y moment, the golden lotus sprang from Visnu's forchead. From that golden
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roval power. Although here S$ri. Dharma, and Artha are the three basic elemey
1o rule a state, Sri's association with Visnu is also represented in this myth, |
some other versions of the story Prthu are described as milking the earth himsels

and starting agriculture.” Prthu was a righteous king who had all the qualige,

which are desired from an earthly king. Visnu bestowed him all responsibilifjs; |

to rule the world or prthvi and maintain the righteous order. The relation betweg
the king and the land is once again established here. As a king, Prthu is the owne
of the land and to maintain his subjects he has the right to cultivate the land or
prithvi.

Visnu's connection with Bhi-Devi or Prthvi-Devi is well established from
very early time. Rgveda (1.72.9) and Atharvaveda (13.1.38) mention goddess
Aditi as the earth mother, because she infused life in the earth. Vajsaneyr
sarmhita (26.90) and Taittiriva-Sarhita (7.5.14) describe Aditi as the wife of
Visnu. There are several features of earth mother stmilar to those of goddess Sri-
Laksmi. Especially their association with fertility and vegetation made them very
close to each other. The origin of two goddesses is the same as they both have

emerged from the ocean. $ri-LaksmT was a gem of the churning of the ocean and

Prthvi, the Earth, was rescued from the ocean by Visnu
The Padma-

in his boar incarnation.”
Purana (Uttarakhanda 2321 6) represents Sri-Laksmi and Bhii-Devi
as the wives of Visnu. The same Purina describes the iconographical features of
both the goddesses with Visnu and it states that Sri-Laksmi should be represented
on the right side of Visnu and holding a rice pot while Bhi-Devi should b¢

Y
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rlf.tl"mf*“""““d on the left side of Visnu.” The relation belween ﬂrT-Lﬂka and

Farth Mother or Bhi-Devi has been identified with their same symbolic

association. South Indian iconography shows the image of Visnu flanked by his

fwo consorts, St Devi and Bhii-Devi Goddess St is represented on the right

side of Visnu and Bhi-Devi is on the left. Both the goddesses hold a lotus flower
in their hands, while ﬁﬁ-Lakwﬁ holds the flower on her left hand, Bhii-Devi
carries it in her right hand.”” Both the goddesses are related to water cosmology
and the symbol of the lotus. Both are guarantors of the existence on earth: Bhi-
Devi the Earth Goddess being soft and loving, $H-Devi the lotus goddess is
characterised by the flower-like quality of her femininity,* In respect of the
similarities of both goddesses, some scholars hold that the goddess who emerged
after the churning of the ocean was represented with the iconography of Prthvi-
Devi or Mother Earth.”” Fertile land is an essential element of the prosperity of
the kingdom. King's fortune is very much dependent on the fertility of the land
and agricultural prosperity through it. Visnu was the one who maintains intimate
relations with the royal dignity on the earth. The epithet mahabahu® is given to
Visnu, the protector god of the world, who is said to owe this title to the fact that
he bears heaven and earth on his mighty arms.*Visnu as the representative of the
universal king reflects both the essential elements related to a prosperous
kingdom in the form of his consorts Sri-Laksmi as the giver of wealth and Bhi-
Devi as the benefactor of fertile land.

As mentioned earlier the ruler's function was deeply dependent upon the
&rowth of vegetation and fertil ity. It was an essential part of the king's duty to
bring rain and cause the crops to be good. It was the king who by his conduct
Made the sunshine or drought to mankind.” The highest authority of the kingdom

: "Csponsible for the welfare of his subjects and he had to assure the happiness
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1 well being of his subjects through his good deed and good fortune, Vign,
and well DG ch

had an old connection with vegetation and fertility which makes it casier 1 link
nd an

lim with royal power and authority. Visnu's close afTinity with the solar $YSte
and Sun-god also testifics to his royal power connected with fertility. Sup j the
initiator of life-giving energy and imposes generative power in the universe, [,
the post-vedic literature, Visnu's close association with Indra and Sun had beep
established.” Sun and Indra together essentially coincide with and derive fhe;
important qualities from Visnu.”? From the early vedic period Indra was linkeg
with universal royal power and authority, But from the purénic time, his positiog
was degraded from the earlier period and his position was undertaken by Vispy,
The churning of the ocean myth also attests Visnu's supremacy over him and the
most significant element of the churning myth is Sti-Laksmi’s union with Visnu,
Indra’s and Siirya's association with fertility and kingship were assimilated in
Visnu's characteristic features. Visnu's role as a cosmic ruler was expected from
an carthly king. However, the king's vigour and power depend upon the
prosperity of his kingdom. As a representative of eternal kingship, Visnu was
associated with earth and solar system which are the main elements of growth
and prosperity,

The memorial columns or dhvajds erected in honour of Visnu, which is the
valorisation of the sacred tree, is also connected with the structure of fertility.

The sacred festival of preparing dhvaja before installing it was practiced

religiously because it was believed that it possessed fertilizing energy and it

helped kings to achieve conguering power.

The ceremony of its preparation goes
like this: "the king addressed

the Magstaff with auspicious formulas containing,

inter alia, the epithets 'source of vigour', 'unborn, imperishable, eternal,

unchangeable one'"" Dhvaja is the symbol of fertility and it also indicates the

N

|
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qupreme power and authority of the king. To raise a dhvaja in Vaisnavism

sndicates Visnu's viclorious display of power for the maintenance of the royal
possessions. o1 the carth and in the atmosphere on which Human welfare

depcnds.”

§pivatsa symbol is another important emblem of Vispu. It is 2 particular curl of
hair found on the breast of Visnu.™ This symbol is not prevalent in the Visnu
figures of the Kusina period’® and must be associated with Visnu in the later
phrase. It appears in the chest of Jaina Tirthaiikara figures and the figures of the
Buddha and Bodhisvattas of the Kusdna period, it makes its appearance at the
fingertips of hands and feet.” This symbol stands for the vegetative nature of the
goddess and was adopted to indicate the super-human power of Buddha and
Jaina Tirthankaras. In the later period, the Vaisnavite tradition incorporated the
symbol with Vignu and displayed it on his chest. But eventually both the
Buddhist and Vaignavite traditions created a female form that the Srivatsa
symbolises their goddesses who came to be known as Siri or Sii-Laksmi.”® The
puranic story of the churning of the ocean narrates that, after the emergence of
Sri-Laksmi from the ocean, she was married to Visnu and resides on his chest.
Visnu's chest is the abode of Sri-Laksmi” The symbol is one of the eight
auspicious signs of a Mahdpurusa and it also may be classified under the well-
known outwards tokens of the status of cakravartin — "universal snvereign".“
This symbol was inscribed in the lower portion of the crowns of the Pallava

kings." This auspicious sign on the crown symbolises Sri-Laksmi's perpetual

eXistence with the royal power.
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Rasa and Vaignava Rasasahitya Vis-  -Vis Rasasastr,

Sebanti Sinha

¢ the Vaisnavas who are guided by the principle

uninterrupted thought of Lard Krsna in their mind, had a g
h won the heart of millions and millions of Krsna-Bhaktasy

well as common people generation after generation. But their contribution in the field of Rasasasira i
can not be overlooked. Riipa Gosvami and Jiva Gosvami are the stalwarts of Sanskrit Rasasastra Thy
dealt with different aspects of Rasasasira like Rasa ete. from some different point of view. In this pape!
have attempted to have a general survey of their views regarding this and to assess how far ther view

can be reaarded as a part of traditional Alankarasasira

Abstruct: In the glorious history of Sanskrit literatur

remaining deeply engrossed always in the
contribution in Sanskrit Rasas@hitya whic

Key Words: Vaisnava poetry, Bhaktirasa , Ksnarati, orthodox concepl, Sattvikabhiiva, Sahrdaya.

Introduction: Indian society from time immemorial witnessed rise and
development of different sects, dogmas and doctrines like Saiva, Sake
Vaisnava, Sufi etc. and their thinking and activities influenced considerably the
art and culture of India. Indian culture believes in the theory of Caraivel
Caraiveti. So, any belief or faith or concept or dogma did not remain stagnant for
ever in Indian society. Throughout the ages the Indian culture embraced gladly
any good new tlfainking of any sect for the betterment of their ideas and activities
So' Saivaism, Siktaism, Vaisnavism, Sufism and so on brought about new
dimension of thinking in the field of Indian literature and Sanskri
Alamkara$astra did not remain out of the range of this ongoing process. Based
ﬂrf the life and character of Rima and Krsna who are the incarnations of God
Visnu huge number of books were composed in different time which direct!

y
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enriched Sanskrit Rasasahitya and Rasasdstra. But in this paper main focus will
be given on the Vaisnava literature based on Krsna.

Vaisnavism and its effect on Sanskrit Rasa Theory: Rasa i.e. Sentiment
is regarded as the essence of poetry by the Sanskrit thetoricians of all ages from
Bharata to Jagannitha. Some of the Sanskrit Alamkirikas consider Rasa as the
soul of poetry. Some rhetorician like Jayadeva paid so much importance to Rasa
that he included Rasa in the definition of good poetry i.e. he intended to mean

that Rasa is one of the identities of good poetry. As everything of this world
undergoes some changes or modifications in course of time, so also the orthodox

concept of Rasa being one of the most important part of Alamkarasastra faced

treatment from different point of view directly or in a passive manner at the
hands of the eminent Vaisnava litterateurs.

