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GENERAL EDITOR’S NOTE

The whole world at present is moving ahead through an unforeseen crisis caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. We, the stakeholders associated with education, are no exception to the
circumstances. Yet, we do not indulge in negativity. Rather, we acknowledge the ups and downs
of life and we believe that we will win over all the negativities in the long run.

Our austere endeavour for study is in vogue instead of any hostility due to the situation.
Fortunately, we have a friend like modern technology with us for its support to undertake the
process of teaching and learning, in spite of its various weaknesses. We are now ready to confront
the unfamiliar opponent and we are confident that we will win the battle.

We are going to publish the 42nd volume of Anviksa, the Research Journal of the Department
of Sanskrit, Jadavpur University, in three parts as we did it in the previous years. Our planning
for execution of the work is threefold. In the first part of this volume, the invited research articles
from distinguished scholars and teachers of various universities and colleges are compiled. The
second part comprises the reviewed articles of the teachers of different educational institutions

of Sanskrit and allied subjects. The other reviewed articles written by the research scholars have
been compiled in the third part of this volume.

The research articles regarding various subjects in three languages viz. Sanskrit, English and
Bengali are compiled in all the parts of this volume. It was very difficult to edit them following a
uniform method, because the soft copies we had received from the contributors were composed
in different softwares. In spite of some problems, we tried to maintain a common methodology
in publishing three parts of this volume. Yet, it is our experience that some faults are inevitable in
the publication work, which request forgiveness from our erudite readers.

In our effort, we have tried our best to remove the errors and omissions through our learnings
from the past. But rather than advertising for our endeavour, we leave the judgement of its quality
to our readers.

I convey my sincere gratitude and heartiest thankfulness to the members of the Editorial Board,
my colleagues, research scholars and the officials who were involved for preparing this volume of
our own journal. The previous year was harsh to us. We hope the new year brings happiness and

new hope in our life.
A/M Kn. Maivada

Dr. Ashok Kumar Mahata

Date: January 1, 2021 Head of the Department ot Sanskrit
/ Jadavpur University, Kolkata-700 032
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Socio-Cultural Scenario Depicted in the

Upariipakas of Harsadeva
Arup Ghosh

Abstract:

Kavya or creative literature in Sanskrit is of two types, namely, dr$ya and $ravya. The dramas
fall under the first section. However, the Indian dramaturgical texts had technically defined all the
varieties of dramas primarily as riipaka and again the minor dramas as upariipakas. According to
Sahityadarpana, upariipakas are of eighteen types, among which one variety is natika. In upariipa-
kas poets have the scope to depict scenes disclosing the dramatic characters’ skill in fine arts. It
is noticed that painting portraits, decorating grounds with colourful floral designs for festivities,
making flower garlands and other ornamental necklaces to decorate human bodies, idols and 1m-
ages, making flower ornaments for hair-do, ear, anklets etc. were not uncommon among not only
men but more among women. Music, both vocal and instrumental, several musical instruments
and various forms of dance are found in different scenes depicting joy and merriment of people.
The items of entertainment are witnesses of the refinement in art and aesthetics.

The variety of Prakrit language in these plays also deserves our attention. Polygamy was an
accepted social situation in family and society. However, the plots evolve mostly around royal
and elite families.

Here a short attempt has been made to show the socio-cultural scenario depicted in Harsade-
va’s two upariipkas namely, th e Ratnavalf and the Priyadarsika.

Keywords:
Upariipaka, Natika, Ratnéavali, Priyadars$ika, Srngaraprakdsa, Vasantotsava, Kaumudi-mahot-
sava, Kundala, Kunkuma.

Kavya or creative literature in Sanskrit is of two types, namely dréya, i.e. visual
or exhibited on stage and $ravya, i.e. audible or chanted type. The dramas fall
under the first section, However, the Indian dramaturgical texts had technically
defined all the varieties of dramas primarily as riipaka and again the minor dramas
as upariipakas. According to Sahityadarpana, upariipakas are ol eighteen types,
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is natika. Based on matters and events of rea] life these
temporary social and cultural conditions. Congideriy

o 1d like to have a glance on the social and oy,
the fact here in illustpzpif{ t‘l:r: ;{M;tl:iﬁvali and the Priyadarsika, two llparﬁpakazu;f
tural scenario 1e ftc € onoing to 7th century CE.

Harsadeva, an eminent poet belonging ol Acialswith 1 |

The Ratnavali is a natika in four acts which c}e s with the story Qf}he Union
king Udayana with Ratnavali, daughter of the king of Cey]m} (Srilaika). As per
radition the story of Ratnavali, is based on the story narrated in the Brhatkathj of
Gunadhya. The plot of the drama is as follm?s. | .