Concept of Rasa in Sanskrit Alamkarasastra is broadly divided in two
categories — one is devoid of philosophy and the other is governed by
philosophy. The second category is sub-divided into five sub-heads — Nyaya
which is of two types i. e. (a) Buddhistic Nyaya and (b) Vedic Nyaya,
Samkhya, Mimamsa, ﬁa.‘vya and Vedanta philns'ﬂphy. Bharata, Bhamaha, Dandr
and Rudrata belong to the first category and Lollata, Sankuka, Bhattandayaka,
Abhinavagupta, Dhanafijaya, Dhanika, Mahimbhatta, Mammata, Piyiisvarsa
Jayadeva, Vigvanatha and Jagannatha come under the second category,

A comparative study of the concept of Rasa of the orthodox Sanskrit
thetoricians on the one hand and the writers of Vaisnava poetry on the other hand

bear remarkable difference. Rasa is treated by the Sanskrit rhetoricians as Rasa

Vai sah and Brahmanandasahodara i e. equivalent of Brahmananda, But to the
V,

disnavas Rasa is treated as Brahmanandottara, To them enjoyment of Rasa is

ﬂﬂ} limited 1o the enjoyment of Brahméananda only,
Cljoyment of

Br, ﬂﬁmtinanda*

it is more than that, The
Rasa is so high that it far surpasses the enjoyment of
That enjoyment of Rasa is far above the enjoying the
Brﬂhm&nﬂnda i

i s revealed in a remark of Ripa Gosvami where he says that
R‘“‘“"E of equivalence between Krsna and Brahman loses the characteristics of
asa iI

' becomes Rasabhasa - Brahmobhavat

p"""-'bfahmm,:_padvafrﬁdf:fkyayagara.!r.' Visvanitha Cakravorti clarified the matter

—
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s avery clear language Srikrsne vadi Brahmata$camatkaradhikyam na pj, an,

E g
tada santorasabhasa.

Vaisnava poetry stands on three major principles — (1) faith on Brahmg, '
established by the Upanisadas, (2) reverence 10 His incarnations like Ramq i
Krsna as described in the Puranas and (3) the doctrine of devotion flowing iy e
world of Hindu ideology from very ancient times. Vaisnava poetry compogy
delineating Radhakpsnalila (there is no suitable word in English language |,
express the exact inner meaning of the concept of Lil@) can be divided in ty,
groups — one Pre-Caitanya period and the other is Post-Caitanya period i.e upy
the 2" quarter of 16™ Century and from the 3" quarter of that centuy
respectively. During the Pre-Caitanya period a good number of excelley
Vaisnava poetry in Sanskrit, Bengali and Vrajabuli language were composed eg,
Gitagovinda of Jayadeva, Vaisnava Padavali of Badu Candidasa and Vidyapat
Jagannathavallabha Nafaka of Rai Raménanda, Krswakarnamria of
Vilvamangala etc. Those books of Vaisnava poetry are treated as Rasasdahitya
of Vaispava cult. In those books mainly Bhaktirasa has been dealt out
representing Dasya Bhaktirasa as Rama-Bhaktirasa in Ramacaritaméanasa and
Madhur Bhaktirasa as Krsna-Bhaktirasa in other books based on the life and
activities of Krsna. We see natural presentation of Santarasa in literatures
adopting the character of Rama but we do not find it in the literatures developed
on the character of Krsna. In Krsna-literatures we do not find the Krsna of
Mathura, Dwéraka or Kuruksetra but we find the loving Kanu or Kanhaiya of
Vrajapura for which the three Rasas viz. Vatsalya Sakhaya and Madhura have
got predominance here.

An analysis of the Vaisnava poetries will show that a notable change in the
concept of Rati i. e. Love of the orthodox rhetoricians began to take place i
these Vaisnava poetries. Bharata defined Rati as — Ratirndma amodatmako
bhava® which means that Love is a matter of material pleasure only which i
caused by Determinants or Bibhavas like seasons, garlands, unguent, ornaments;

dear ones, residential houses of superior quality and absence of opposition from
others.”
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i Vaisnava poetry also Rati or Love is fraught with limitless cnjoyment but
hat docs not come E‘m-'m nny. malerial object, it solely comes from the closest and
aninterrupted association with the God Head. The Rasa or Sentiment which is
produced here is the Bhaktirasa only, Rati or Love means here divine bliss
completely devoid of erotic sense. It is totally different from Prakrta Prema ie,
the carthly love of common human being. Love has been defined in Vaisnava

Rasasastra as a process by which the mind becomes pure in all respect and a
high attachment is established with God Head.*

Thus the Vaispava poets brought about a massive change in the orthodox
concept of Love. Throughout the Vaisnava poetries like Gitagovinda of Jayadev
and many other poets of Bengali, Hindi language etc. the sweetest Premlilg of
Radhirini and Vrajanandana Kinu i. e Srikrsna has been served but it is never
vitiated by any erotic touch. Here Stimati Radhik and Nandanandana Srikrsna
are not considered as ordinary human being. Although they are represented in
those Vaisnava Rasasahitya as the denizens of this material world with their
activities like ordinary human beings of flesh and blood, it is far from truth, it is

nothing but pure Maya of Lord Krsna. They are the symbols of divinity — their
every activity described here stands for absolute piousness.

In fact Krsnatattva bears a- high philosophy. Here Krsna is the eternal
Paramatma i.e. Great Soul and Radha 1s the body. The union between Atmé and
body bears no stain in it, rather it is a natural process. When bad soul occupies a
body, it produces indescribable sorrow. But when the good Soul takes shelter in a

body, the resuit gencrates endless joy. Krsna is the good Soul and worthy body in
the form of Radha longs for the good Soul called as Krsna and their union
Produces eternal bliss i.e. Rasa in the minds of their devotees. Body is perishable
but Atmg s immortal, For this reason this Atma and body in the form of Radha,
!“Irﬁ"’ﬂir ﬁﬁn&ilanya eic. united together in different ages producing innocent joy
::l:lhﬂ minds of His devotees and the description of this pious extramundane

“m_1 between the Atma and its abode found place in different Vaisnava
Enji;ﬂ:ahm;a. So the enjoyment of Rasa ie. Bhaktirasa is superior to the

ment of Brahmananda to the Vaisnavas. Therefore, through the Vaisnava

.
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poctries the (raditional concept of Rati or Rasa began to flow through 4 -

sirean.

Hete one point 1 i
ora at all, rather 1t 1s @ pu

Rasasa. .
composition. S0 Jayadeva who flouris

¢ {o be mentioned that Gitagovinda of Jayadeva is not
rely Rasasahitya as well as a religio,,
hed three hundred years before the ad'-'ﬂn;

of Caitanya and consequently hefore the prumulgmiun of the ‘Rasas'&sf'rﬂ of
Caitanyaism did no expressly propagate any +dugma or doctrine relating t
Rasasastra. But the manner in which he delineated the concept of love j,
Radhakpsnalila, acted as a rool for the generation of a new theory of concept of
Love. Rati, Rasa etc. at the hands of the poets as well as rhetoricians of Caitany,

Sampradaya like Riipa Gosvami, Jiva Gosvami etc.

Riipa Gosvamt, a great disciple of $ri Caitanya composed two valuable books
on Vaisnva Rasasastra - Bhaktirasamrtasindhu and Ujjalanilamani which bey

the real essence of Vaisnavarasasasira.

Vaisnava poets presenting Krsna Bhaktirasa belong to five Sects ¢
Sampradayas — Nimvarka Sampradaya, Vallabha Sampradaya, Caitanya
Sampradaya, Haridast Sampradaya and Radhavallabhiya Sampradaya. All t
Sampradayas made their contributions, more or less, in the field of the
presentation of Vaisnavarasas through their beautiful writings. Under th:
umbrella of Radhavallabhiya Sampradaya huge number of Vaisnava poetry i
beautiful Vrgja-Bhasa were written. We get contribution of Caitany
Sampradaya mainly in Vaisnava poetry in Sanskrit, Bengali and Frajabuli
Language. Riipa Gosvami and Jiva Gosvami are the remarkable writers of
Caitanya Sampradaya. Srikrsnacaitanyacaritamrita of Krsnadas Kavirdj is ¢
superb example Vaisnava poetry of Caitanya Sampraddya written in Bengal
language.

Bharata recognised eight Sentiments or Rasas in Natyasastra. In course of time
one other Rasa i.e. Santarasa got recognition by the later Sanskrit rhetoricians
The total number of Rasa further increased in Vaisnava literature which
recognised twelve Rasas out of which five Rasas ie. fﬁnra, Sakhya, Dasyé
Vérsalya and Madhura are recognised as Miikhya or main Rasa®  and sever
Rasas i.e. Vira, Karuna, Hasya, Vibhatsa and Adbhuta are regarded as Gaund of
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7 . 4 d i
secondary Rasa.  Rasa or sentiment is termed in Vaispava lilerature  as
Bhaktirasa only and so the above twelve Rasas are known as Sﬁmabfrahfrmn.

Sakinabhaktirasa and so on. In Vaisnava literature Madhurarasa is regarded as
the best Rasa. Riipa Gosvamt termed this Rasa also as Ujjvalarasa.”

According to Bharata when the Dominant States 1e. the Sthayibhava are
combined with other Determinants or Vibhdva, Consequents or Anubhiva and
Transitory States or Fyabhicaribhava, Sentiment or Rasa is produced.”

In Vaisnava Iiterature one other Bhava in addition to Vibhava, Anubhava and
Vyabhicaribhava has been recognised as one of the ingredients of Rasa. This is

called by them as Sattvikbhava. Thus, in Bhaktirasamriasindhu Rasa has been
defined as -

Vibhavairanubhavaisca séttvikairvyabhicaribhih |
Svadatyam hrdi bhaktanamanita sravanadibhih |
Esa krsnaratih sthay7 bhavo bhaktiraso bhavet ||

This means that when the Sthdyibhdva Krsnarati being combined with
Vibhava, Anubhava, Sattvikbhava and Vyabhicaribhava touches the heart of

devotees through their ears etc. in an enjoyable manner, Rasa called Bhaktirasa
is created in the minds of the devotees.

From the above definition of Rasa it appears that in Vaisnava literature Bhakti
itself is treated as a Rasa and Krsnarati i. . love for Lord Krsna is treated as
Sthayibhava. Besides, the traditional concept of Sahrdaya is replaced here by
Krsna-Bhakta i. e. lover of Krsna. It is also to be noted that in Vaisnava
Rasasahitya although twelve Rasas have been mentioned, yet in fact only one
Rasa has been recognised there namely Bhaktirasa and so the said twelve Rasas
4rc not the types of Rasa but they are the subdivisions of Bhaktirasa.

As we know, unlike the Vaisnava rhetoricians, orthodox Rhetoricians do not
‘ecognise Bhakii i. e. love for gods as a Rasa, rather they recognise the same as
Bhiva"' Byt Bhava has been defined by the Vaisnava rhetoricians in a different
manner having no similarity of language with those of the orthodox Rhetoricians.
According 1o hem when a true devotee of Krsna achieves pleasantness of mind
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of Soul, supreme desire for obtaining the associatig, i,
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- dint of purity '
e | d amity it is called Bhava. ”

Head as well as His favour an

Similarly, Ujjavalanilamani  states that the first reaction causeq 3

disinterested mind in Ujjavalarasa owing lo the appearance of ‘5':'4‘.':1},;;]

RAE
called Rati, is Bhava.
ars that Bhava is also regarded as Rasa in Vaisnava Rasaszgy,,

b
b

So, it appe
A superb example of Krsna-Bhaktirasa that reflects the Lr:ksﬂ'a of Bﬁﬂkﬁrﬂ.r
propounded by the thetoricians like Rupa Guswaflli of Pns:t-Ca:tanya peri m;
found in the sweet melodies of Candidas of Pre-Caitanya period —
A3 (a1 SR O A

st o e “Afe ¢t
orgE Sfae (NI e 114

In Vaisnava literature the orthodox concept of Srﬂga’rarasa which is termeqs,
them as Madhurarasa has completely been renovated discarding the sensmu;
touch. By Srigararasa the Vaisnava literature meant maturity of disinteress
attraction for Krspa by His pure-hearted devotees by dint of Madhura Rati.” By
the jugglery of words utilised to express Love of Radhd and Krsna i
Gitagovinda of Jayadeva or Candiddsa and Rajakini in Vaisnava Padavalii
Candidisa sometimes lead the ordinary people ignorant of the inner sensed
Krsnarati and having faith in traditional concept of carnal touch in Srﬂgﬁrarifa
to think that the Srﬂgﬁrarnm dealt with in both traditional Alamkarasastra s
well as in Vaisnava Rasasahitya or Rasasastra are basically same. Accordingh
Ripa Gosvami, they think so because it is absolutely difficult for them &
understand the same in proper sense and so it is not meant for them.

In respect of Rasabhasa the Vaisnava rhetoricians gave a different Laksan
Rasabhasa was defined as aberration of Passion by the orthodox rhetoricians i
Mammata'®, Jayadeva' etc. But the Vaisnava rhetoricians viewed this from?
different angle. There is no reference of passion. According to them Rasabhi
means mixture of opposite Rasa.'
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Thus, we see that notable changes took place in the ficld of Sanskrit

Alamkérasastra with the development of Faisnava Rasasahitya in Pre-

Kvelop Caitanya
veriod and Vaignava Rasasastra in Post-Caitanya period,

Conclusion :  After fairly considering the Vaisnava doctrine delineated
above it will not be unjustified to opine that the views of the Vaisnavas about
Rasa is purely sectarian only, Although many poets of Pre and Post Caitanya
period composed their eminent poems in different languages like Sanskrit, Hindi,
Bengali etc. and although innumerable number of Sahrdayas who are known as
devotees of Krsna cherished them with their heart’s content, yet the Vaisnava

concept of Rasa, Rati, Bhava etc. should better not to be regarded as a part of
general Alamkarasastra because that will create a confusion in the minds of the
general learners of Rhetoric. To understand the opinions of the Vaisnavas
regarding Rasa, Rati, Bhava etc. one is 1o comprehend first the deep philosophy
underlying the Vaisnava cult and only after that one should strive to proceed to
understand them. Otherwise the labour to be paid to grasp Vaisnava Rasasastra

will become fruitless. But this is a very hard task which can not be expected from
the learners at large.
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element of earth be of the non-eternal variety only, there arises the absurdm’ of infinit

regress with regard to component part[3E¥T). Moreover, even when any one o
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Mahdbharata’s Polity — Rings True Today
Supriya Pal

Abstract: The Mahabharata is the most important epic Ifﬂl' India ﬂﬂl 1 ﬂf:flﬂﬂ:l':‘- well as for the
Hindu Dharma. No other nation has such a comprehensive and ancient ner: ure rec?rd m.; the
Mahabharata. Europe has no comparable ancient ducymept nor do any of the muftnf.s m@;,
Europe with their smaller national epics and briefer h|5ta.?.lrllca| accounts. The :’n.»fnhnﬁhuram isa
compendium of ancient Indian mythology, history, political theory sand ph.llﬂaﬂ[.'lh}l{ and has
been considered as an ancient encyclopedia of Indian knowledge. The Holy Hindu scripture, the
Bhagavadgna is contained within the Mahabhdarata. | ] -

The Santiparvan is the longest and the most important in the Mahabhdrata. It is divided
into three  sub-parvans, namely Rajadharmanuiasanaparvan, Jpaddhanncymrfm_: and
Moksadharmaparvan. All these parvans afford ample and reliable material for building up
social, political, religious as well as philosophical history of ancient India as existing at the time
of epic.

Here a descriptive illustration has been made in writing the gist of political value and
administrative culture that prevailed at the time of epic period. In doing this, it becomes clear
that, the epic, its lessons, theme, situation, illustrations, implication have been fully relished
accepted and enjoyed in India. The references to Mahabharata are inevitable. Therefore, the

study of political and administrative discourse reveals how deep the idea of this epic goes inio
the Indian psyche.

The polity and its related topics, as they are explained here are considered as the
important building block of the collective socto-political psyche of India. Indians forever try 10
nterpret contemporary political and social scenes in terms of the Mahabharara,

The Mahabhdarara is about themes which never fade
approaches emerge from the Mahabharara,

I 'believe that the nature of truth is such that it is forever old and forever new. Th®
Mahabharata will live as long as the human race lives simply because of its utterances of p®

truth, what we call universal knowledge, The Mahabharata shows ways which have practice
political relevance today,

Key-words: Hindu Dharma, Comprehensi
Indian knowledge, Santiparvan, Politica
block, Collective socio-political psych
Practical political relevance.

Political strategies, policies and

ve and ancient Indian literary record, En::rclﬂ]?’*_ﬁ? "1:
Land administrative discourse, Indian psyche, Buildivs

¢, Political strategies, Policies, Universal Knowledg®

|
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quction: The Mahabharata is a com pendium of a
h'urﬂ_ yolitical theory and philosophy and has peep
hlf-l{:’l?;l:;]:[. dia of Indian knowledge, Despite
':E;h‘i“g plot and storyline throughout
u .

neient Indian mythology,
considered as an ancient
s encyclopedic natyre there is an

the entire epic that holds jt together,
philosophical and political ideas are scattered throughout the epic as dialogyes

hetween characters, most of who are involved i political and military situation.
The holy seripture the Bhagavadgita is contained within the Mahabharase

The Mahabharata is similar to an ancient Indian Game of Thrones, with
qumerous factions competing for political power in a variety of states, [t contains
advice that is similar to the wisdom and real politik of Sun-Tzu and Machiavelli
- practical strategies that serve the ultimate goal of political and military
triumph. The two main figures in the Mahabharata, who expound these
srategies, are Sakuni, the maternal uncle of Duryodhana-and Krsna - the

maternal cousin of the Pandavas who is considered as the avatarg of a Hindu god
in Hinduism.

The Santiparvan is the lon

gest and the most important in the
Mahabharata. Tt is  divided

into  three sub-parvans,  namely,
Rﬁjadharmﬁnufﬁmnaparuan, Jpaddharmapman and Moksadharmaparvan, All

these parvans afford ample and reliable material for building up social, political,
religious as well as philosophical history of ancient India at the time of the epic.
Here a humble attempt has been made specially for writing the gist of
political value and administrative culture prevailing at the time of epic. In doing
this, one thing is to be noted that the Mahabhdrata has amazing scope for
aptation, change and twist, Scholars, intellectuals, politicians and common
Pople haye made full use of the epic. The epic, its theme, situation, illustrations,
tElS{Il'IS. parallels and implications, have been fully relished, accepted and
“Mjoyed i India,
himy]“di.ﬂ'ﬂ% love politics and political discourse much. Our Indian society is
Politicizeq. References to Mahdbhdrata are inevitable. Therefore a study

Of et
Ep%h”"*ﬂl and administrative discourse as recorded in the epic reveals how deep
Wed of (hic apne : *
0f this “pic goes into the Indian psyche.