Ratnavali, a princess of Ceylon, after being shipwrecked on her way to Kay-
éambi in course of marrying Udayana, is eventually saved by Yﬂugandharﬁyaua,
the chief-minister in the administration of Udayana. He, after saving the life of
Ratnavali, introduced her to the chief queen Vasavadatta upder the pseudonym of
Sagarika and as one of the maids of honour. Ratnaval fell in love with the king at
the very first sight. After seeing Ratnavali, king Udayana felt the warmth of her
affection towards him and reciprocated his attraction for Ratnavalt also. King’s
nersonal companion Vidisaka Vasantaka and one of the royal maids knew about
the love between Udayana and Ratnavali; out of compassion they both planned to
fix a meeting between the love couplets. But the chief queen came to know about
it, and became successful in preventing the meeting by imprisoning Sagarika. Sub-
- sequently, the queen learned that Sagarika is from a royal family and daughter of
the king of Ceylon. Finally after a series of incidents Vasavadatta helped them to
unite.

The Priyadarsika is also a nafika in four acts and is named after the heroine who
was the daughter of Drghavarman, king of Anga. Story of this drama is based on
a historical or epic tradition which is narrated in the Brhatkatha of Gunaghya. The
drama deals with the story of the union king of Udayana and Priyadarsika. The plot
of the drama is as follows.

Drdhavarman, king of Anga, having betrothed his daughter Priyadarsika to king
Udayana prepares to take her to him. Meanwhile the Kalinga king overcomes and
imprisons him, Priyadarsika after some vicissitudes is admitted to the royal indoors
of Udayana by his commander, under the name of Aranyika as maid-servant o the
queen. The king falls in love with her and his secret intrigues are as usual detected
by the queen. Aranyika, is imprisoned by her, but not for long. Afterwards, she s
recognized as the Anga princess Priyadarsika, her own maternal cousin. Bitten by
a serpent the he:mine 1S in a swoon and the king revives her. The story ends with
ber hfiril‘{}’ marriage with the king with initiative of the queen herself.

As said earlier dramas which are based on matters and events of real life, reflec

among which one variety
are the mirrors of the con
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the contemporary social and cultural conditions. Now the natika Ratnavali disclos-
es information regarding the social and cultural environment also. We find that in
those days to heighten their beauty women of affluent society used to apply kun-
kuma along with shiny ornaments. They also liked to use flower, sandal paste as
cosmetics etc. Emerald anklets and earrings inlaid with jewels were ornaments for
the then women. Information regarding manifold usage of lotus leaves and use of
lotus in decorating the idols of deities are found in this literary creation. Practice
of medicine was regular at that time. The text reveals that people were commer-
cially dependent on water-trade through sea routes. The modes of amusement for
the contemporary people were dance and song, accompanied by various musical
instruments like flute, mrdanga etc., and probably dvipadi song were popular at
that time. We come to know from the text that the sectret formula of untimely
blossoming of flowers had been obtained by * king Udayana from a pious man,
named Srikhandaddsa. At that time women sometimes expressed their own feel-
ings through pictures drawn by them.

We get the scenes of the celebrating spring festival Vasantotsava, the most fa-
mous ceremony of that time, in the 1st act of Ratnavali. Here the text can be con-
sulted together with translation.

rajyam nirjitasatru yogyasacive nyastah samasto bharah /
samyak palanalalitah prasamitaSesopasargah prajah //

pradyotasya suta vasantasamayas tvam ceti namna dhrtim /
kamah kamamupaitv ayam mama punar manye mahanutsavah //1.10//

King — The kingdom has all its enemies entirely vanquished; the burden (of
government) is placed on (entrusted to) a worthy (competent) minister; the people,
with all their troubles warded off, are tended with proper protection; (and further
) Pradyota’s daughter (for my wife), the Vernal season and yourself. — With all
these (advantages to complete my happiness), let Kama have ample satisfaction by
its name: but I, on my part, regard the great festival as mine.’

In this festival various types of conventional customs were followed, which ac-
cording to the drama are known from the incident of Kaiicanamala and Vidigaka.

At that time they liked to decorate the idol of the deity Pradyumna with luxuri-
ous things like flower, saffron garments etc.

Kaficanamala — bhattini, sahatthadinehim kusumakunkuma-candanavase-
him sohidam raktasoapaavam (? ve) accoadu bhaavam pajjunna /
(Kaficanamald — bharttri, svahastadattaih kusumakunkuma-candanavasob-
hih $obhitam krtva raktasokapadapam (7 pe) arcyatam bhagavén pradyum-
nah /)} .