-
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« o the several elements related to state ki“EShip

: . . d judicial admipjgtr:
stive officers, revenuc and jt Istratig
king's councellors “l'“l ?EEE]IS:{}“GM.; military organization etc. "
) # N= | o W
ter-state relationship, ::iﬁcs and administration at the time of Maimﬁhﬁmm
The facts related Hfl!‘ with current state: State and Role of ;,,
and their n*,':r'ngruitl E—ding o Santiparvan, lord Visnu first created Monumenty
(Government): Acc , ished a king, government

+ on life and administration and then establishe & " and tate,
text on life hould not be used as a means by state; Instead, the
This implies that the power s : tralized

dered as a means whereby power s centralized so as tg help

state should be considered as : et h e
in the maintenance of social organization. Santiparvan of the Mahabhary,
rofers to different kinds of state and there many lerms hkﬂ: r4ya, rastrg
fopia da and pural are used for dg;‘{ﬂ[mg .the State. There state is considered g
machinery to ensure peace and order in st}!clﬂi}’-

In this way from very ancient times to the present day, the state has
always been a means to administer public welfare in India, Vispu's text on
political thoughts mentioned in the Mahabharata, gives an account m:rt merely of
the rules pertaining to governance by the state but also of governing relation
between states. The study of these rules clarifies the fact that they are inspired by
humanist sentiment; tolerance has been given special priority. According to
Mahabharata administration is a part of the normal social organization. The duty
of state is to establish the Varpasrama system. The state should create such an
organization in which every individual should be able to perform the duties
appropriate to his status and stages of life.

According to Santiparvan the king is essential and inevitable agency for
the welfare of the people, who in the remote past had realized his importance for
thf: protection of their social and economic institutions. People these were unsafe
without a ruling authority to hold and inflict the danda upon those who did not
fnllﬂwlme_.: rules of law, The King had to deal with judicial, taxational and
hl!l'{]fljll[ﬂl‘lﬂn '.fnrks. He had to get education in the disciplines viz., the
Nitisastra, mi-:-am, Purana, Veda and the Vedanga, Yuktisastra, Philology or
grammar, music and other allied arts.

The king should hf_ dandavid otherwise he can’t check lawlessness.” It has
been suggested that the king must follow the middle path. He should be neithf:'l‘
tun_harslm nor too sweet but moderate.* He must know the art how to love his
subjects.

‘ The king was the real executive. He had to perform the executive
funcuqns as established by dharma, The king was both an appointing and
removing authority, He had 1o appoint the ministers, the heads of the army

The Santiparvai re [c



r'

wyIKsA*

ent, the chief justice of the court as well as other officials to different
¢ n:::m"m The Santiparvan alludes to the appointment of the ministers by the
depd

He had to keep in view one’s long administrative experiences and code of
kings: "

L ; e
c{mdm‘-ﬂlc Mahabharata, though an ancient epic still has a lot to teach modern

.. A reflection of political thought and administrative system of the epic
I“‘jfﬂ'd has not lost its relevance even in contemporary Indian politics. In India,
| h:{;’ cime Minister is 1!1& real executive‘ﬂr Heﬁm;l of government an::i has the
esponsibility for exccutive power. The Prime minister s the chief adviser to the
;r.;sident of India. Prime Minister EF]E:::IS and can dismiss members of the
cabinet, allocates posts to memhersi within the government and is the presiding
nember and chairperson of the cabmiet: The Prime Minister is appointed by the
president of India to steer the administration of the affairs of the executive.
Besides executive work, Prime Minister has to perform different important works
related to the welfare of the people just like the king in the period of epic as per
suggestion of the dharma. This is why we can say that the idea of Mahabharata
still continues to be relevant and widely popular today.

[t was physically impossible for the king to perform all the multifarious
duties. He had to appoint saciva, a higher officer of the state. The appointment of
matisacivya as well as other mantrins was made by the king.® In the Sﬁmiparvan
and Sabhaparvan the appointing duty of king is mentioned.” It was the duty of
the king to appoint the spies and ambassadors. It was his duty to get information
about the defense of the State.” It was the duty of the king to protect his subjects
lrom internal and external dangers. It was also the duty of king to honour and
decorate the soldiers who were victorious.’

The king had to perform some financial duties. He must realize one-sixth
ax from the subject in lieu of giving protection. On this ground, the king had
been treated as the servant of the people.

Similarly, in today’s democracy, the head of the state (if elected by the
People) is known as people’s representative, In democracy, the head of the state
S bound to work for the welfare of the people as he or she is treated as the
*ervant of the peg ple,
Therefore it is not surprising that contemporary political thinkers have

?":;EE?SI}' ?prﬁﬂfﬂtﬂd Rajadharma as the sound 'hasis _nf polity. The
Erl'lnnrzfiﬂ 18 l:nnsldﬂ:ff{i as the great text of ancient Indian pu!ﬂy. |

Valygh) ok Thﬂp Mahabharata along with Khila Harivamsa n?fcm highly
¢ Information about (he Republican tenants. In a conversation between

Yudhisthira the advantages of the Republics have been recounted.

GOl XLl # PART-I1 + FEBRUARY 2021 T
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Yudhisthira wanted to know from lh_t: grand nldilustﬁlrmns EUW Gangg Loyl
flourish. remain united, conquer enemies and acquire allies, when they Were i
favourite situation. He also wanted to I:;nnw as to hmw..r to Eumbﬂi the 5iluagin“
when: i) they fell easy victim to thf: _mlurnnl {IISS{:I‘ISI?'FS and i) [y Was very
difficult for them to keep the state policies a close secret.

It may be noted here (hat ihcsiz advantages ﬂ“"ﬁﬂ“f thf-’r Present
Republics also including our own. B{H;mﬂ had presented h1'5_ VIEWS op theg
problems by saying that the gmet! and intolerance among the clt.:zen% are the
important enemies in the Republican state and REp_u_bllF:En SOcIety just as ¢
on the part of the prince in princely state. In the Santiparvan ::tf Mahabhgyyy,
Gapardjya'' was considered by many scholars as form of republics, Some holgs
that Gana’s were aristocracies or oligarchies probably on the ground tha Ganas
power was vested not in the whole body of citizens but in a small aristoeratie
class. Tt would be however, better to translate the word as republics, the
Santiparvan of Mahabharata hints at a trend of ultra republicanism by saying
that there were king in every house who were interested in their own wefage 2

It can be said that Mahabharata refers to the republics and in such 5

republican State power was exercised not by individual, but by the Kula basis, In
this way, although the Mahdbharata supports autocracy of kingship in the sphere
of political thought, in practice this autocracy was not inferior to a democratic
organisation. Harmony between the various organs of the state was considered as
the basis of politics, even in g theoretic system, though it is seen often as 2
characteristic of democracy. Thus it will not be erroneous to say that the great
Indian text Mahabharata deals with many elements related to politics and
administration and they are also valuable from modern point of view,
Political institution; In Mahabharata, the greatest importance had been given to
the state and its constituents, These constituents were - swami, amata,
Janapada, diirga, kosa, danda, and mitrg,"® All those were considered as the
political institutions without which the existence of state was impossible.

The proper functioning of the State and the administration required the
{rluluai co-operation of the Brahmins and Ksatriyas. Besides this equal
'mportance was ggivan to the harmonious relation between the two classes -
Vaisyas and the Siidras. In the Mahabharata synthesis had been considered 2s a0
important step for political organization. Harmonious relation between differen
EIHSSEfE and synthesis of political organization supported the theory of welfare of
state in that epic period. Now g days, this harmony and synthesis are very much
relevant without which g state can’t achieve its security and happiness and the
head of the state can’t admin ister the state proper] y. From this point of view, W¢
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¢ that the lesson of ﬂ-fahﬁhhr‘frarn still ushers s jnto an era of |
cnl[s1 '« essential for peaceful co-existence in a siate o} harmony
11-_}][“@11 the nature, types and aclivities of political or

1,‘.'hlc ‘ |
gite different from the Mahdbhayqs Eanizations now 5

a era but stjl| 4 the polit;
g e . o . litica
ﬂ'ﬂniﬁﬁ"““s (legal authorized organisations) play an Important e

0 vstem of political institutions or organisations ip 4 s0ciety was organi:
e hThErﬂl:‘Jl‘ﬂ without them a state can’t exist. ganized as
TlIT 1‘:J}ﬂflﬁbﬁﬁrﬂfﬂ - Spi I'iluﬂll model for
is essential for good and 5“51":!‘"‘1_1115 governance, as it gives a holistic approach
which widens the SCOpe of thinking, Sustmi]ab]e development includes the four
imermnﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂd dumz}ms of ecology, economics, politics and cult

Governance is the process of decision-

ihe decisions are implemented. We could definitely turn back to pages of history
where we have found tried and trusted methods of successful governance which
has contributed for sustainable development. Mahdabhérata is one such resource
where time and again, we have found out many answers to the perennial
requirement of managerial skills,

In ancient Mahabharata period — Governance was called Rajadharma -
rightcous duty of the king. The conduct of those involved in governance requires

adhering to righteousness which calls for exhibiting the highest standards of
morality and ethical behavior.

Viduraniti and .§&ntfparvan are two parts of Mahabharata which have
200d and substantial material for managerial skills, leadership skills and also
have proven to be highly successful. Viduraniti is a pre-war advice by the
minister Vidura to the king Dhrtarastra and shows the path for enduring success.
The optimum utilization of resources, wealth sharing and maximization, handling
of human spiritual model for resources, leadership and motivation of employees-
all are vital parts of this work.

antiparvan is a post war advice by the veteran warrior Bhisma 1o the
"ewly crowned Yudhisthira. The implementation of Santiparvan can be seen in
e rule of Yudhisthira and is now a success story. o

Indian Philosophy lays emphasis on the premise that inner spirituality land
Charggy : in the society.
Totoo T MUst govern the conduct and behavior of the leaders in

E{Ey!s Polity has been enhanced with various elements of Mahabharata’s
Y,

13

ure.
making and the process by which

Sug ‘“‘ﬂﬁnr{ling lo the Mahabharata there are a few important ?Iemeﬁtﬂ :La
bas:“ﬂful Model for governance. They are spirituality, goal 5'3“'"%.' dpﬁann thf
O potential, persistence, rationality, value system ethics, consolidating
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A st important of all- the coordinatiop

strengths, mn}run,’f ﬁj;slun :::ii;:il[?:lmuq[:led with transparency and Hccmu?;:;i
i Eopie en elements which have similar prominence ey, "y
in workplace. These are proven elements whi ing 6F gavisnthent Yenip
the administration of today’s suuf:ﬂﬂsﬁll functioni ‘@d' g : :
Mahabharata suggests: Spirituality — as the he.sl medicine for success,

eko dharmah param $reyah ksamika ssinnr Elttamzi / |

vidyaika paramadrstir ahimsaika _sqkhﬂ}*aha {r’ (Sannparvf:m, 33.48)

Spirituality leads to comforts and l’urgwrr{g 15 @ virtue that brings about
universal peace. Knowledge brings about unlimited contentment and pgp.
violence is a tool that gives rise to immense success and richness of mind
Utterance of nonviolence and universal peace are the most demanding elemeps
which were also the main aim of our great leaders like Gandhi, Nelson Mandely
and Martin Luther king who wanted to establish a state, full of nonviolence, ang
peaceful co-existence of all classes.

The lesson of politics as sounded in the great epic, Mahabharata is very
much relevant even today and it continues to be an effective forum for
maintaining the state as a power unit in world politics on the basis of
nonviolence.

The Mahabharata, one of the epics of India, has multiple mentions of the
phrase ‘Ahimsa parama dharmak’, the highest moral virtue. There is hardly any
dispute that the Mahabharata places a high premium on the concept of non-
violence. Interestingly Alf Hiltebeite] in his book ‘Rethinking the Mahabharata:
‘A Reader’s Guide to the Education of the dharma of a king — published in 2001,
prepared a tally sheet for phrase ‘Parama Dharmah’. He found that out of the 54
times that it occurs in the classical text, it is conjoined with the word ahimsa only

anrsamsya parama dharmah or non-cruelty is the supreme dharma. (In the

Mahabharata, the concept anrsamsya is presented most succinctly in the story of
a meat seller, Dharmavyadha, Dharmavyadha sought to lead a moral life which
receives its ethical sustenance from non-violence.,)

We have to think of non-violence in the context of violent societies i
which we live. Because this concept of anrsamsya or non-violence resolved the
dispute between two warring factions and speaks of an ‘affective state.” It
“ncourages the cultivation of g sense of detachment, particularly in regard to the
consequences of actions, Gandhiji argued for o similar sense of detachment when
he invoked ahimsa as the philosophical mainstay of his politics, In today’s world
this sense of non-violence is very much essential to survive peacefully. Though

P -
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pabhdrata May have been written centuries
Ht.,.lwuﬂﬂ- The Mahabharata talks aboy s
.ﬂ“ﬁ past and future.
Crate relationship: In Ehe Mﬂ{mhhﬁrma the state of Inter-State relatio
In w‘q the meaning of ilm'mgn policy pi‘ a state towards another state nrns
deno .igﬂ rler. lirespective of the question of :

. the location of i

” . 1 . . SOvereignty, |
Ft"r;':-ﬂﬂrq agree that in ancient India there were Sovereign rulers who -t
genoer

Jiplomatic hierarchy. Though the epic does not
P

e ideas of the mar_rda!a_ lhenrjg,‘ institution of spys ang ambassadors,

nsideration of six 'Fnld forei gn pD]IFIES and adoption of four upayas justify the

heoretical and practical necessity of inter-State relations in the Mahéabharata
The concept of mandala theory has been generally understood as the

arcle of states in the early Indian political thought. The Sﬁnnparvm: also refers

. 14
o In the inter-State relations the mitra and ari were the
be noted that friendship and enmity are not

based on the fulfillment of self interest, henc
even from his friends. '

Even today inter-State relation among different state is much needed for
the peace and development of any country.

In setting foreign policies and diplomatic ties with different state, each
and every country tries to maintain its national interest. In this regard still now
the worldly lessons of the Mahabharata are innumerable as well as valuable.
Siv-fold policies: (Sadgunya): The term Sadgunya occupies an important place
n the diplomatic system during the Mahabhdrata days. In the Santiparvan six-
fold policies are mentioned, namely alliance (sandhi), war (vigraha), march of
“rmy (yana), neutrality (asana) dual policy (dvaidhibhava) and the last shelter
{E.Hmf"a}’ﬂ}-" The king’s prosperity depends upon the proper execution of the
%-fold policies ag well as four upayas or remedies which were prescribed for
Gealing ity contingencies. Updyas were methods to subdue the foes. All the

E:I}TF diﬂdﬂ should be applied at proper time and place so that the success may be
leved,

20 but it hag refey

s M
(he / SUEs present in

dince even
the present g5

main factors, It is to
permanent affairs, rather they are
¢ the king should be very cautious

ta::ar}r Organisation: According to the thinkers of the epic, th'31 thffﬂlﬂ

dugsun * Protected without the help of the army. Even a righteous King, Ifnﬁ

Prﬂsn.;.ﬁl Ve a standing army and neglects the defense of his country, can

Michi or-the Mmanagement of military affairs, an efficient pdntinisn:lt:;:
Y was essential. Hence the epic instructs the king to
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Raladhikarana'  or the war office inside the ramparts of the it .
Mahabharata gave priority 10 (he defense of state both on the thﬂﬂrﬂticai Hﬂ:

= 5. The king was the head of the mrl:lurly organization,
Frmlm?]l‘g‘:;i:]l::ﬁ!s India, supreme com nmn.d of the Tnﬁ{lmn Armed Forces i Vegt
in the President of India, ﬂli}mulgh eff‘cctw? execgiyvﬂ power and respﬂMibilit}-
for national defense resides with the cabinet of India headed by e Prime
minister.

Observing similarity, we can say that a good- nu[nba:r of politica] gy,
defense strategies and approaches emerge from the Mahabharata shoys Ways
which have practical political relevance today.

Rules of Engagement in War during the Malabharata period (epic period)
and their relevance in today’s World: The Mahabharata war is notaple not
only because of its magnitude but also for the unbelievable adherence to et
and dignity displayed and followed during the initial phase of the war. The war
indeed became a bloody madness from the thirteenth day, but still in contrast tg
the way wars were fought in the western world where doing anything to emerge
victorious was the only principle, the soldiers who fought the Mahdbhdrata war
till the end maintained adherence to ethical principles. “Rules of ethical conduct”
for the war is essential still now.

Mahabharata: still influences modern weapon ry: The kuruksetra war had
witnessed a lot of ancient weaponry which was advanced and chiseled.

The concept of Astra (Missile) and Dhanusa (Launchers) emerged from
there. It is said that Astras used in Mahabharata probably might have also used
technologies of emitting most dangerous rays like Gamma and others, which
have exceptional powers to penetrate. Some Astras returns to the person who

launches it, for instance, Krisna’s Sudarsana chakra. This may be similar to the

reusable missiles which the ISRO is working on. Those weapons were guided by
some kind of alien GPS s

ystem for long range targets and commanded by the

Mantras which are similar to today’s log-ins and passwords. :

~ Astras were also used for defensive purpose similar to a ‘Tesla Shield

which is used to destroy the enemy. This “Tesla Shield” discharges electrice!

energy and any incoming physical object which hits the shell receives ¥

enormous discharge of that energy and instantly vaporizes. The Astra can be 8
compared to the anti missile air defense System of the modern times.