8 ANVIKSA* VOL. XLII * PART-IIT ¢ FEBRUA Ry A2

K axcanamald — Mistress, here is the red Asoka tree where your Majesty i
to offer worship.* |
Vidisakah — ... preksasva tavad asya madhumattakaming,
na—svayam-grﬁhagrhTtaérﬂgakajalaprahﬁranﬂyan nagarajanajanitakay.
tihalasya samantatah s’abdﬁyamﬁnamardalpdc!ﬁmacarcaﬁs’bdamukham_
rathyamukhasobhino prakirna-patavasapuiijapifijaritadasadisamukhasy,
sasrikataim madanamahotsvavasya /*
Vidiisaka — ... Just behold the beauty of this great Madana-festival, iy
which curiosity is excited by the citizens (or gallants), dancing as they are
struck by the water from the syringes taken up, of their own accord, by
the amorous women intoxicated with wine; which 1s attractive on account
of the openings of the streets resounding with the sound of the charchari
songs (or clappings of hands) deepened by the tabors beaten all round, and
which has rendered the faces of the ten directions yellowish-red by means
of the heaps of patavisa scattered about.’
Vidiisakah — (vilokya) idam api tavat suvidagdhajana-bharitasrnga-kajal-
aprahara-muktasitkara-manoharam varavilasini-janavilasitamava lokaya-
tu priyavayasyah /’ -
Vidiisaka — (Looking forth) Let my dear friend enjoy the sight of the sport-
ing of the courtesans, charming on account of the hissing-sounds uttered,
on their being struck by the (jets of) water from syringes discharged by the
very expert gallants.®
Regarding the socio-cultural condition the natika Priyadar§ika also illuminates
us with valuable information. Like the previously mentioned dramatic work this
one too highlights the attire of females also. In this context a portion of the text can
be consulted.

padair nipuribhir nitambaphalakaih $ifijanakaficigunair /
harapaditakantibhih stanatataih keyairibhir bahubhih /

karnaih kundalibhih karaih savalayaih sasvastikair mirdhajair /

devinam paricarikaparijano *py etesu sam drsyate //3.4//

Kaficuki — Among these (inmates of the harem) even the servants of the
maids-in-attendance of the queens are conspicuous with their fect adorr®
with anklets, with their broad hips having jingling girdle-bands, with thet!
large breasts decked with pearl necklaces, with their arms having keyurd

(armlets) on them, and with their ears furnished with kundalas, thelr han
with bracelets and their hair with swastikas. "

]l l"‘-IJ.. 4 v . " . L] .n;
scems that contemporary females loved to use garlands made of flowe
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- $ephali and blue lotus. From the text we come to know that in that time women
often participated in singing, acting etc. and playing vina, a string instrument for
music. Here the text can be consulted together with translation.

Aranyika — ghanabandhanasamruddbam gaganam drstva manasametum/
abhilasati rajahamso dayitam grhitvatmano vasatim //3.8//"

Aranyika — Observing the sky densely crowded with chains of clouds the
royal swan longs to go to the Manasa lake, his residence, taking with him
his mate. The swan, among kings — Vatsardja, — seeing the prison vault
closed up with thick chains, desires to repair to his own abode, taking his
beloved with him in order to reach.2

Women were so qualified at that time that some of them had even expertise in
dramatic compositions, e.g. Sankrtyayani, a female character, composed a drama
entitled Udayanacarita depicting the life and acts of the legendary hero Udayana.

Viasavadatta—bhagavati aho te kavitvam/yenaitadgiidhavrttantam natako-
panibaddham sanubhavamapy asmakamaryaputracaritam-adrstaptirvami-
va drSyamanam adhikataram kautiihalam vardhayati /*

As for religious belief it is traced in the text that inhabitants of that period were
worshippers of Devi Candi and Kamadeva. As per the text Vasantotsava and Kau-
mudi-mahotsava were the two biggest festivals. Between these two the former one
had been celebrated in the month of Caitra, and the other in Asvina. It is known
from the text that the drama entitled Udayanacarita, mentioned earlier, was per-
formed in Kaumudi-mahotsava.

In upariipakas poets have the scope to depict scenes disclosing the dramatic
characters’ skill in fine arts. Thus many of the sixty four arts enlisted by Vat-
sydyana in his Kamasastra or in Jayamangala, the commentary on it authored by
Yasodhara and the list available in Bhoja’s monumental work on poetology entitled
Srﬁgﬁraprak?as’a as well arz found in the two upariipakas here under consideration.
[tis noticed that painting portraits, decorating grounds with colourful floral designs .
for festivities, making flower garlands and other ornamental necklaces to decorate
human bodies, idols and images, making flower ornaments for hair-do, ear, an-
klets etc., preparation of facial and body make-up with sandal paste and perfumed
kunkuma ete., scented perfumes of flower, appropriate jingling metal ornaments,
knowledge of proper costumes for wearing in festivals, in dramatic performance
ete., composing letters and even dramas for enactment were not uncommon among
not only men but more among women., Music, both vocal and instrumental, several
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forms of dance are presented in different scepeq

musical instruments and various | ‘
The items of entertainment are witneggeg

depicting joy and merriment of people.
of the refinement in art and aesthetics.

On the other hand the variety of Prakrit language in these plays deserves oyr
attention. Polygamy was £n accepted social situation in family and society, How-
ever, the plots evolve mostly around royal and elite families.
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