Astra like Brahmasira, Brahmastra, Pasupatastra, Narayana ASIr®
Agneyasira, ¥ dyavastra, Nagastra, Varundstra etc. were used in Mahabhar ‘m{
along with positive indications of the use of nuclear weapons, otherwise how
could the war cause the denth of around |3 billion people in a matter of 18 d*

y



L1 ¢ PARTEIL * FERRUARY 2001
£ vOL, XL ¢ PA |
IKSA

17

AN _
puring (e explosion of the first atomic bomp
| Bha g,-n'ﬂrfﬂﬁﬁ verses from the 11" chapter,

yer '

1 5 W

quction of the worlds...” When Oppenheimer was asked if ghis is the f;
ik " : " . i " b I

dll-h:*'lr explosion he sllgmﬁcﬂnll}' I‘El‘llm{i: Yes, in modern times' implyin I}Zﬂ
e ot nuclear explosions may have previously occurreq A
Y *

The Mahabharata lm's influenced a generation of the
clevant 10 creating the cutting-edge advanced and futuristic

okind including the mnder‘n weaponry and warfare.
Ercnuf and Judicial ndmllr‘ustratinn’: The treasury is an eleme
portance in the body politic as all its undertakings ultimately
ﬁﬂﬂ"':':'“ Good financial Cﬂndlllﬂt:l was considered as the root of the happiness
ofthe people as well as of the stability of state.”” The king performed the duty of
otecting the people from extended aggression and internal dangers as well as
iooked after the financial affairs.” The defense of the country was based upon
«ound financial position. The cattle, agriculture and different types of taxes such
i< Bali. Sadbhaga, Sulka were the sources of income.”

The Santiparvan instructs the king to exploit the foreign countries for
enriching 1ts treasur}r.n

Trade and commerce were also source of income to the State, Mining was
n industry which caused prosperity to the State.”

The Artha-danda was a type of punishment to be imposed by courts upon
culprits and those were the sources of income to the State.™

Presents and tributes were also the sources of income to the State and the

!‘iHE realized them from the subordinate kings. Booty was also a source of
InCome,

Oppenheimer
ucted
such as: ‘Death | am anliﬁt of

. _
scientists and is stil)
technologies for the

nt of supreme
dﬂ]}&ﬂd upon

~ Taxation and revenue collection comprise one of the most significant and
Pivotal aspect of any system of administration and governance. Th_e Plans for
*Ocictal development and overall progress of the state can be matenalnzenil nnl_y
1"':]“"“ the condition of public finances is conducive to the State’s effnns. in this
ﬂlmc,ﬂ“"- The ancient Indian political thinking has always considered the 1ssue of
p"h“}? finance to be of prime importance, and this is Why the Mahabharala
mf""'dﬂs detailed descriptions of the ways and means of creation of abundant

HTL;E; (k'-z#’ﬂ) which is the inseparable part of the seven Organs of the State

Y (saplanga), o

tng lhi;;rhE mﬂ““ﬂfm}em of finance is crucial and inescapable for administration

' inancial
IPeral Was realized by the kings in the epic period. As a matier HFHEE i::‘ e
Talypo S affected the very structure of ancient Indian govern

yer was a
“d scope of policies, The early tax and revenues system howe
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o ad the evolution of today’s complex system of public financ ;
'&;:h:l'::glj {:Im;:mhml process which has reached a very advanced Stage o
development now. el { both modern and early public finance i Zenery)

The main objeclives 0 ik d foatie

. re the financial power and position of the State on a soun O0ting, 1,
are 10 :«:ev:ﬁc‘!l‘t te to achieve its aim and ideals through commensurate financy
le];;l:i[;ﬁ 3:1 ; to ensure its competitiveness. It is remarlfﬂb[e 10 note that ey,
Efnugh formulated thousands of years ago, the 13'3"?13"3"“"'"3t of Mahabharatq on
public finance is similar to the modern one in several respects. ‘ '

Thus over centuries the epic has continuously contributed t? Indian polity,
Judicial Administration: The text Mahabharata says “that path is the right pay
which has been followed by virtuous men.” The Mahabharata offers plenty of
instances to grapple with moral dilemmas.

The classical Natural law theory was for long time associated with God,
In order to expand the reach of the theory, Hugo Grotius, the father of
international law, was the first to delink Natural law Theory from God,
Interestingly, Mahabharata does not place the agency of Dharma on God. Here,
for instance one thing has been noted that Draupadr in her desperation appeals to
Dharma of the kings. None of the participants in the assembly invoke God to
answer the query on Dharma. Indeed, on the other hand, in the famous Krsne-
Arjuna dialogue- moments before the war, the most famous verse was ‘to be
intent on the action not on fruits of action.’*

The administration of justice is one of the most important functions to be
discharged by the State. The epic regarded Dharma as the root of State, hence the
enforcement of law is essential for its existence. The necessity of inflicting
punishment upon the culprits is well illustrated through the different dialogues
specially through the dialogue between king Dyumatsena and prince Satyavan.”

The thinkers of the Mahabharata laid down certain norms to be followed
I_JF t}W officers-in-charge of judicial administration with a view to impart true
Justice to the people. They inculcate that there should not be delay in imparting
.!“5“'3'3'10 l%le Eames, otherwise evils may come into existence.’’ At the time of
pprarting Justice, the king must be impartial to all who violate the existing
Dharma of the country. The king should not show any favour sitting at the seal
““”5"“3 cither to his parents, bothers, wives, sons, daughters and purohita 01
even the Judgﬁs or lawyers in case the latter are not interpreting the Dharma 1"
accordance with the spirit of Dharma and Sastra, Thus the epic spreads the

message of impartiality which 1S very much relevant even today and considered
to be mandatory for the judges of Indian while imparting justice.
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1 Dharma, Danda also has different meanings. It's literal

JII" " H i
:T put politically 1t means the kingly power and his authorit

atupon culprits.
e root of the Qur_rda is discipline. The notion of Danda is apparent in
of the phrase like Dandadhyta, weilder of Danda. The main aim of
{ ““is ihe preservation of Dharma which results in all round prosperity *
ﬂmm’ﬂU" der the legal system of ancient India, it has been stated that in case of a
Aflict between the thrfar.: sources of Dha{na, a council of learned persons sat as
mhcn ¢h to decide the c{lsputed matter. This council is termed as the parisada, It
:.115 an adhoc body which was convened to remove conflict and doubt in case of
-+ hesitation 10 take a decision. It has been called Dharmasamsarya.””

" In my opinion here one important thing should be noted. Presently, in
ndia the Constitution Bench, a bench of the Supreme Court having five or more
judges on it needs to be compared with parisada.

Like the parisada, in India the idea behind a Constitution Bench is clear.
It is constituted in rare cases to decide important questions on legal and/or
constitutional interpretation. This Constitution Benches are set upon an adhoc
basis like the parisada. Here the influence of the epic is proved.

Though the epic does not inform in a systematic way about the
organization of judiciary, but the epic mentions the post of Chief Justice. The
mternal evidences of the epic refer both to the jurors and juror box. In the
Santiparvan mention has been made of the Prada-Vivak™ The word Prada-
Vivak stands for a prominent person who examines, cross-examines, investigates
the whole matter and pronounces a decision. He was the judicial official
dppointed by the king. Though no specific qualification is mentioned regarding

> post of chief justice in the epic, yet merit and virtues were always given
Priority in the appointment of judges. There were many judges to administer in

“ourt, It seems that with the aid and advice of the Prada-Vivak, other judges were
PPainted by the king,

meaning is
¥y to inflict
e 2

Fllﬁi qhqlli

lndiH].H ere, | want to compare the president nf India‘tn the ki{lg. Beca}m& in
udviml ¢ the ktn.g the President appoints the chief justice of India _zmd with the
ave ¢ o lh‘? Chief Justice, other judges are appointed by the President. We all

O admit that the modern structure of Indian judiciary to a great extent has

i 1}? *LUp depending on the idea of judicial administration and moral prevailing

N ysi rEpig period.
ﬂffﬁr';f~ * 1t is quite amazing, how key historic events and lessians of th:e
the Mﬂ;firam continue to shape country's destinies until today. In Indian context

arata plays an important role. Mahdabharata has virtually everything

h
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and continues to resemble modern life amazingly. T]“-"_E “jﬁ quite common tg Se
people referring to evenls and incidents [rom ‘thc Mahabhérata. |

The narrative of Mahabharata continues to hold relevance in Ingiy,
political scenario according to Congress Fﬂlitiﬁiﬂﬂ lﬂhﬂd ﬂ[llh“f Shﬂﬁhi'Tharmh
who has claimed it at the time of celebrating the 257 anniversary of his book -
“The Great Indian Novel’, a political satire based on the epic poem. “Tk,
Mahabharata is actually anchored in real human beings. These are people with
creed, lust, betray, treachery and love and politics and all with Bhagavad Gita iy
it which is a secular epic,” says Tharoor.

Tharoor several times observes and says, “What sparked it off the forces
of India which had shaped India and | was interrogating myself and serving an
international career with United Nations, It all came together when I was reading
a very lively translation of Mahabharata by Prof. P. Lal. It struck me when
reading it how much contemporary resonance there is to that ancient epic.”

David Frawley, an American teacher and a Hindutva activist, says, “The
traditional idea of India that is Bharat is largely that of the Mahabharata. Indian
culture as Bharatiya Samskriti is rooted in the teachings of Mahabharata on all
levels. It is not simply a religious scripture, nor a mere culture or historic
account. Its scope is encyclopaedic. It shows a vast culture unity woven of
spirituality, art, customs and politics behind the diversity of peoples and
languages.

Thus our great epic continues to be our strength to exist in the present
world.
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Ahdara: An Ethical Study
Geetanjali Tripathy

(l ;
.ltlt‘f”"ﬂl1r adays, The 188U€ of health problem is of great concern. The increasing number of

s colossal challenge for human beings. Easy solution to most of our health problems
s

o i proper food By
et smell and colour by which one gels attracted naturally. There is a great

man body is made to consume natural foods like fruits and vegetables

Aich contain SWE
iffesence between human beings and carnivorous animals. They consume raw meat easily
which 15 ynnatural for human beings. Unlike carmivorous arimals, human beings get their

wesight just after their birth. Being attracted by unnatural faste and smell, we invite most
seurable diseases. Food or Ahdra has great impact on our health and nature. No medicine 1.
givalent to food. So people should follow sdttvika food to enjoy a disease free, healthy and

ko lfe.
Kev-words: Satrvika, Camivorous, Ahara, Mitahara

Food or Ahdra is the most important supporting factor of life. It plays a key
ke in the promotion of health and prevention of diseases. It is one of the major
lictors which provides fitness and happiness. One should regularly take such
sihsiances which are conducive to preserve good health and able (o avoid the

Wacks of diseases.

Definition, of Aiira

. Atcording to Ayurveda Ahara is that
"gth immcdiately after taking, sustains body and nc

which restores the vigour, provides
reases the life-span,

hllp "
T'Hnu » " B
%, memory, power and digestive capacity.
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Importance of Ahdra
It is the main factor for healthy long life of human beings. It has been given

the prime importance since Vedic period. In Taittiriyopanisad, Anna has beep
regarded as 'Brahma', as all ammales are produced from Anna.IA fter production,
life is maintained by Anna and at the end assimilates in Anna.” In Bhagavadgiig
also diet has been accepted as a source for creation of life.? In Kasyapa-Samhita
ahdra is called as Mahabhaisajya. Caraka emphasises importance of Ahara. The

body as well as disease are formed by Ahara. The wholesome and unwholesome

foods are responsible for happiness and misery respectively,

Divisions of Alidra and their effect

Bhagavadgita says every human being is born with innate quality, which
can be of three kinds — sattva (mode of goodness), rajas (mode of passion), or
tamas (mode of ignorance),

trividha bhavati $raddha dehinam sa svabhavaji |

sattviki rdjast caiva timasi ceti tam $ru i°
S0 the food or hara each person prefers is of three kinds - sattvika, rajasika and
tamastka. Our food habits say a lot about us,
Sattvika Ghdra: Sattvika ahara is one that can be digested easily, brings stability
o one’s mind and helps in building immunity and improving the healing power.
It promotes Sattva quality. These foods are to be consumed on a regular basis.

Fruits, vegetables, nuts etc. come under this category. It is said in Gitd that —

ayuh sattvaha]ﬁrugyasukhaprilivaardhanﬁ l

rasyah snigdhah sthira hrdya aharah sattvikapriyahi*
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i Rajasika ahara is one that is very bijge sour, salty, hot,
ik o

e - ;nd burning and causes pain, grief and disease, ‘Thege are liked by

i  he mode of passion. 1t promotes Rajas which indyces command

sion and accomplishment. Non-vegetarian foods like meat, fish, eggs

e oD, garlic and salted foods are Rajasika ahara. Gig says —
plc ks

vamlalavandtyusnatiksnaruksavidahinah |

<hird rijasasyestd duhkhasokamayapradah \*

rimasika @hara: Tamasika ahara includes all kinds of food that are overcooked,
ot fresh, stale, tasteless, unnatural, decayed, rotten and impure. This kind of
itira is liked by people in the mode of ignorance. It promotes Tama
qulity. These foods are said to have sedative effect on the mind and body.
According 10 yoga, these foods are to be avoided as they can cause mental

tullness and physical numbness. According to Gitd —
yilayamam gatarasam piiti paryusitam ca yat |

ucchistamapi cmedhyam bhojanam timasapriyam i°

Effeety of Ahvdirg

Human body is meant for consuming natural foods like fruits and
"Wlables whicy contain sweet smell and colour by which one gets attracted

ety e
. tally, 1y Mmany ways the human body differs from those of carnivorous

by They
L Waler
" lig,
h’l\'{ﬂ

'ke camnivorous animals, a human baby gets its eyesight just after 1
“n consume raw meat which is unpalatable for human beings. We
With the help of the mouth whereas carnivorous animals drink water

B With (hejr tongues, Likewise so many biological differences art seet
tn Ihi:m
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It is said that the good are drawn to the good and the bad to the bad. The foog

people eat influences their nature and vice versa. The Chandogyopanisad Slates:
- sps 7 r

shara <uddhan sattva Suddhib sattvasudhau dhruva smrtil’.” By eating pyre

food. the mind becomes pure. The reverse is also true — people with pure minds

prefer pure foods. Tt is also said by Canakya that -

dipo bhaksayate dhviintam kajjalam ca prasiyate |
yadannam bhaksayennityam jayate tadrsi buddhih T

That means lamp cats darkness and produces black soot. What food quality one
cats daily, so will one produce.

Although we might like to have junk, oily and spicy food, it is not good for
our health and invariably causes illness, To curb the tamasika and réjasika nature
of our mind and to follow a sattvika one is the only way to have healthy body
and mind. Therefore, we should check our food as it has direct effect on our

body and mind. To eat sattvika food as much as possible not only aids healthy

body and mind but is essential for spiritual health as well,

Mitahara

There is much talk about Mitdhara or balanced diet in present era.
Mitahara literally means the habit of moderate food. It is also a concept in Indian
philosophy, particularly in Yoga that Integrates awareness about food. drink,
balanced diet and consumplion habits and its effect on one's body and mind.

According to Ayurveda the diet which nourishes both the mental and physical

built is called Mitahéira or balanced diet
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The phagavadgila mentions one verse on Mitéiharg iy chapter 6

o must neither cat oo much
ﬂ‘l‘i .

s J | nor too little, ‘nétyasnatasty YOgosti na
-aﬁ»ﬁnmnmnaénﬂlﬂh . Understanding and regulating one's established habits
;mﬂ caling. sleeping and recreation is sugpested as cssential to the practice of
o Hﬂ,f;myagnpmd:jm'kﬁ states the importance of M iahara as -

brahmacri mitaharT tyagt yogaparayanal |

abdadirdhvam bhavetsiddho natra kirya vicarang '°

4 Brahmacarl practicing Mitahara and tyaga devoted 1o yoga achieves success
o his effort within half a year, 1t recommends that one must eat only when one
els hungry and neither overeat nor eat to fill the capacity of one’s stomach
ompletely; rather leave a quarter portion empty and fill three quarters with
quality food and fresh water, 1t should be remembered that one should eat to live

ot live to eat. There is also a Subhdsita about Mitahdra -

Jihve pram@nam janthi bhasane bhojanepi ca |

atyuktiratibhukti$ca sadyah pranapahrini i

Literally this is addressed to a "Tongue'. But it is really intended to be

“veyed to a person who is both glutton and garrulous. Both garrulousness nd
Bltony may Jead o person to death. Limit in eating and talking is @ very good
i Tongue is involved in both. We should do well to keep the limits in e
SBeets. One wheo knows the limit of eating never suffers a diseasc and he who

oS e limits of speech never picks up a quarrel. Lack of balanced diet CAUSES

Many s .
Mlﬁ‘-'ﬂstﬁ. So it is said that —

o fecn rtrau |
“tyambupiinad visamagandcea divi $ayad jagaranaced ratrat

. anti rogalil
*aMrodhangg mutrapurisayosca sadbhih prakirail prabhavanti 105
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Conclusion
Lastly it can be said that imbalanced diet may lead to several dangergyg

discases. Most of the incurable discases are produced due to improper food. No
medicine is equivalent to food. It is possible to make a person disease-free with
just proper diet, Consumption of pure food i.e. Sattvika ahara makes the mind
clear, So intelligent and self controlled man should consume conducive food in

right quantity at the right time to prevent diseases and lead a peaceful life.
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3" Sanskril has a scientific base which no other language in the world has including Greek, and Latin
with which it has close affinity both in vocabulary, and grammar, This is largely due to its grammatical
organization, particularly the Paniman wodition as formulated by Panini in his book, the Astadhyay
written about 2500 years ago, and divided into eight books of four chapters each. Panini’s book 1s one of
the greatest exhibits of human intellect, It is the first attempt in the history of the human mind to take a
sort of “chemical anmalysis’ of a language of scientific lines. His grammar is not only considered 2
masterpiece of close-reasoning and artistic arrangement, but remains till today unsurpassed in its
economy of the words to describe linguistic features.’’ — Sanskrit Grammar, Dr. Raja Ramana, Bhavan 'S
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Rethinking the Position and Embodiment of the Goddess
in Hindu Religious Tradition: A Study of
Annadamangala and Savitrt

Mahua Bhattacharyya

Abstract: The corpse of Sati, whose death, however, cannot be seen as death, lies at the heart of
the Sakia-tanirika modes of worship, especially those developed in the Eastern parts of India,
that is, the practices developed within the Kali Kula, the Kali-centric Sakeism. In
Annadamangala cosmogony, where Devi comes as an odious corpse to Brahma, Vishnu and
Siva, and only Siva has the courage to sit on the corpse and meditate on her, we may see this
event as the pnmordial moment of Savasddhand. The original idea of Puruse and Prakrti as
described in Samkhya Philosophy can be seen in the new light with the embodiment of
goddesses in Hindu tradition. Thus the ancient myth of Sati associated with death and dead
body in Annaddmangala and the concept of Prakyti and the Divine Mother and her sacrifice s

narrated in Savitri can be compared within the discourse about the worship of the supreme
female figure in Hinduism.

Keywords: Saktism, Savasadhand, Purusa and Prakrti, Samkhya Philosophy, Divine Mother,
supreme female,
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Goddess worship within Hinduism has been a major focus of study over recent
. s of st "

ars. The supreme female figure of goddess is generally portrayed as both

protector and mother to fierce and bloody. The goddess has always permeated

cligious doctrine, and many stories and myths have grown around her. The
primary focus of this work is based on the rethinking of the figurations of the
Goddess as corpse in several Hindu Purdnika and Sakta-tantrika tradition, The
exts based on this tradition reveal the identity of Devi (Goddess) as a corpse.
Thus the death itself is presented as a complement to life within this religious
;pistemology. When Goddess or the supreme female figure is presented as a
cworpse then the mvisible bridge is created between the life and the death, the
pirit (atma) and the body, the static existence and the kinetic existence.
According to this belief system, the sava or the corpse is treated as the Siva and
s thought to be equivalent to Sakti (energy). Tn various tantrically oriented
Puranas and Upapurénas like the Mahabhagavata-Upapurana, there is the story

of the Siva's obsession with the corpse of his beloved wife Sati.

According to the myth, his obsession leads him towards the destructive dance or
lGndavanrtya and finally Visnu cut up the corpse of Sati into fifty-one parts.
When the whole body was reduced to the body parts, Siva decides to pluralize
himself to accompany all the separated body parts of his beloved wite. Thus,
Siva is present in the form of /inga (phallus-shaped stone images) with the body

parts of Sati in the fifty-one Sati pithas'.

Sati’s death has been narrated differently in the different texts. The first part of

the story remains same everywhere starting with the birth of Sati in human yoni
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as a daughter of Prajapati Dakga. The story is similar in all the versions ti|] the
point where Sati decides to leave her body which is biologically connecteq |,
that of Daksa who has intentionally maligned Siva in the great yajfia ceremony?
According to Syimad Devi Bhagavatam, Sati leaves her body through yogic
pmr:ess"’. In the Brhaddharmapurana, Sati leaves the place of yajiia after Cursing
Daksa and finally leaves her Daksa-born body in a dense forest near Himalayas'
In Mahabhagavata-Upapurana, Sati creates a Chaya Sati or Shadow Sati and

. i L] Lo 5
asks her to enter the sacrificial fire of Daksa’s yajna .

This original myth of a devoted husband rather than that of the stereotypical
devoted wife can be seen in a totally new light. The dismemberment of Sati's
corpse is not a reduction of the whole body into small parts, but rather the
expansion of one body into many bodies. Sati’s corpse is neither a passive nor a
deadly object rather it is a source of Divine energy. This energy or Sakti is
celebrated in each Satf pitha. The tantric Siva is often metaphorized as sava
(corpse) who has no capacity for action without its §akti. On the other hand, Sati-
as-sava or Devi-as-corpse 1s a corpse endowed with energy and is capable of
fulfilling the wish of her devotees. Saﬁkarﬁcﬁl'ya’s Saundaryalahari says that

Siva, if not united with Sakti, cannot move an inch®, According to Sankardcirya:
sivah Saktyayuktoyadibhavatisaktah prabhavitum
na cedevam devonakhalukusalah spanditumapi /
atastvamaradhyam hariharavirificyddibhirapi

pranantum stotum vikathamakrtapunyah prabhavati /7
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5 # " i % » b B _1 L # Pl
if Irigaray § discourse of the ‘ethics of sexual difference’ is applied to Saiva and

$kta the
Devi-as-corpse is associated with the very essence of earthly life.

ology, it is understood that Siva-as-corpse is detached from the ‘world’

put the
Within the religious history the goddess is the most powerful surrounding
force present in all things. In the Samkhya philosophy, the very existence
is divided into two elements: Purusa (consciousness, soul) and Prakrti

(the material realm including body, mind, sense, ui'gans etc.)”.

in his Samkhyakarika, Tévarakrsna has talked about the five causes to establish

he existence of Prakrti;
Bhedanam paimandtsamanvyacchaktitah pravrtesca

KaranakaryavibhagadavibhagadvaiSvariipyasya I’
Prakrti is believed to be jada but creative while the Purusa is thought to be
otally passive, unengaged in the activity of jadaprakyti. It remains the drasta or
seer of the dance of Prakrti, Prakrti keeps dancing before him, but once the
Purusa stops being enticed by this dance, she turns to her original motionless

state, while the Purusa achieves liberation'".

The re-contextualizing of the Sati myth within the philosophical
framework of defining the ‘corpse’ is inflected by two different
epistemologies — that of the death and that of the body. The idea of
Samkhya philosophy where the Purusa does not take part in the creation
is much more corpse-like. That's why many critics believe that the
Samkhya has a great impact on the Sakta-tantrika traditions of interpreting

Shiva as the inert corpse'".
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Purusa while seeing the dance of Praketi cannot be called completely passive 4
it remains a part of the action. While the dance is over there is no liberation
Prakrti as she is jada though its counterpart Purusa achieves the ultimate stygjg
of life. The understanding of Danielou’s analysis of Samkhya philosophy s

important to interpret the tantric texts:

According to the concepts of the Samkhyas, the universe is made up of
two fundamental elements, consciousness and energy... Matter is merely
organized energy. There is no material element that exists without being
inhabited by consciousness. No element of consciousness exists without

an energy-giving support 2.

The energy or Sakti is neither the part of the matter nor the part of consciousness
or spirit. Having the characteristics of both, Purusa and Prakrti, the Sakti creates
a bridge between the two. With this meaning, any corpse becomes the sleeping
energy as this apparently inert matter embodies organized energy. There are
various tantric texts offering contradictory and confusing descriptions of the
{avasadhand and hence it is difficult to understand the divine connotation of the

corpse: whether it is a representation of Siva or Sakti.

Annadamangala is an eighteenth century Bengali epic poem written by
Bharatchandra Raygunakar which draws on both saktapuranika and tantrika
traditions to construct the narrative of Sati. Bharatchandra’s chosen deity 1
Annapurna whose shrine in situated in Varanasi instead of Kamariipa. He
equates Annapurna with the Goddess Prakpti of the Mahabhagavata and the
Brhaddharmapurana, and presents Sati and Pérvati as one with Annapiirna. The

Sakta monism of the Mahabhagavata (with the Goddess at the centre of
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" orything) and the quasi-Samkhya dualism of the Brhaddharmapuina get
auriously mingled in Bharatchandra’s text, Devi Annapiirnd or Mah@imaya once
ks the shape of a corpse to test the perseverance of trinity, and then she floats
over the waters and reaches Visnu. Visnu can’t bear the proximity of the stinking
corpse, and his fapasya is broken. The same thing happens with Brahma.
fowever, when Devi as the corpse goes 10 Siva, he carefully holds the corpse
with his hands and then sits on it to meditate. Being the wisest of the gods, he is
qot deluded by the maya (illusive power) of Devi. Sri Aurobindo has quoted
from Svetasvetaropanisad in his book The Life Divine:

One must know Maya as Prakriti and the master of Maya as the great Lord
of all.”

For Siva, there is nothing that should be hated or treated as repulsive. Devi 1s

pleased with $iva and decides to become his wife. Thus, both of them engage in

the act of Creation.

Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol is an epic poem written in blank verse by Sri
Aurobindo. 1t is primarily based upon the narrative of Savitri-Satyavan found in
Mahabharata where Savitri embodies the power of love and compassion as she

wins the godlike game for man. Sri Aurobindo transforms the trope of the

Purusayajiia into that of Prakrtiyajiia, ‘the holocaust of Prakriti, the sacrifice of

ihe Divine Mother’"*. Aurobindo says that, out of her Immense affection for the

treated beings and due to her desire to elevate the world of Darkness to the

eternal light of the Life Divine, she has:

borne to pass through the portals of the birth that is a death, taken upon
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herself the pangs and sorrows and sufferings of the creation, since it

seemed that thus alone could it be lifted to the Light and Joy and Truth

and eternal Life."”

Through brilliant rhetorical ~devices, Aurobindo  feminizes apg
physicalizes the trope of sacrifice which is figured through highly
symbolic and not so obviously corporealized figurations in the

Purusasitkta hymn'®.

For Aurobindo, Prakrti — the Divine Mother — goes through the physically
painful process of self-sacrifice such as Sati had gone through while immolating
herself, In other words, metaphorically speaking, Prakrti consents to become a
corpse and get dismembered and scattered over the unenlightened world so that
the unenlightened beings can become enlightened through a kind of
favasadhana, by perceiving and appreciating the continuum of the divine energy

in the apparently dead matter as much as in the living spirit.

The numerous goddesses worshipped within the Hinduism cause a great deal of
diversity. The goddess is also worshipped in many different aspects. She appears
as a fierce goddess whom becomes inebriated from drinking blood as Kali or
Chinnamasta. She also reveals herself as protector in the form of Devi
Mahamaya. The Jagaddhitristotra (Hymn to Goddess Jagaddhatri) addresses the
Devi as Savakara (the Form of the Corpse) and Saktiriipa (the Form of Sakti) s
thereby denoting that Sakti and Sava are not two opposite ideas in the

Saktatantra but rather peculiarly interchangeable.
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